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GOOSE  CULTURE 

THIS  is  the  l)raiicli  of  poultry  culture  which  interests 
the  least  number  of  people.    You  can  travel  long 
distances  in  many  directions,  and  see  very  few 
Kcese.    Yet  it  ia  a  line  that  might  profitably  l>e  given 
some  attention  by  practically  all  farmers  and  a  great 
many  others. 

1  do  not  mean  by  this  that  the  growin'g  of  geese  on  a 
commercial  scale  could  be  carried  on  profita})ly  very 
much  more  generally  than  it  is.  No  doubt  interest  in 
goose  culture  on  a  commercial  scale  could  develop  con- 
siderably before  an  over  snp])ly  was  created,  but  those 
to  whom  goose  growing  should  appeal  most  at  present 
are  the  many  who  might  grow  a  few  geese  every  year, 
eitlier  for  home  use  or  for  a  local  market,  almost  with- 
out expense.  Almost  every  farm  has  some  land  not 
used  for  any  other  purpose,  and  not  productive,  that 
might  be  devoted  to  goose  growing.  On  almost  every 
farm  a  tiock  of  geese,  large  or  small,  according  to  accom- 
modations, might  be  kept  on  pasture  witii  other  stock. 

Geese  thrive  most  readily  and  are  least  trouble  to 
handle,  and  grow  at  least  cost,  when  given  good  pasture, 
but  they  may  be  grown  like  ducks  in  close  nuarters  if 
green  food  is  liberally  provided.  This  way  of  growing 
them  is  not  recommended.  I  merely  mention  it  as 
possii)le  for  those  who  would  like  to  know  something  of 
geese,  but  have  not  good  natural  facilities  for  growing 
them. 

Vnder  favorable  conditions  geese  are  tlie  easiest  of  all 
domestic  fowls  to  handle.  AVith  good  pasture  provided 
with  water  they  may  be  left  to  themselves  half  or  more 
of  each  year.  They  do  better,  generally,  if  provided  a 
little  grain  food  to  supplement  what  they 
get  by  foraging,  but  it  is  not  regarded 
necessary,  and  perhaps  the  majority  of 
those  growing  geese  give  the  old  slock 
nothing  during  the  pasture  season,  and 
feed  the  goslings  only  a  lew  weeks. 

The  Breeds  of  Qeese 

Many  of  the  geese  found  in  this  coun- 
try are  the  common  gray,  gray  and  white, 
or  while  geese,  not  much  larger  than  a 
duck,  and  in  a  general  way  showing  the 
same  inferiority  to  the  improved  breeds 
of  geese  that  common  fowls  of  all  kinds 
do  to  the  well  bred. 

of  pure  bred  domestic  geese  there  are 
the  following  brcds:  Toulouse,  Embden, 
.\frican,  and  China,  or  Chinese.  Of  the 
last  named  breed  their  are  two  varieties: 
Brown  and  White.  Canadian  or  Wild 
(ieese  are  also  kept  in  captivity,  and  bred 
to  l)e  solfl  as  decoys  to  hunters.  In  some 
se(aions  the  breeding  of  Wild  geese  for 
this  purpose  is  carried  on  in  a  small  way 
by  many  persons,  and  considering  in- 
vestment and  attention  re(iuired  is  quite 
profitable.  The  young  geese  generally 
bring  at  the  hunting  season  in  the  fall  five  dollars  each. 

Besides  being  used  for  the  purpose  just  mentioned. 
Wild  geese  in  captivity  are  cros.sed  with  domestic  geese, 
producing  a  goose  which  ia  j)roperly  a  hybrid,  and 
sterile,  but  which  is  commonly  called  a  Mongrel  goose, 
and  perhapa  oftenest  called  the  "Rhode  Island  Mongrel 
goose,"  most  of  them  coming  from  that  state.  If  the 
reader  will  make  a  mental  note  of  the  way  in  which  the 


word  "mongrel"  is  used  in  connection  with  geese,  i 'le 
may  save  some  confusion  on  the  subject.  The  mongrel, 
or  common  fowl  of  the  barnyard,  is  an  indiscriminate 
mixture  of  blood  like  the  common  goose,  but  the  Mon- 
grel goose  is  a  half  blood  wild  goose. 

Of  the  breeds  of  domestic  geese  the  Toulouse  is  a  very 
large  gray  goose;  the  P]mbden  a  very  large  white  goose; 
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the  .\frican  a  very  large  brown  goose,  the  "Standard" 
weights  of  all  being  the  same  for  adult  specimens,  viz., 
20  lbs.  for  males  and  IS  ll,s.  for  females.  For  young 
specimens  the  weights  are:  Toulouse— gander,  IS  lbs., 
goose,  1.")  lbs.  Embden  —  gander,  is  lbs.,  goose,  id  lbs. 
.\frican  —  gander,  b;  lbs.,  goose,  14  lbs.  Why  these 
variations  in  tlie  weights  of  young  geese  should  be  made 
I  do  not  know,  nor  do  I  think  they  can  be  given  a  rea- 


sonable explanation;  but  it  makes  little  ditlerence  to 
any  goose  growers  but  the  few  who  exhibit.  Chinese 
geese  are  much  smaller  than  the  others,  the  weights 
being:  Adult  gander,  14  lbs.,  adult  goose,  12  Iba.,  young 
gander.  Id  lbs.,  young  goose,  8  lbs. 

Of  these  varieties  the  Toulouse  and  Embden  are  quite 
common,  flocks  of  them  being  foun<l  in  almost  all  parts 
of  the  country.  The  others  are  more  rarely  seen,  though 
Africans  are  (|uite  popular  in  Rhode  Island,  and  occa- 
sional flocks  or  specimens  of  the  Chinese  may  be  met  in 
any  part  of  the  country. 

Though  similar  in  size  these  breeds  of  geese  differ  in 
qualities  and  characteristics.  I  can,  I  think,  present 
these  differences  in  no  better  way  than  by  quoting  the 
opinions  of  two  of  the  best  authorities  on  the  subject: 

Mr.  Samuel  Cushman  in  an  article  written  for  F.\h.m- 
Poui-Tuv  some  years  ago,  said  :—  "Toulouse  geese  are 
very  large,  docile,  and  great  layers  for  so  large  a  breed  ; 
but  they  are  slow  to  mate:  ganders  mate  with  fewest 
geese  of  all,  and  their  very  early  eggs  are  rarely  fertile. 
They  grow  a  very  large  frame,  but  grow  slow,  and  do 
not  get  plump  or  fatten  readily  until  late  in  the  fall. 
Their  plumage  is  easily  plucked,  but  as  it  is  dark  their 
skin  does  not  have  the  attractive  appearance  of  that  of 
the  white  goslings.  Therefore,  this  breed  is  not  just 
suited  to  the  production  of  early  goslings. 

"Embden  geese  are  large,  docile,  and  their  goslings 
grow  plump  and  large  very  (juickly;  have  yellow  bills 
and  legs,  and  the  most  desirable  white  plumage.  They 
also  pick  easily.  They  seem  almost  all  that  could  be 
desired  of  any  pure  breed,  but  they  have  their  faults. 
They  lay  later  in  the  season  than  any  other  breed,  and 
fewer  eggs.  The  ganders  are  also  backward  in  mating, 
and  many  infertile  eggs  are  produced. 
The  goslings  that  are  secured  are  all  that 
could  be  desired,  but  they  are  few  in 
number  and  appear  on  the  scene  rather 
late. 

"African  geese  are  as  large  as  the 
I'jnbden  and  Toulouse;  lay  more  eggs 
than  the  Embden,  and  nearly  as  many  as 
the  Toulouse,  and  lay  them  nearly  as 
early  as  the  Chinese  varieties.  They  arc 
prompt  to  mate,  and  the  ganders  will 
mate  with  more  geese,  and  their  early 
eggs  will  be  more  fertile  than  those  of 
any  other  large  breed.  They  are  steady, 
docile,  and  great  feeders.  The  goslings  • 
grow  faster  up  to  the  time  they  should 
be  marketed,  and  are  easily  fattened. 
Many  more  large  goslings  will  be  secured 
earlier  than  from  the  other  varieties.  IS 
you  have  ten  females  each  of  Africans, 
Embdens,  and  Toulouse,  with  the  proper 
number  of  ganders  on  your  place,  and 
give  them  the  same  chance,  you  will 
have  after  the  hatching  season  is  over 
many  more  African  goslings  than  either 
Toulouse  or  Embden.  Probably  three 
times  as  many  Africans  will  be  secured  as  PJmbdens, 
and  twice  as  many  as  Toulouse.  This  has  been  our 
experience.  Of  course  there  are  exceptions  to  all  rules. 
African  goslings  are  more  salable  dressed  than  anythin,' 
except  the  Embden,  and  as  they  get  in  ahead,  bring  as 
much  or  more  per  pound.  Their  drawback  is  their  dark 
bill  and  dark  plumage." 

Of  the  Chinese  geese  Mr.  Cushman  expresses  thin 
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opinion:  —  "They  are  small,  nervous,  and  noisy  by 
nature,  and  are  the  least  able  to  withstand  cold  or 
heat.  They  are  timid  and  excitable,  and  hard  to  fatten, 
also  to  pick,  but  they  are  earliest  and  most  profitable 
layers  and  producers  of  all.  Their  pure  bred  goslings 
are  the  least  favored  by  fatteners  and  marketmen  of 
all  varieties." 

Mr.  Geo.  H.  Pollard,  comparing  the  breeds  of  geese, 
says : — '  'There  has  been  considerable  question  as  to  which 
is  the  best'breed  for  general  purposes.  The  three  breeds 
which  have  the  strongest  following  are  the  Toulouse, 
African,  and  Embden.  Each  of  these  has  its  special 
virtues.  The  Toulouse  is  the  largest  of  the  three,  and 
produces  a  very  strong  and  quick  growing  gosling. 
Owing  to  its  great  si/e,  however,  it  is  longer  in  reaching 
maturity,  and  when  fully  matured  is  too  large  to  suit  the 
best  trade  in  the  New  England  market.  The  female 
produces  a  fair  number  of  eggs,  and  on  the  whole,  the 
breed  is  easily  managed  and  is  profitable. 

"The  African  is  a  smaller  bird,  is  darker  in  plumage, 
and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  hardest  to  dress 
of  any  of  the  breeds.  The  female  is  the  best  layer  of 
the  three  breeds  mentioned.  The  eggs  are  of  fair  size, 
and  under  proper  treatment  are  generelly  well  fertilized. 
The  young  are  strong  and  hardy,  and  grow  quickly  to 
a  size  which  is  well  suited  to  the  market  demand.  The 
principal  objection  to  the  young  of  this  variety  comes 
from  the  fact  that  they  are  at  most  stages  liberally 
covered  with  colored  pinfeathers  and  down,  which  serve 
to  mar  the  value  of  the  carcass  for  high  class  family  trade. 

"The  Embden  unites  the  good  quaUties  of  the  Toulouse 
and  the  African,  while  it  is  without  their  failings.  The 
mature  birds  are  a  beautiful  clear  white,  with  flesh 
colored  bills  and  legs.  They  are  medium  size  and  weight. 
The  females  are  good  layers.  The  young  are  stong  and 
quick  growers,  and  being  without  dark  pinfeathers  and 
down,  they  dress  clean  and  white  at  any  age.  The 
carcass  is  more  tempting  and  sells  more  quickly  to  fas- 
tidious consumers.  The  quality  of  the  flesh  is  about  the 
same  in  all  three.  Probably  no  one  could  detect  any 
difference  in  either  tenderness  or  flavor.  The  Embden 
and  Toulouse  are  more  tractable  and  easy  to  manage 
than  the  African,  which  is  the  most  pugnacious  of  the 
three  breeds. " 

From  these  opinions,  which,  though  not  strictly  agree- 
ing, are  not  radically  diti'erent,  the  reader  inay  judge 
something  of  what  breed  will  be  most  satisfactory  to  him. 
Messrs.  Cushman  and  Pollard  are,  of  course,  considering 
the  three  breeds  as  producers  of  goslings  to  be  sold  at 
periods  of  high  prices  or  to  an  exacting  trade.  The 
reader  who  wishes  to  produce  for  himself,  or  for  a  local 
market,  and  does  not  intend  to  go  into  geess  extensively, 
may  find  faults  that  were  serious  from  their  point  of 
view  of  little  importance  from  his.  Mr.  Cushman  ad- 
vocated very  strongly  the  use  of  crossbred  goslings  for 
market.  It  should  be  said,  however,  that  the  experi- 
ments made  with  crosses  took  account  of  too  small 
numbers,  to  give  force  to  the  general  conclusions  drawn 
from  them,  and  that  very  few  goose  growers  have  done 
anything  systematically  in  this  line  except  those  engaged 
in  the  production  of  "mongrel"  geese.  In  the  goose 
growing  sections  of  Rhode  Island  where  geese  are  bred 
more  extensively  than  anywhere  else  in  this  country, 
the  geese  used  are  generally  grades  produced  by  various 
mixtures  of  the  blood  of  the  three  improved  breeds  we 
have  under  consideration  with  the  old  common  goose. 
The  goslings  from  this  stock,  while  not  equal  to  the  pure 
breeds  or  their  direct  crosses,  grow  rapidly  to  a  good 
size  and  seem  to  suit  tlie  requirements  of  the  trade. 

Getting  a  Start  With  Geese 

If  one  wishes  to  grow  more  than  a  few  goslings  year 
after  year  the  best  plan  is  to  begin  with  adult  birds  three 
years  old  or  over,  (ieese  do  not  come  to  full  maturity 
until  about  three  years  of  age,  and  rarely  give  at  all 
satisfactory  results  until  two  years  old.  The  young  geese 
will  lay  and  some  of  the  eggs  may  hatch,  but  the  go.slings 
are  apt  to  be  weakly  and  not  thrifty. 

Good  stock  of  the  improved  breeds  usually  costs  three 
to  five  dollars  per  bird.  It  is  better  to  purchase  some 
months  in  advance  of  the  breeding  season,  as  the  geese 
will  not  breed  well  if  moved  just  prior  to  the  laying 
period.  If  stock  has  not  been  purchased  early  it  is  usually 
better  either  to  let  the  matter  go  over  another  season ,  or  to 
buy  eggs.  In  any  case  one  must  expect  it  to  take  several 
seasons  to  get  a  flock  of  geese  established  in  new  quarters 
and  breeding  satisfactorily,  for  good  breeders  of  mature 
age  are  not  often  ofTered  for  sale,  and  the  young  geese 
require  two  years,  and  sometimes  more,  before  they 
produce  well.  Once  established,  however,  a  flock  of 
breeding  geese  can  be  kept  unchanged  for  quite  a  long 
period.    The  females  are  said  to  be  profitable  up  to  ten 
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or  twelTC  years  of  age,  and  the  males  to  a  little  inore 
than  half  those  ages,  say  six  or  seven  yeal-s. 

From  one  to  four  females  are  mated  with  each  male. 
Young  geese  are  disposed  to  pair.  As  the  ganders  grow 
older  they  will  usually  serve  more  mates,  but  they  do 
not  copulate  indiscriminately  as  fowls  and  ducks  do. 
Each  gander  serves  only  his  own  mates,  and  an  Unmated 
goose  in  a  flock  in  which  all  the  gatiders  have  other 
mates  may  be  entirely  neglected.  For  this  reason  goose 
growers  often  put  an  extra  gander  with  the  flock  to  pick 
up  and  mate  with  any  neglected  or  discarded  female. 
Usually  when  a  gander  and  goose  have  mated  once  they 
are  faithful  to  each  other  as  long  as  allowed  to  remain 
together,  and  often  refuse  to  take  another  mate  for  a 
long  time  after  being  separated.  This  trait  makes  it 
possible  once  the  geese  are  mated  to  allow  as  many 
families  as  desirable  to  run  in  one  flock,  even  though 
they  be  of  different  breeds. 

Houses  and  Fences 

Geese  require  very  little  shelter,  and  the  heavier  breeds 
are  restrainetl  by  almost  any  sort  of  a  barrier.  They 
do  not  seem  to  mind  severe  storms  in  the  least,  but  will 
lie  down  on  the  snow,  draw  their  feet  up  into  their 
plumage  and  seem  supremely  contented,  no  matter  how 
cold  or  rough  the  weather  is.  I  have  some  this  winter 
that  have  gone  into  a  small  shed  with  a  cockerel  for 
which  they  seemed  to  have  a  special  liking  but  as  soon 
as  the  cockerel  was  take  away  quit  going  under  cover 
and  remained  out  in  severe  sleet  storms.  A  low  rough 
shed  open  to  the  south  will  provide  all  the  shelter  needed 
and  it  need  not  be  much  larger  than  will  give  the  flock 
standing  room  under  it.  My  own  experience  with  geese 
has  been  limited  to  small  numbers,  but  though  I  have 
always  provided  shelter  for  them  and  kept  the  floors 
littered  the  geese  have  made  so  little  use  of  these  comforts 
that  continuing  them  seems  more  in  the  line  of  satisfying 
my  conscience  than  providing  for  their  needs.  Some- 
times they  have  to  be  confined  at  night  for  protection, 
but  as  a  rule  they  can  take  care  of  themselves. 

Care  of  Breeding  Geese 

Geese  breed  best  on  pasture  with  streams  and  ponds 
accessible.  They  require  little  grain  if  the  pasture  is 
abundant.  If  pasture  is  short  it  may  be  supplemented 
by  grain  and  vegetables.  In  winter  they  should  be  fed 
mostly  on  vegetable  foo'I,  cut  clover,  alfalfa,  cabbage, 
beets,  turnips,  etc.,  with  oats  or  barley  and  bran.  Corn 
is  generally  too  fattening,  and  most  breeders  are  very 
sparing  in  feeding  it.  Herewith  are  given  the  rations 
of  several  well  known  breeders  of  geese:  — 

Ration  I.—  "Through  the  laying  and  breeding  season, 
in  addition  to  grass,  they  should  be  fed  twice  a  day  with 
shorts  and  corn  meal,  equal  parts,  thoroughly  moistened 
with  cold  water,  but  not  too  wet  lest  it  produce  diarrhea ; 
add  ten  percent  of  beef  scaps,  or  its  equivalent."— Ridd. 

R.vriox  II.  -  "Take  some  boxes  eight  inches  deep,  and 
put  some  oats  or  barley  in  them.  Place  these  in  the 
pasture  away  from  other  fowls.  There  is  no  danger  of 
overfeeding  grain  if  the  geese  have  pasture.  Give  corn 
only  in  coldest  weather  —  when  it  is  storming,  or  there 

is  so  much  snow  that  they  cannot  go  foraging."  

NKw>r.\x. 

Ration  III.—  "  Turn  out  on  pasture  from  .Jime  until 
fall;  feed  no  grain  while  grass  is  available,  then  feed 
lightly  of  oats  and  whole  corn.  After  February  Ist, 
give  full  ration:  A  mixture  of  corn  meal,  shorts,  beef 
scraps,  boile<l  potatoes,  or  turnips  in  the  morning;  whole 
grain  in  the  afternoon."— Wiijuk. 

Geese  usually  begin  laying  late  in  the  winter,  or  in 
the  early  spring.  Not  many  lay  while  there  is  snow  on 
the  ground.  When  the  goose  is  ready  to  lay  she  is  apt 
to  seek  out  a  nest  for  herself,  and  having  once  selected  a 
place  is  impatient  of  any  interference  with  her  laying 
habit.  The  goose,  as  a  rule,  looks  for  a  somewhat 
secluded  place,  and  as  a  pasture  often  furnishes  few- 
such  places,  keepers  make  a  practice  of  providing  nests 
that  may  attract  the  geese.  An  empty  barrel  placed  on 
its  side  with  a  little  earth  in  it  to  hold  it  steady  and 
make  a  foundation  for  the  nest,  then  a  little  straw  or 
hay  added,  is  the  usual  nesting  place  furnished.  Often 
the  geese  will  ignore  these  and  make  their  own  nest  right 
in  the  open. 

As  geese  lay  but  few  eggs  it  is  customary  to  take 
them  away  as  laid  during  ihe  first  laying  period,  and 
give  them  to  hens  to  hatch,  or  place  them  in  an  incuba- 
tor, and  not  allow  the  geese  to  incubate  until  they  have 
laid  a  second  lot  of  eggs. 

Hatching  Goslings 

The  hatching  of  goslings  by  natural  methods,  whether 
with  hens  or  geese,  differs  little  from  the  hatching  of 
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other  fowls.  The  points  of  diflference  in  hatching  with 
hens  are  those  which  depend  upon  the  size  of  the  eggs 
and  the  length  of  the  period  of  incubation.  The  eggs  of 
the  large  breeds  of  geese  are  very  large,  and  early  in 
the  season  three  will  be  found  enough  for  a  medium 
sized  hen.  Later  when  the  atmosphere  and  ground  are 
warmer  more  eggs  may  be  given,  but  it  is  rarely  wise  to 
give  more  than  five  large  goose  eggs  to  a  hen.  The 
period  of  incubation  being  thirty  days,  approximately 
half  as  long  again  as  the  incubation  period  for  hens' 
eggs,  hens  that  are  not  in  good  condition  and  free  from 
lice  are  likely  to  neglect  or  desert  their  eggs.  Hence, 
besides  taking  special  care  to  use  hens  that  are  in  good 
condition  and  to  guard  againt  lice,  which  multiply  much 
faster  on  a  hen  late  in  a  prolonged  period  of  incubation 
than  while  she  is  active  and  robust,  it  is  well  to  watch  the 
hens  very  closely  after  the  third  week  of  incubation,  and 
remove  any  that  seem  to  be  losing  condition,  giving 
their  eggs  to  fresher  hens. 

When  geese  are  used  for  hatching  they  may  be  allowed 
twelve  to  fifteen  eggs.  I'sually  they  must  be  set  where 
they  have  been  laying.  Many  growers  simply  leave  the 
eggs  of  the  second  litter  in  the  nest. 

Goose  eggs  can  be  tested  from  the  fourth  to  the  sixth 
day,  and  the  infertiles  removed.  Testing  should  always 
be  attended  to  with  the  early  hatches  and  under  hens. 
With  eggs  set  under  geese  late  in  the  season  it  is  not 
essential,  for  the  eggs  usually  run  very  fertile  then,  and 
as  the  incubating  goose  does  not  like  interference  it  is  as 
well  to  let  her  alone. 

ArWidal  Hatching  of  r/rj.s^jHSf.*.  — Artificial  methods  are 
very  little  used  for  hatching  goose  eggs.  r)nly  a  few 
operators  of  incubators  have  had  at  all  satisfactory  results 
with  them.  One  of  these,  Mr.  Samuel  Cushman,  gave 
me  a  few  years  ago  the  following  points  on  the  artificial 
incubation  of  goose  eggs: — 

"Goose  eggs  need  more  drying  out  than  hen  or  duck 
eggs,  and  also  need  more  cooling.  When  an  incubator 
containing  goose  eggs  is  run  as  for  hens'  eggs  the  air  cells 
are  too  small,  not  enough  of  the  fluids  of  the  eggs  are 
absorbed,  the  goslings  are  glued  up,  weakly  and  cannot 
get  out  of  their  shells.  Goslings  under  hens  are  also  much 
slower  getting  out  than  those  under  geese.  Sometimes 
they  remain  for  a  whole  day  after  pipping  the  shell,  with 
bill  protruding  through  the  opening,  gaining  strength 
before  making  a  final  eflbrt.  W' hen  in  such  a  state,  if 
the  air  in  the  egg  chamber  of  the  machine,  or  the  air 
surrounding  the  nest  of  hen  is  not  moist,  the  membranes 
of  the  eggs  will  adhere  to  the  goslings  so  that  it  cannot 
get  out.  After  the  first  week,  whether  under  hens  or  in. 
incubators,  they  need  moisture.  If  in  nests  they  should 
be  sprinkled  every  two  or  three  days  or  put  in  warm 
water  from  thirty  seconds  to  a  minute.  With  goose 
eggs  in  incubators,  especially  in  ordinary  hot  air  incu- 
bators, it  is  very  important  to  soak  the  eggs  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  hatch.  They  may  Ije  soaked  every 
two  or  three  days  after  the  fifteenth  day,  or  daily  during 
the  last  ten  days. 

"The  temperature  required  for  the  incubation  of  goose 
eggs  is  lower  than  for  hens'  eggs,  but  the  machine  need 
not  on  that  account  be  run  at  a  lower  temperature. 
Required  conditions  are  met  by  running  machine  at 
usual  temperature,  and  cooling  egg.s  more,  thus  giving 
them  a  lower  mean  temperature.  Toward  the  last  the 
heat  will  naturally  run  up,  and  it  is  best  to  allow  it  to 
do  so.  Some  of  the  best  hatches  were  obtained  when 
the  thermometer  registered  Inii  and  lii7^.  To  furnish 
the  required  moisture  while  the  eggs  are  hatching,  pans 
of  hot  water  are  put  for  short  periods  beneath  the  trays 
Fnder  such  conditions  the  largest  per  cent  hatches  were 
obtained.  This  process,  however,  must  be  conducted 
with  caution,  for  it  is  easy  to  overdo  it,  and  then  the 
dried  matter  within  the  shell  seems  to  dissolve  and  glue 
over  the  gosling.  What  i.s  wanted  at  the  period  of  ex- 
clusion is  a  high  degree  of  heat  not  to  long  continued, 
and  just  moisture  enough  to  prevent  the  membrane 
drying  and  sticking  while  the  goslings  are  working  their 
way  out. 

"The  cooling  in  the  incubators  should  begin  at  the 
tenth  day.  It  need  not  at  first  be  very  carefully  done,  a 
slight  cooling  sufficing;  but  as  the  animal  heat  in  the 
fertile  eggs  increases,  more  care  must  l)e  taken,  and  after 
the  eighteenth  day  cooling  and  moistening  should  !>e 
very  carefully  attended  to  until  the  eggs  pip.  Moisten- 
ing the  eggs  cools  them  rapidly  by  evaporation  of  the 
water  on  the  shells,  and  it  is  possil^le  that  the  dipping  in 
water  is  more  beneficial  in  cooling  the  egg.s  than  in  fur- 
nishing the  required  moisture,  for  the  cooling  efl!"ect  is 
always  pronounced,  while  the  moisture  efTect  of  a  single 
application  of  water  is  imperceptible.  When  cooled  dry 
the  cooling  toward  the  close  of  the  hatch  should  continue 
until  temperature  has  been  reduced  to  SO^  to  85°." 
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After  the  Qoslings  are  Hatched 

Whatever  method  of  hatching  is  used,  the  goslings 
should  he  kept  warm  ard  quiet  after  exclusion,  and  for 
the  first  few  days.  Mr.  Cushman  thought  it  better  to 
remove  goslings  at  once  fr.im  the  egg  chamber  and  place 
in  brooder.  With  hens  it  is  well  to  remove  the  goslings 
as  hatched  to  a  flannel  lined  basket  kept  in  a  warm 
place,  until  the  hatch  is  completed,  when  they  may  be 
given  to  the  hens  that  are  to  brood  them.  It  is  best  to 
remove  the  hen  from  the  nest  and  give  her  a  box  large 
enough  to  let  her  turn  about  and  give  tlie  goslings  a 
chance  to  get  from  under  her  and  move  about  a  bit,  yet 
not  away  and  get  chilled.  With  a  goose  mother  the 
goelings  may  be  let  alone,  and  as  they  are  generally 
much  stronger  when  hatched  by  a  gooFe,  are  not  so 
likely  to  snfi'er  from  tlight  exposures. 

Except  for  the  precautions  to  he  taken  during  the  first 
few  days,  the  care  of  growing  goslings  is  as  simple  as 
anything  can  be.  I  give  here  first  statements  as  to  care 
and  feeding  from  eeveral  of  our  best  authorities,  and 
following  these  a  few  comments  from  my  own  more  limited 


good  food  as  can  be  given  from  then  on,  provided  they 
have  at  all  times  an  abundance  of  tender  grass  to  eat, 
and  the  amount  of  cracked  corn  fed  is  such  as  will 
leave  them  always  hungry  for  grass.  An  exclusive  diet 
of  grain  or  dough,  without  plenty  of  grass,  or  too  great 
a  quantity,  even  with  grass,  will  spoil  them — cause  them 
to  lose  the  use  of  their  legs  an<l  die.  If  grain  is  fed 
sparingly  while  they  are  young,  grass  being  three-fourths 
of  their  food,  few  will  be  lost.  To  make  the  best  growth 
they  should  have  succulent  green  food  before  them  while 
they  can  see  to  eat.  If  shut  in  for  a  short  time  morning 
and  evening,  or  on  a  stormy  day,  they  should  have  a 
continual  supply  of  freshly  mown  rye,  oats,  clover,  or 
corn  fodder.  Otherwise  they  will  fret  and  lose  much 
weight.  When  the  object  is  to  raise  show  birds  of  great 
size  and  frame  at  maturity,  it  may  be  best  to  feed  oat 
meal,  gluten  feed,  and  bran  liberally,  as  well  as  corn  and 
grass  or  clover;  but  there  will  be  less  uniformity  under 
this  feeding,  and  more  will  be  lost."  — Cusir.M.\.\. 

Ration  III.  "  They  need  plenty  of  green  food;  and 
soft  tender  grass,  rye,  or  other  growing  grains  shoul<l 


grow  very  fat  on  it  without  showing  any  indications  of 
weakness. 

In  visiting  the  Rhode  Island  growers  of  geese,  one 
may  find  great  diversity  in  methods  of  feeding,  as  far  as 
the  use  of  foods  supplementing  the  abundant  pasturage 
given  is  concerned.  I  have  seen  the  goslings  on  one 
farm  fed  a  stiflf  dough  largely  of  corn  meal ;  those  on 
the  next  a  mixture  of  much  the  same  consistency,  but 
carrying  less  meal  and  more  bran  ;  while  perhaps  at  the 
very  next  place  vLsited  the  food  would  be  more  of  the 
consistency  usually  given  hogs  to  drink  ;  yet  under  all 
these  dilt'erent  methods  of  feeding,  the  results  appeared 
to  be  etjually  good,  and  from  this  I  think  it  reasonable 
to  conclude  that  with  good  pasture  the  kind  and  con- 
sistency of  grain  food  makes  little  difference. 

One  point  especially  necessary  to  observe  if  the  gos- 
lings are  to  be  kept  healthy  is  to  either  give  pasture 
large  enough  to  have  clean  grass  in  abundance,  or  move 
the  geese  often.  A  favorite  method  with  those  who  grow 
them  in  large  numbers  is  to  divide  a  small  field  into 
three  or  four  sections,  and  pasture  one  section  at  a  time. 
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experience  and  from  observations  made  in  sections  where 
the  growing  of  gfese  is  generally  carried  on. 

Food  and  Care  of  Gosling^s 

Kation  I.  "  The  first  two  or  three  (lays  keep  them  in 
a  warm  place  and  give  a  little  soaked  bread  and  water. 
In  nice  weather  turn  them  out  in  small  enclosures  which 
can  be  moved  every  day.  After  a  week  let  them  go. 
The  first  four  or  five  weeks  give  nothing  but  stale  bread 
occasionally,  hut  always  leave  them  at  liberty  to  get  all 
the  grass  or  clover  they  want.  Do  not  soak  the  bread, 
as  they  do 'not  like  it  so  well,  .\fter  five  weeks  give  a 
mash  of  twc-thinis  bran  and  one-third  corn  meal.  To 
fatten:  After  six  weeks  feed  one-half  bran,  one  half  , 
corn  meal ;  do  not  feed  it  sloppy.  Never  allow  goslings 
to  go  to  the  water  until  fully  feathered,  and  then  only 
let  those  go  which  are  to  be  kept  for  breeders." — 

Ne  W.MAX. 

R.\^Tio.\  If.  "Goslings  are  bettter  ofl  if  they  get 
nothing  but  tender  grass  and  water  the  first  day  they 
are  out,  or  before  they  are  forty-eight  hours  old.  The 
next  day  they  may  be  fe<l  two  or  three  times,  but  very 
lightly,  with  scalded  cracked  corn.    This  is  probably  as 


be  freely  fed.  A  good  green  run  is  really  one  of  the 
necessary  aids  to  the  proper  growth  of  young  goslings. 
While  many  of  the  old  timers  disbelieve  in  the  feeding 
of  grain  to  young  birds,  we  strongly  urge  that  they  be 
fed  regularly  three  or  four  times  a  day,  as  much  as  they 
will  eat  of  a  mixture  similar  to  that  which  is  fed  to  the 
young  ducks.  This,  in  addition  to  the  green  range  will 
cause  a  growth  that  will  astonish  the  natives  and  yield 
a  profit  to  the  producer.  The  young,  as  well  as  the 
old,  need  free  access  to  stores  of  grit  and  shell.  While 
not  so  timid  in  disposition  as  ducks,  they  should  be  kept 
free  from  disturbance,  and  all  possible  pains  taken  to 
keep  them  contented  and  happy ;  contentment  means 
/  growth,  and  growth  means  profit." — Poi.i.ahd. 

My  own  experience  in  growing  goslings  favors  ^It. 
I'ollard's  methods  rather  than  the  others.  Feeding 
whole  or  cracked  grain  freely,  even  as  part  of  the  ration, 
I  have  found  likely  to  put  goslings  otf  their  legs,  and  I 
have  invariably  brought  them  right  up  again  by  going 
promptly  back  to  a  mash  feed  as  soon  as  signs  of  this 
trouble  appeared.  If  grain  is  sparsely  scattered  the 
goslings  take  a  good  deal  without  injury,  and  after  they 
are  well  grown  will  eat  a  good  deal  of  hard  grain  and 


Marketing  Qeese 

For  profit,  geese  are  sold  at  ten  to  twelve  weeks  old, 
at  which  ages  they  should  weigh  from  8  or  9  to  12  or  13 
pounds.  If  pushed  right  along  they  should  be  ready  to 
market  at  ten  weeks,  and  at  their  best  weight  as  green 
geese  at  that  age.  If  intended  for  home  consumption, 
they  may  be  kept  longer,  and  as  most  people  want  them 
to  eat  in  winter  it  may  be  as  well  in  growing  for  home 
use  to  feed  sparingly  of  grain  foods  until  near  the  time 
of  killing,  when  grain  may  be  given  freely  to  fatten. 

Methods  of  killing,  dressing,  etc.,  for  market  are 
practically  the  same  as  for  ducks. 


Egg  Exports 

There  has  been  some  interest  in  our  egg  market  on  the 
part  of  British  merchants,  and  one  lot  of  1,0(X)  cases 
was  cleared  for  Hull  last  week.  Other  cable  correspond- 
ence and  letters,  however,  generally  indicate  that  prices 
would  have  to  go  lower  here  to  attract  any  considerable 
orders.  There  have  been  a  number  of  orders  from  Buenos 
Aires,  and  some  stock  has  been  packed  to  go  forward  on 
a  steamer  sailing  about  April  1st. — N.  V.  Produce  Review. 
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AN  OLD  AFRICAN  EXPLORER'S  NOTES  OF 
INTEREST  TO  POULTRYMEN 

HA.\'JXG  recently  read  tlie  account  of  J.ivingstonc's 
Expedition  to  the  Zambesi,  published  in  hSoS, 
and  found  in  it  a  good  many  references  to  matters 
of  interest  to  poultry  men,  I  am  reprinting  here  a  num- 
ber of  disconnected  passages  selected  from  the  book. 
One  of  the  objects  of  the  expedition  was  to  communi- 
cate to  the  natives  elementary  information  on  agricul- 
tural matters,  of  which  they  were  assumed  to  be  quite 
ignorant.  Much  to  Dr.  Livingstone's  surprise  he  found 
that  the  natives  generally  had  a  considerable  knowledge 
of  agriculture,  although  their  methods  were  primitive 
and  their  implements  usually  crude. 

Poultry  culture  seems  to  have  had  the  same  status 
among  the  negro  races  of  Africa  as,  according  to  ac- 
counts of  travelers,  it  has  among  semi-civilized  peoples 
generally.  Fowls  and  eggs  seem  to  have  been  abundant 
among  all  tribes.  If  the  reference  to  capons  is  correct, 
and  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  it  is,  for  Livingstone 
is  usually  precise,  it  would  appear  that  some  attention 
was  given  to  specialization  and  improvement. 

"  MatoDga,  one  of  the  men,  has  volunteered  to  take 
the  sole  charge  of  our  fire,  and  is  to  receive  for  his  ser- 
vices the  customary  payment  of  the  heads  and  necks  of 
all  the  beasts  we  kill ;  and,  except  on  the  days  when  only 
Guinea  fowl  are  shot,  he  thus  gets  abundance  of  food. 
He  bears  our  fowl  diet  resignedly  for  a  few  days,  and 
then,  if  no  large  game  is  killed,  he  comes  and  expostu- 
lates as  seriously  as  he  did  with  the  lion  that  envied  us 
our  buflalo  meat:  '  Morena,  my  lord,  a  hungry  man 
cannot  fill  his  stomach  with  the  head  of  a  bird ;  he  is 
killed  with  hunger  for  want  of  meat,  and  will  soon,  from 
sheer  weakness,  be  unable  to  carry  the  wood  for  the  fire ; 
he  ought  to  have  an  entire  bird  to  save  him  from  dying 
of  starvation.'  His  request  being  reasonable,  and 
Guinea  fowl  abundant,  it  is  of  course  complied  with. 
Guinea  fowl  are  conveniently  numerous  on  the  Zambesi 
during  the  dry  season ;  they  then  collect  in  large  flocks 
and  come  daily  to  the  river  to  drink,  and  roost  at  night 
on  the  tall  acacia  trees  on  its  banks.  We  usually  fall  in 
with  two  or  three  flocks  in  the  course  of  the  day's  march, 
and  find  that  they  are  all  fat  and  in  excellent  condition. 
In  a  few  spots,  as  at  Shupanga,  a  second  variety  is 
found,  which  has  a  pretty  black  feathery  crest,  and  is  a 
much  handsomer  bird  than  the  common  one;  the  native 
name  is  Khanga  Tore,  and  its  spots  are  a  fine  light  blue. 
Naturalists  call  it  Nurnida  crislnla." 

"  There  must  be  something  in  the  appearance  of  white 
men  frightfully  repulsive  to  the  unsophisticated  natives 
of  Africa;  for,  on  entering  villages  previously  un visited 
by  Europeans,  if  we  met  a  child  coming  quietly  and 
unsuspectingly  toward  us,  the  moment  he  raised  his  eyes 
and  saw  the  men  in  the  "  bags,' '  he  would  take  to  his 
heels  in  an  agony  of  terror,  such  as  we  might  feel  if  we 
met  a  live  Egyptian  mummy  at  the  door  of  the  British 
Museum.  Alarmed  by  the  child's  wild  outcries,  the 
mother  rushes  out  of  her  hut,  but  darts  back  again  at 
the  first  glimpse  of  the  same  fearful  apparation.  Dogs 
turn  tail,  and  scour  oli'  in  dismay;  and  hens,  abandon- 
ing their  chickens,  fly  screaming  to  the  tops  of  the 
houses.  The  so  lately  peaceful  village  becomes  a  scene 
of  confusion  and  hubbub  until  calmed  by  the  laughing 
assurance  of  our  men  that  white  people  do  not  eat  black 
folks." 

"On  the  morning  of  .luly  .'id  a  herd  of  elephants 
passed  within  fifty  yards  of  our  sleeping  jilace,  going 
down  to  the  river  along  the  dry  bed  of  a  rivulet. 
Starting  a  few  minutes  before  the  main  body,  we  come 
upon  large  Hocks  of  Guinea  fowl,  shoot  what  may  be 
wanted  for  dinner  or  next  morning's  breakfast,  and 
leave  them  in  the  path  to  be  picked  up  by  the  cook 
and  his  mates  behind.  As  we  proceed,  francolins  of 
three  varieties  run  across  the  path,  and  hundreds  of 
turtle-doves  rise,  with  great  blatter  of  wing,  ami  fly  oil' 
to  the  trees.  Guinea  fowls,  francolins,  turtle-doves, 
ducks,  and  geese  are  the  game  birds  of  tiiis  region.  At 
sunrise  a  herd  of  pallahs,  standing  like  a  flock  of  sheep, 
allow  the  first  man  of  our  long  Indian  tile  to  approach 
within  fifty  yards;  but,  having  meat,  we  let  them  trot 
oil'  leisurely  and  unmolested.  Soon  afterward  we  come 
upon  a  herd  of  waterl)uck8,  which  here  are  very  much 
darker  in  color  and  drier  in  flesh  than  the  same  species 
near  the  sea.  They  look  at  us  and  we  at  them,  and  we 
pass  on  to  see  a  herd  of  dne  koodoos,  with  a  magnifi- 
cently horned  buck  or  two,  hurrying  oil'  to  the  dry  hill 
sides.  AVe  have  ceased  shooting  antelopes,  as  our  men 
have  been  so  often  gorged  with  meat  that  they  have  be- 
come fat  and  dainty.    They  .[say  that  they  do>ot  want 


more  venison  it  is  so  dry  and  tasteless,  and  ask  why  we 
do  not  give  them  shot  to  shoot  the  more  savory  Guinea 
fowl."^ 

"On  the  morning  of  the  !)th,  after  passing  four  vil- 
lages, we  breakfasted  at  an  old  friend's,  Tombanyama, 
who  lives  now  on  .he  main  land,  having  resigned  the 
reedy  island  where  he  was  first  seen  to  the  buffaloes 
which  used  to  take  his  crops  and  show  fight  to  his  men. 
He  keeps  a  large  flock  of  tame  pigeons,  and  some  fine 
fat  capons,  one  of  which  he  gave  us  with  a  basket  of 
meal. " 

"  We  saw  large  flocks  of  the  beautiful  Numidian 
cranes;  Guinea  fowls  were  still  numerous,  but  rather 
shyer,  as  the  natives  here  shoot  many  with  arrows  and 
kill  them  by  skilfully  throwing  their  clubs." 

"  Some  of  the  natives  here  and  at  Sesheke  know  a  few 
of  the  low  tricks  of  more  civilized  traders.  A  pot  of 
milk  was  brought  to  us  one  evening  which  was  more  in- 
debted to  the  Zambesi  than  to  any  cow.  Baskets  of  fine 
looking  white  meal,  elsewhere,  had  occasionally  the 
lower  lialf  filled  with  bran.  Eggs  are  always  a  perilous 
investment.  The  native  idea  of  a  good  egg  differs  as 
widely  from  our  own  as  is  possible  on  such  a  trifling 
subject.  An  egg  is  eaten  here  with  apparent  relish, 
though  an  embryo  chick  be  inside." 


Josiah  B.  Sliurtleff 

By  Courtesy  of  tlie  Revere  Jcmrnal 


"Beautiful  crowned  cranes,  named  from  their  note, 
'  mawang,'  were  seen  daily,  and  were  beginning  to  pair. 
Large  flocks  of  spur  winged  geese,  or  machikwe,  were 
common.  This  goose  is  said  to  lay  her  eggs  in  March. 
^\'e  saw  also  pairs  of  Egyptian  geese,  as  well  as  a  few  of 
the  knob-nosed,  or,  as  they  are  called  in  India,  combed 
geese.  When  the  Egyptian  geese,  as  at  the  present  time, 
have  young,  the  gooslings  keep  so  steadily  in  the  wake 
of  their  mother  that  they  look  as  if  they  were  a  part  of 
her  tail;  and  both  parents,  when  on  land,  simulate  lame- 
ness quite  as  well  as  our  plovers,  to  draw  oflf  pursuers. 
The  ostrich  also  adopts  the  lapwing  fashion,  but  no 
quadrupeds  do;  they  show  fight  to  defend  their  young 
instead. ' ' 

"The  two  English  sailors  left  in  charge  of  the  steamer 
were  w'ell,  had  behaved  well,  and  had  enjoyed  excellent 
health  all  the  time  we  were  away.  Their  farm  had  been 
a  failure.  A\'e  left  a  few  sheep  to  be  slaughtered  when 
they  wished  for  fresh  meat,  and  two  dozen  fowls.  Pur- 
chasing more,  tliey  soon  had  doubled  the  number  of  the 
latter,  and  anticipated  a  good  supply  of  eggs;  but  they 
also  bought  two  monkey.s,  and  tlii:>i  ate  all  the  eggs.  .\ 
hippoiiotamus  came  up  one  night,  and  laid  waste  their 
vegetable  ganlen ;  the  sheep  broke  into  their  cotton 
patch  when  it  was  in  flower,  and  ate  it  all  except  the 
stems;  then  the  crocodiles  carried  ofl'  the  sheep,  and 
the  natives  stole  the  fowls." 

"On  the  Kith  of  September  we  arrived  at  the  in- 
habited island  of  Cichokomane.  The  usual  way  of  aj)- 
proaching  an  unknown  people  is  to  call  out  in  a  clieer- 
ful  tone,  '  Malondal  '  Things  for  sale,  or  do  you  want 
to  sell  anything?    If  we  can  obtain  a  man  from  the  last 


village,  he  is  employed,  though  only  useful  in  explain- 
ing to  the  next  that  we  come  in  a  friendly  way.  The 
people  here  were  shy  of  us  at  first,  and  could  not  be 
induced  to  sell  any  food  until  a  woman,  more  advent- 
urous than  the  rest,  sold  us  a  fowl.  This  opened  the 
market,  and  crowds  came  with  fowls  and  meal  far  be- 
yond our  wants." 

"  During  our  detention,  in  expectation  of  the  perma- 
nent rise  of  the  river  in  March,  Dr.  Kirk  and  Mr.  C. 
Livingstone  collected  numbers  of  the  wading  birds  of  the 
marshes  and  made  pleasant  additions  to  our  salted  pro- 
visions in  geese,  ducks,  and  hippo]iotamus  flesh.  One 
of  the  comb  or  knob-nosed  geese,  on  being  strangled  in 
order  to  have  its  skin  preserved  without  injury,  con- 
tinued to  breatlie  audilily  by  the  broken  humerus,  or 
wing  bone,  and  other  means  had  to  be  adopted  to  put  it 
out  of  pain.  This  was  as  if  a  man  on  the  gallows  were 
to  continue  to  breathe  by  a  broken  arm  bone,  and 
afforded  us  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that,  in  birds,  the 
vital  air  penetrates  every  part  of  the  interior  of  their 
bodies.  The  breath  ])asses  through  and  round  alrout 
the  lungs — bathes  the  surfaces  of  the  viscera,  and  enters 
the  cavities  of  the  bones;  it  even  penetrates  into  some 
spaces  between  the  muscles  of  the  neck  — and  thus  not 
only  is  the  most  perfect  oxygenation  of  the  blood 
secured,  but,  the  temperature  of  the  blood  being  very 
high,  the  air  in  every  part  is  rarefied,  and  the  great 
lightness  and  vigor  provided  for  that  the  habits  of  birds 
require.  Several  birds  were  found  by  Dr.  Kirk  to  have 
marrow  in  the  tibiii',  though  these  bones  are  generally 
described  as  hollow." 

"  The  country  here,  having  recovered  from  the  e.fTects 
of  the  drought,  was  bright  with  young  green  woodland, 
and  mountains  of  the  same  refreshing  hue.  But  the 
absence  of  the  crowds  which  had  attended  us  as  we 
carried  up  the  boat,  when  the  women  followed  us  for 
miles  with  fine  meal,  vegetables,  and  fat  fowls  for  sale, 
and  the  boys  were  ever  ready  for  a  little  job —  and  the 
oppressive  stillness  i^ore  heavily  on  our  spirits." 

"  On  the  night  of  the  I'ikh  of  September,  a  thief  came 
to  the  sleeping  place  of  our  men  and  stole  a  leg  of  a  goat. 
On  complaining  to  the  deputy  head  man,  he  said  that 
the  thief  had  fled,  but  w'ould  be  caught.  He  suggested 
a  fine,  and  ofi'ered  a  fowl  and  her  eggs;  but,  wishing 
that  tlie  thief  alone  should  be  punished,  it  was  advised 
that  he  should  be  found  and  fined.  The  ^lakololo 
thought  it  best  to  take  the  fowl  as  a  means  of  making 
tlie  punishment  certain.  After  settling  this  matter  on 
the  last  day  of  September,  we  commenced  our  return 
journey." 

"  Oar  guide,  who  belonged  to  the  stockade  near  to 
which  we  had  slept,  declined  to  risk  himself  farther  than 
his  home.  While  waiting  to  hire  another,  ^lasiko  at- 
tempted to  purchase  a  goat,  and  had  nearly  concluded 
the  bargain  when  the  wife  of  the  would-be  .seller  came 
forward  and  said  to  her  husband :  '  You  appear  as  if 
you  were  unmarried ;  selling  a  goat  without  consulting 
your  wife;  what  an  insult  to  a  woman  1  What  sort  of  a 
man  are  you'."  [Masiko  urged  the  man,  saying:  'I^^et  us 
conclude  the  bargain  and  never  mind  her;'  but  he, 
being  better  instructed,  replied:  'No,  I  have  raised  a 
host  against  myself  already,"  and  refused.  If  this  was  a 
fair  specimen  of  domestic  life,  the  women  here  have  the 
same  influence  that  they  have  in  Loiida,  farther  west, 
and  in  many  parts  north  of  the  Zambesi,  where  we  have 
known  a  wife  order  a  husband  not  to  sell  a  fowl,  merely, 
as  we  supposed,  to  show  us  strangers  that  she  had  the 
upper  hand." 

A  VETERAN  OF  THE  BOSTON  SHOW  IN  1849 

Wlli;.\'  .Air.  W.  11.  Brai-kctt  |)a.«sed  away  two  years 
ago  I  supposed  that  his  death  removed  the  last 
of  those  who  had  been  associated  with  the  first 
poultry  show  in  America  at  Boston  in  November,  1S4!». 
So  it  was  <]uite  a  suprise  to  learn  from  Judge  S.  R.  Cutler 
of  Revere,  ]\Ias8.,  that  Mr.  .(osiah  B.  Shurtlefll  of  Bevere, 
who  died  after  a  brief  illness  early  in  .March  was  the 
Shurtleir  of  Sliurtleir  Coolidge,  North  tMielsea,  who 
appear  on  the  catalog  of  the  IM'.I  show  as  exhibitors  of 
"Cochin  Chinese  and  Italian  fowls."  What  1  learned 
from  .ludge  Cutler  of  Mr.  Shurllell's  life-long  interest  in 
fine  poultry  also  caused  regret  that  I  had  lived  so  long 
so  near  this  one  of  the  pioneer  exhibitors  without  making 
his  acquaintance  and  hearing  his  i)er8onal  recollections. 
.Vs  it  is,  all  that  I  am  able  to  say  is  what  .ludge  Cutler 
could  recall  of  what  Mr.  ShurtleS'had  told  him  in  con- 
versation at  various  times. 

Mr.  Shurtleir  was  born  and  lived  all  his  life  on  a  farm 
in  that  iiart  of  the  present  city  of  lievere  which  at  the 
time  of  his  birth  was  calleil  Chelsea  and  later  North 
Chelsea.    From  earlie.-^t  childhood  he  took  a  keen  inter- 
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est  in  the  fine  poultry  kept  on  the  farm  by  his  uncle, 
Mr.  Coolidge.  When  arrangements  were  being  made 
for  the  Public  Garden  show  Mr.  Coolidge,  to  please  his 
nephew  then  about  ten  years  old,  entered  some  fowls 
nniler  the  lirm  name  Shurtlefi' ('oolidge,  and  the  boy 
of  course  attended  the  show  and  through  life  remembered 
much  of  what  he  saw  there. 

The  term  Uochin  Chinese  does  not  indicate  the  precise 
character  of  the  fowls  they  showed,  for  that  might  apply 
to  any  Asiatic  fowl  as  then  bred  ;  but  there  is  little  doubt 
that  what  were  exhibited  us  Italian  fowls  were  Black 
Siiaiiisli. 

-Mr.  Sliurtleli  began  keeping  poultry  for  himself  early 
in  life.  While  he  had  at  dillereut  times  many  varieties, 
the  While  Leghorns  were  his  favorites  and  he  kept  them 
continuously  from  early  in  the  history  of  the  variety  to 
the  day  of  his  death.  It  seems  alUigetber  probable  that 
with  so  keen  and  constant  an  interest  in  poultry  he  was 
associated  with  some  of  the  many  organizations  of  poultry 
fanciers  that  have  llourislied  from  time  to  time  in  the 
suburbs  of  Boston,  but  of  that  we  have  no  definite  in- 
formation. Perhaps  this  notice  will  recall  him  to  some 
of  our  older  readers. 

From  the  obituary  notice  in  the  AV/c/i  ./onnuil  we 
learn  that  Mr.  ShiirtieU'  was  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  of  the  market  gardners  in  this  vicinity,  a 
public  spirited  cit'/en,  and  well  known  in  Masonic 
circles. 

SOME  SPECIAL  CAUSES  OF  POOR  BUSINESS 
IN  POULTRY  LINES 

THAT  the  i)oiiliry  industry  is  alllicted  with  a  depres- 
sion whic-b  has  lasted  so  long  that  many  are  asking 
if  it  is  to  become  chronic,  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge  among  tiio.se  who  take  special  interest  in  it. 
They  are  the  more  (concerned  over  the  present  situation 
because  it  has  lasted  now  for  four  full  years,  while  never 
before  since  this  beaan  to  develop  as  a  specialized  indus- 
try has  any  adverse  iiilluence  seemed  to  do  it  any  lasting 
damage. 

When  business  in  general  was  good,  poultry  business 
throve  because  people  had  money  to  spend  for  tine  exhi- 
bition and  breeding  stock  and  for  choice  table  poultry 
and  eggs.  When  "hard  times' '  came,  poultry  interests 
felt  the  first  shock  the  same  as  others,  but  almost  imme- 
diately began  to  revive  as  peoi)le  turned  to  poultry  keep- 
ing as  an  occupation  especially  alluring  to  those  who 
wanted  to  reduce  their  cost  of  living,  or  engage  in  some 
side  line  that  would  help  their  incomes.  And  when  this 
slump  came  in  I!*!-'  no  one  supposed  th.it  it  would  last 
beyond  two  years  at  most.  The  general  idea  was  that 
the  business  had  been  a  little  overdone  in  the  lines  that 
live  by  advertising,  but  that  "the  market  end"  was 
nourishing,  and  that  within  a  season  or  two,  the  elimin- 
ation of  weak  concerns  in  variotis  lines  antl  a  return  to 
the  normal  rate  of  growth  in  special  lines,  would  make 
business  better  than  ever  for  those  who  held  on. 

Two  years  passed  and  the  outlook,  while  not  brilliant, 
was  not  without  promise,  when  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  in  Europe,  with  its  disturbing  ed'ects  on  financial 
matters  here,  (Uit  a  damper  on  the  situation.  \  late 
hatching  season  bad  also  been  a  check  on  the  i)romotion 
of  trade,  Init  even  with  these  handicaps  there  seemed 
every  prospect  of  l)etler  business  in  Pll  ")  until  the  cattle 
disease,  and  (piarantines  imposed  on  account  of  it, 
almost  stopped  the  trade  in  poultry  at  the  best  part  of 
tlie  season. 

These  were  all  things  that  could  not  have  been  fore- 
seen or  prevented.  Had  they  not  occurred,  and  had 
business  in  the  winter  of  KH Htlti  fulfilled  the  piomiee 
of  indications  at  the  time  the  quarantine  abruptly 
brought  it  to  a  standstill,  it  is  i)ossible  that  i he  causes 
which  seem  to  me  especially  resixinsible  for  the  further 
coutiimance  of  dullness  in  poultry  lines,  either  would 
not  have  developed  or  would  have  done  less  damage. 
These  developments  are  nearly  all,  directly  or  indirectly, 
the  result  of  ill  advised  efforts  to  help  business  by  some 
form  of  certilicaiion,  purification,  or  reformation.  They 
brought  forward  little,  if  anything,  that  was  new.  In- 
tleed,  it  would  not  be  inappropriate  to  describe  the  gen- 
eral reform  movement  that  is  now  cumbering  the  situa- 
tion as  a  grand  revival  of  discredited  measures  and 
ideas.  It  has  simply  become  the  style  to  point  out  some 
evil  or  alleged  wrong  condition  or  practice  as  a  cause  of 
poor  business,  and  inveigh  against  it  aa  a  thing  that 
must  be  remedied  for  ihe  salvation  of  the  industry. 

Tliis  reforuj  epidemic  began  with  the  ostentatious  re- 
puaiaiion,  by  two  leading  poultry  papers,  of  the  common 
practice  of  giving  advertisers  free  write-ups,  readers, 
puH's,  etc.  These  i)apers  have  continued  to  give  adver- 
tisers notices  of  various  kinds  which  other  papers  class 


as  complimentary  references  to  advertising  patrons. 
But  the  point  which  interests  us  here  is  that  they  did 
all  that  they  could  to  impress  their  readers  with  an 
appreciation  of  the  existence  of  a  very  serious  abuse. 
Simultaneously  one  of  these  papers  began  a  very  ener- 
getic campaign  against  the  alleged  imposition  upon  and 
deception  of  buyers  through  the  publication  of  retouched 
photographs  of  fowls.  This  campaign  was  a  part  of  the 
development  of  the  use  of  unretouched  photographs  aa 
a  feature  of  the  |)aper.  It  greatly  exaggerated  the  facts 
as  to  misrepresentation  of  the  kind  condemned.  Its 
remarks  ou  the  subject  were  of  the  character  that  woidd 
lead  readers  who  did  not  know-  the  facts  to  suppose  that 
artists  and  breeders  were  leagued  together  to  lleece  buy- 
ers, and  that  the  buyers'  only  protection  was  an  unre- 
touched photograph. 

Next,  we  have  two  other  leading  papers  (under  one 
general  management)  devoting  large  space  month  after 
month  to  a  few  cases  of  alleged  crookedness  and  "fake" 
poultry  plants.  ^leantime,  another  paper  is  waging  a 
violent  campaign  against  an  alleged  infernal  practice 
which  its  editor  declares  is  responsible  for  all  the  depres- 
sion in  the  poultry  industry,  although  when  (;hallenged 
to  produce  a  single  case  where  the  condition  he  c m- 
demns  produces  such  consetjuences  as  he  alleges  he  side- 
steps. 

With  such  most  prominent  advertisements  of  the  un- 
reliability and  untrustworthiness  among  poultrymen,  we 
have  several  of  these  same  papers  lamenting  again  and 
again  to  their  readers  the  secrecy  which  breeders  nuiiu- 
tain  in  regard  to  methods  of  jjroducing  tine  stock,  and 
calling  upon  the  breeders  to  reveal  these  secrets  and  give 
their  customers  a  chance.  _  Now  the  secrecy  alluded  to 
does  not  exist,  and  the  editor  who  supposes  that  it  d(ies 
simply  demonstrates  to  those  who  know  the  facts  that 
his  knowledge  of  poultry  breeding  is  so  limited  that  he 
cannot  tell  a  statement  of  fact  on  this  suljject  when  he 
sees  it;  but  the  majority  of  those  who  read  what  these 
editors  say  will  accept  it  as  unquestionably  true  that  the 
breeder  who  tells  them  how  to  mate  for  results  still  con- 
ceals the  things  essential  to  best  results.  This,  of  course, 
does  not  stimulate  trade. 

With  editors  taking  the  attitude  that  they  did,  it  was 
natural  for  contributors  to  follow  their  lead  and,  as  a 
result,  we  have  had  during  the  past  year  an  extraordin- 
ary amount  of  articles  directed  against  alleged  evils 
which  the  writers  suppose  must  be  remedied  before  j)oul- 
try  interests  can  prosper.  In  particular,  there  has  been 
a  great  deal  of  condemnation  of  existing  standards  for 
poultry  as  essentially  wrong  and  not  suited  to  the  needs 
of  the  ordinary  poultry  keeper.  Such  stuff  does  not 
promote  interest  in  poultry  breeding. 

As  a  climax  to  these  more  or  less. spontaneous  mala- 
droit reform  measures,  we  have  the  American  Poultry 
Association  at  its  last  meeting  devoting  its  time  largely 
to  matters  relating  to  alleged  abuses  in  the  poultry  in- 
dustry, adopting  resolution  after  resolution  in  condem- 
nation of  forms  of  misconduct  and  wickedness  said  to 
be  rife  in  the  poultry  world,  appointing  committees  to 
investigate  or  regulate,  and  in  effect  proclaiming  that 
there  are  so  many  things  rotten  in  this  poultry  industry 
that  the  supreme  organization  of  poultrymen  must  take 
the  most  vigorous  measures  for  a  wholesale  house 
cleaning. 

The  foregoing  paragraphs  are  a  condensed  and  moder- 
ate statement  of  one  group  of  causes  for  inactive  busi- 
ness in  poultry  lines  that  is  having  the  most  inlluence 
at  the  present  time.  No  business  of  any  kind  can  flour- 
ish in  such  an  atmosphere  of  suspicion  and  distrust  as 
has  been  created  in  the  poultry  world  by  some  of  our 
leading  poultry  journals  and  the  Ameri(;an  Poultry  As- 
sDcia'ion.  I  do  not  think  it  is  possible  to  find  a  parallel 
case  of  the  undermining  of  an  industry  from  the  inside 
by  blundering  ellbrts  in  the  name  of  reform.  Our  \)on\- 
try  departments  at  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment 
stations  have  done  a  number  of  things  in  the  name  of 
tducation  or  of  public  service  that  were  not  wise  be- 
cause they  did  not  take  into  account  what  harm  might 
follow  the  action,  but  we  can  find  some  excuse  for  them 
l)ecause  the  men  in  charge  come  less  in  contact  with 
business  conditions,  and  most  of  them  have  not  hail 
enough  experience  in  the  business  aspects  of  poultry 
culture  to  api)reciate  the  full  eti'ects  of  the  things  that 
they  do  or  the  statements  they  make. 

Since  mention  has  been  made  of  the  colleges  and 
stations  I  will  state  here  the  ways  they  have  hurt  and 
are  hurting  poultry  business.  When  an  institution  or 
department  of  this  kind  undertakes  in  any  way  to  meet 
the  demand  (which  always  exists)  of  those  would-be 
buyers  of  ])0ultry  stock  who  want  someone  supposed  to 
know  to  tell  them  where  they  can  buy  stock  with  the 


assurance  that  they  will  get  just  what  they  Want,  it 
hurts  the  business  of  poultry  breeders  generally.  It 
hurts  the  whole  industry,  although  it  may  help  the 
few  who  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  profit  by 
a  form  of  oliicial  endorsement.  The  department  or  in- 
stitution says,  in  efl'ect,  we  cannot  recommend  breeders 
we  do  not  know,  therefore  we  nmst  liav(\  some  plan  by 
which  we  can  certify  some,  and  in  justification  of  what- 
ever effort  it  may  make  in  this  direction,  there  is  almost 
invariably  presented  a  statement  of  the  reasons  which  is 
prejudicial  to  poultry  interests. 

A  few  years  ago,  a  man  sent  out  by  a  publii;  depart- 
ment to  organize  co  operative  associations  among  farm- 
ers was  addressing  a  convention  coinposed  largely  of 
workers  in  similar  lines.  He  was  telling  them  how  to 
organize  co-operative  circles.  Said  he:  "  Begin  by 
noimcing  the  existing  market  system."  It  did  not  seem 
to  occur  to  him  that  those  conatituting  the  existing  sys- 
tem had  the  right  not  to  be  misrepresented  in  such  ways, 
or  that  by  destroying  (■oiifidence  in  the  existing  system 
ho  was  injuring  the  industry  as  a  whole  far  more  than 
he  could  benefit  a  co-operative  cin^le  here  and  there. 

The  college  and  station  men,  promoting  things  that 
hurt  poultry  business,  do  not  often  go  as  far  as  denucia- 
tion  of  existing  conditions,  but  their  pleas  for  tiieir 
schemes  in  matters  that  afiec^  poultry  business  are  usu- 
ally so  framed  that  the  statement  of  the  occasion  for 
what  they  propose  —  coming  from  an  oliicial  source —  ia 
taken  by  the  (casual  reader  as  by  implication  a  condem- 
luilion  of  those  whose  business  is  alhicled.  In  the  white 
diarrhea  (;ampaign3  and,  in  fact,  nearly  all  through  the 
white  diarrhea  investigations,  statements  as  to  tiie 
nature  and  extent  of  the  trouble  have  been  much  more 
of  the  alarmist  type  than  there  was  occasion  for,  and 
have  been  continually  damaging  to  poultry  interests. 

Poultry  breeders  were  slow  to  realize  that  their  legiti- 
mate business  could  be  seriously  damaged  by  "  educa- 
tional" work  intended  to  benefit  the  industry,  but  most 
of  those  extensively  engaged  in  the  business  can  see  it 
now,  and  I  think  the  educators  are  also  getting  a  diller- 
eut view  of  their  own  responsibility. 

"  Reform  "  movements  from  outside  the  industry,  but 
favored  by  poultrymen  because  of  supf)03ed  benefits  to 
a  class  of  poultry  keepers,  have  hurt  i)0ultry  business. 
Most  important  of  these  is  the  agitation  for  strict  regu- 
lation of  products  that  have  been  in  cold  storage.  As  if 
it  were  a  matter  of  course,  poultrymen  specializing  in 
fresh  eggs  for  market  have  assumed  that  the  more  they 
could  discredit  eggs  and  poultry  that  were  not  strictly 
fresh  the  better  market  and  the  better  prices  they  would 
get  for  their  specialties.  That  was  fallacy.  Instead  of 
removing  cold  storage  stull"  from  competition  by  brand- 
ing it  as  such,  laws  of  the  kind  that  have  been  passed 
educate  buyers  to  the  fact  that  good  cold  storage 
stock  may  be  much  better  than  inferior  fresh  stock  and 
not  noticeably  inferior  to  high  grad(!  fresh  stock.  But, 
aside  from  that,  the  agitation  with  sensational  atoriea 
about  the  danger  in  cold  storage  poultry  and  eggs  that 
has  been  carried  on  by  daily  newspapers  in  connection 
with  the  passage  and  enforcement  of  su(;Ii  laws  has  had 
the  ellect  of  reducing  the  consumption  of  poultry  pro- 
products.  While  such  reduction  of  consumption  cronies 
in  the  ordinary  and  cheai)er  grades  of  poultry  and  eggs 
it  operates  to  depress  prices  of  all  grades  and  (|ualilie8. 

Now  the  things  that  I  have  enumerated  above  are 
what  I  would  call  avoidable  extraordinary  causes  of  de- 
pression in  business  in  poultry  lines.  And  if  you  will 
note  you  will  observe  that  they  relate  mostly  to  mis- 
directed ellorls  to  remedy  evils  or  alleged  evils.  These 
evils,  such  as  they  are,  had  existeil  all  through  the  his- 
tory of  the  industry.  From  lime  to  time  they  have  been 
discussed  and  perhaps  .some  action  taken  in  regard  to 
one  now  and  then,  without  seriously  atlecting  poultry 
business.  But  when  they  are  all  brought  together,  and 
uplift  and  reform  movements  pushed  with  vigor  or 
rancor,  or  both,  at  a  time  when  the  industry  needs  to 
conserve  its  own  powers  of  development,  they  very 
efiectually  block  the  wheels  of  progress. 


It  Was  Queen   Katherine  III.,  of  Grove  Hill 

Poultry  Yards,  Waltham,  Mass. 

By  an  oversight  in  making  up  our  last  issue,  the  name 
and  address  of  the  breeder  of  the  beautiful  Barred  Rock 
pullet,  whose  portrait  adorned  our  title  page,  were 
omitted.  We  take  this  opportunity  to  supply  both,  and 
also  to  mention  the  mating  list  recently  issued  by  <irove 
Hill  Poultry  Yards,  which  will  be  sent  to  any  of  our 
readers  interested  in  Barred  Rocks  or  S.  C.  Brown 
Leghorns  upon  request. 


54 

Farm-Poultry 

Established  September,  1889 

Published  Monthly  by  Farm-Poultry 
Publishing  Company  at  No.  39  Sud- 
bury Street,  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

Subscriptions  in  the  United  States  and  possessions 
and  Mexico,  25  cents  a  year;  five  years,  $1.00.  In 
Canada,  40  cents  a  year;  three  years,  $1.00.  In  other 
countries,  50  cents  a  year. 

Advertising  Rates— Display  advertisements:  10 cents 
per  agate  line;  §1.40  per  inch.  No  advertisement  of 
less  than  one  inch  accepted. 

Classified  Advertisements  —  15  cents  a  line.  No 
advertisement  less  than  two  lines.  Discount  on  yearly 
paid  in  advance  orders. 

Topics  of  the  Times 

Obstacles  to  Complete  Poultry  Census 

THE  American  Poultry  Association  Meeting  at  San 
Francisco  passed  a  resolution  prepared  by  Prof. 
W.  A.  Lippincott,  of  Kansas,  designed  to  secure 
a  most  complete  enumeration  of  poultry  and  valuation 
of  poultry  products  in  the  next  United  States  Census  in 
11)20.  While  heartily  in  favor  of  securing  as  full  and 
accurate  statistics  of  poultry  production  as  possible,  we 
doubt  very  much  that  the  National  Government  can  do 
any  more  or  any  better  in  this  respect  than  it  has  done 
in  the  past. 

When  the  then  Director  of  the  Census  for  IHIO  issued 
to  the  press  a  statement  intended  to  facilitate  the  work 
of  enumerators  by  advising  people  nearly  a  year  in  ad- 
vance just  what  information  they  would  be  asked  to 
give,  it  appeared  that  the  census  of  poultry,  and  poultry 
products,  would  be  as  defective  as  it  had  been  at  other 
limes.  Noting  this,  I  wrote  to  the  Director  of  the  Cen- 
sus, asking  him  if  it  would  not  be  possible  to  arrange 
for  more  accurate  and  complete  poultry  statistics.  He 
replied  that  the  act  of  Congress,  under  which  he  was 
working,  had  been  so  worded  that  a  complete  poultry 
census  could  not  be  made;  and  that,  besides,  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  decennial  United  States  Census 
is  taken  made  it  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  secure 
complete  statistics  for  any  industry.  The  Census  Act 
provides  for  statistics  of  farm  prodwU,  including  poultry. 

The  Director  of  the  Census  said  he  would  be  as  liberal 
as  he  could  in  construing  this,  but  did  not  feel  that  he 
could  call  a  poultry  plant  a  farm,  unless  it  was  a  plant 
that  engaged  the  entire  services  of  one  person.  I  agreed 
with  him  on  that  point.  He  also  said  that  even  if  the 
Act  of  ('ongress  had  given  him  more  latitude  in  the 
matter,  he  was  confronted  by  the  difficulty  of  getting 
census  enumerators  who  could  collect  statistics  for  many 
industries,  for  to  collect  statistics  for  any  industry  re- 
quired some  expert  knowledge  of  that  industry ;  and  the 
Census  Bureau,  being  required  by  law  to  do  its  work  of 
collecting  statistics  for  all  industries  within  a  very  short 
time,  could  not  possibly  secure  enumerators  expert  in 
all  industries.  So  as  there  was  nothing  that  could  be 
done,  it  did  not  seem  to  me  worth  while  to  say  anything 
about  it  in  the  paper.  Some  months  later— if  I  remem- 
ber rightly,  it  was  when  enumerators  were  being  in- 
structed in  their  duties,  and  these  instructions  were  also 
published  for  the  information  of  the  public  —  some  of 
the  other  poultry  editors  discovered  how  faulty  the  cen- 
sus was  going  to  be,  and  a  lot  of  hot  air  criticism  was 
directed  against  the  Census  Bureau  for  its  alleged  short- 
comings in  this  matter. 

It  will  do  no  harm  and  may  help  toward  more  thor- 
ough census  work  if  the  American  Poultry  Association 
makes  an  effort  to  secure  more  complete  poultry  statis- 
tics. Whatever  it  does  must  be  done  when  the  question 
of  an  appropriation  for  taking  the  census  comes  before 
Congress.  To  bring  before  Congress  the  fact  that  when 
only  poultry  "on  farms"  is  included  in  the  enumeration 
of  poultry,  the  very  large  (in  the  aggregate)  amount  of 
poultry  in  cities,  towns,  and  villages  is  not  counted,  may 
not  immediately  convince  Congress  that  it  ought  to  be 
counted.  For  if  back  yard  flocks  of  poultry  are  to 
have  special  consideration,  why  not  all  other  town  lot 
products? 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  rational  way  to  take  a  census 
is  through  the  local  assessors.  In  this  state,  and  some 
others,  the  assessors  annually  make  records  of  all  live 
stock,  and  with  proper  co-operation  between  federal  and 
local  authorities  it  should  be  possible  to  make  more  com- 
plete census  statistics  at  less  cost  than  under  present 
conditions. 
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State  Market  Conditions 

EXTENDING  the  idea  of  "Government  by  Commis- 
sion "  a  number  of  states  are  now  attempting  to 
go  into  business,  particularly  the  marketing  of 
produce,  "  by  commission."  .Just  how  this  will  work 
out  no  one  can  foretell.  The  only  result  that  we  can 
clearly  foresee  is  great  disturbance  in  every  line  afl'ected, 
by  this  form  of  state  interference  in  competition. 

In  New  York  the  state  market  department's  activities 
seem  to  be  so  mixed  with  the  publishing  interests  of  the 
commissioner,  and  reports  of  his  official  doings  reported 
in  his  paper  with  such  bias,  and  so  criticized  in  other 
papers  that  it  is  impossible  for  anyone  who  has  not  first 
hand  knowledge  of  tl>e  situation  to  come  to  any  satis- 
factory conclusion  as  to  what  is  really  being  accom- 
plished. The  commissioner  in  his  first  year — 11114 — 
made  plans  for  a  system  of  public  markets  to  be  financed 
by  the  state,  and  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  8600,000 
to  put  his  plan  into  operation.  The  appropriation 
given  him  was  too  small  (if  I  remember  right  S15,0i)0) 
to  allow  him  to  undertake  what  he  proposed,  and,  as  I 
understand  it,  the  Department's  efi'orts  have  been 
limited  mostly  to  experimental  applications  of  its  plans 
in  which  the  object  appears  to  be  to  show  that  the  De- 
partment can  dispose  of  produce  for  growers  better  than 
they  can  dispose  of  it  through  the  regular  channels. 

In  California  the  commissioner  proposes  to  organize 
producers  of  an  article  all  through  the  tate  by  a  plan 
in  which  his  Department  controls,  t  .t  the  producers 
finance  the  business  and  at  the  same  time  bind  them- 
selves to  dispose  of  all  their  product  through  this  organ- 
ization. The  circular  letter  sent  out  to  poultrymen  of 
this  state  is  rich  in  generalities  but  vague  and  indefinite 
on  some  of  the  most  essential  points.  Thus  it  is  stated 
that  the  plan  will  be  dropped  if  replies  to  the  circular 
do  not  indicate  a  satisfactory  proportion  of  poultrymen 
ready  to  pledge  their  support,  but  what  amount  of  sup- 
port is  required  is  not  stated.  From  the  general  tone 
of  the  letter,  and  from  some  comments  upon  it  in  the 
Petaluma  Poultry  Journal,  1  infer  that  the  object  of  the 
organization  is  to  secure  control  of  so  large  a  part  of  the 
produce  that  it  can  manipulate  supplies  on  the  market 
and  control  prices.  It  appears  that  that  has  been  done 
to  some  extent  through  the  federation  of  producers  in 
some  of  the  important  poultry  districts. 

If  the  experience  of  the  Massachusetts  dairymen  who 
combined  a  few  years  ago  to  better  conditions  in  the 
milk  business  at  Boston  is  an  example  of  what  such 
movements  will  accomplish,  neither  the  present  Cali- 
fornia federation  nor  another  for  the  same  purpose  can 
operate  long  without  coming  in  conflict  with  Federal 
laws  against  combinations  in  restraint  of  trade. 

Consolidation  in  the  Poultry  Industry 

IN  another  article  in  this  paper  I  have  enumerated 
some  special  causes  for  the  failure  of  business  in 
poultry  lines  to  develop  marked  activity.  In  this 
article  I  want  to  point  out  what  I  consider  a  funda- 
mental difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  development  of  poul- 
try industries  upon  a  scale  commensurate  with  the 
opportunities  the  American  Commonwealth  affords. 

I  realize  as  well  as  anyone  that  in  this  country  a  great 
deal  of  money  has  gone  up  in  unsuccessful  eflorts  to  do 
poultry  business  in  big  ways,  and  also  that  some  large 
undertakings  in  different  poultry  lines  that  have  been 
markedly  succcessful  when  things  were  booming,  have 
recently  found  the  going  pretty  rouah.  Yet  there  has 
been  very  marked  progress  in  increasing  the  size  of 
poultry  undertakings,  and  I  personally  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  before  the  present  depression  came  on  that 
what  the  poultry  business  in  this  big  country  needed 
most  was  some  combinations  and  consolidations  for 
economy  in  small  things  and  elliciency  in  tlione  things 
which  n)U8t  be  done  on  a  large  scale. 

Twenty  to  twenty-five  years  ago  it  was  generally 
agreed  that  from  12  to  25  hens  was  the  most  satisfactory 
Hock  unit  for  laying  and  breeding  stock,  and  that  50 
to  ItKi  chick  units  were  most  suitable  in  artificial  brood- 
ing. Today  it  is  generally  agreed  that  much  larger 
units  must  be  used  whenever  possible  in  commercial 
poultry  keeping,  and  we  are  gradually  evolving  appli- 
ances and  methods  adapted  to  larger  operations. 

In  the  production  of  high  class  exhibition  and  breed- 
ing stock.  Hocks  must  be  smaller  but  methods  at  other 
points  change  so  that  the  professional  breeders  generally 
are  operating  on  a  larger  scale.  Within  a  few  year.s  we 
have  had  several  attempts  to  effect  combinations  of 
breeders.  While  these  did  not  work  out  as  planned,  I 
think  it  will  be  found  that  they  served  to  inoculate  many 
people  with  ideas  of  the  advantages  of  consolidation 
that  will  eventually  bear  fruit.    Meantime  the  cost  of 
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selling  this  class  of  stock  mounts  higher  and  higher,  be- 
cau.se  the  trade  is  widely  scattered  and  there  is  no  way 
of  reaching  it  economically.  There  are  many  breeders 
making  a  living  ('tis  true)  from  poultry,  but  working 
much  harder  for  a  bare  living  than  they  would  need  to 
work  for  a  good  living  if  they  adjusted  their  affairs  to 
the  demands  of  the  trade  and  could  get  proper  adver- 
tising service. 

The  scale  of  operations  in  poultry  keeping  is  limited 
as  mucli  by  the  difficulty  of  getting  skilled  |)OuUrymen 
to  work  together  as  by  any  other  one  thing.  One  reason 
for  this  is  that  these  men  have  been,  to  date,  mostly  self 
taught,  and  are  inclined  to  be  impatient  of  conditions 
where  they  cannot  follow  their  own  methods  and  carry 
out  their  ideas.  So  they  [)refer  to  run  their  own  small 
plants,  or  to  find  work  for  owners  who  are  not  poultry- 
men.  Team  work  is  aljsolutely  essential  to  large  under- 
takings and  they  will  attract  the  skilled  men  who  can 
work  together  and  develop  new  men  who  can  fit  into 
their  organization. 

About  fifteen  years  ago  (perhaps  not  cjuite  so  long) 
there  was  an  attempt  made  to  combine  the  principal  in- 
cubator manufacturers.  According  to  information  I 
had  at  the  time,  it  would  have  succeeded  but  for  the 
refusal  of  one  of  the  manufacturers  to  enter  "  the  com- 
bine." Somewhere  about  the  same  time  a  plan  to  con- 
solidate the  two  poultry  journals  of  largest  circulation, 
by  the  purchase  of  one  by  the  owner  of  the  other,  fell 
through  because  a  part  owner  in  the  journal  tiiat  was  to 
change  hands  would  not  consent.  1  have  often  thought 
that  if  these  projects  had  botii  gone  through,  it  would 
have  entirely  changed  the  course  of  developments  in 
poultry  culture. 

Since  then,  eflbrts  to  build  up  "big  business"  in  these 
lines  have  been  along  the  line  of  independent  develop- 
ment. Each  manufacturer  and  publisher  trying  to  out- 
do and  outlive  competitors.  I  low  long  this  will  go  on 
no  one  can  say,  but  I  am  willing  to  go  on  record  as  say- 
ing that  it  would  improve  conditions  in  both  lines  if  a 
few  of  the  leading  concerns  in  each  would  consolidate ; 
and  further,  that  no  stability  in  either  line  will  be 
secured  until  by  such  consolidations  we  have  manufac- 
turing and  publishing  companies  corresponding  in  size 
and  strength  to  the  size  of  the  country. 

The  tendency  in  these  lines,  as  among  poultry  breed- 
ers, has  been  to  divide  and  sub-divide  because  of  per- 
sonal differences,  when  business  interests  would  have 
been  better  served  by  avoiding  division  and  seeking 
union  with  competitors  whenever  that  was  at  all  feasible. 
The  chief  obstacles  to  consolidations  are  personal  antip- 
athies and  hopes  that  persistence  in  independent  effort 
will,  in  the  end,  overcome  competition  and  leave  the 
survivor  in  possession  of  the  field.  This  is,  under  the 
conditions  that  we  have  in  America,  a  delusion. 

What  Makes  a  Poultry  Book  Authoritative? 

HA.  XOCKSE,  editor  of  the  PouHr;/  Jlmihl,  brieffy 
,  reviewing  the  A.  P.  A.  text  book  for  schools,  in 
the  ]\Iarch  issue  of  that  paper,  cites  a  few  faults 
as  he  sees  them  upon  "  superficial  examination,"  but 
concludes  with:  "  However,  it  is  the  first  authoritative 
text  book  on  poultry  and  poultry  keejjing  that  has  ap- 
peared up  to  this  time,  and  we  believe  it  will  fill  with 
reasonable  success  a  vacancy  which  so  far  has  existed  in 
educational  works." 

It  woulil  be  interesting  to  know  just  what  >fr.  Nourse 
supposes  makes  a  text  Ijook  authoritative.  Is  it  in  this 
case  the  sanction  of  the  American  Poultry  Association 
or  the  status  of  the  author,  described  on  the  title  page 
as  "  pathologist  and  professor  in  charge  of  the  experi- 
mental and  extension  department  of  the  Missouri  State 
Poultry  Experimental  Station?"  I  don't  know  what 
view  Mr.  Nourse  takes,  but  I  do  know  that  the  authority 
of  any  book  depends  ultimately  upon  its  accuracy  and 
the  extent  to  which  it  meets  the  requirements  of  tli08e 
for  whom  it  is  designed. 

Nominally  the  "Standard  of  Perfection"  is  autiiorita- 
tive  upon  the  requirements  of  exhibition  poultry  and 
the  judging  of  poultry.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the 
ignorance  or  contumacy  of  poultry  judges  who  disregard 
the  Standard.  It  is  even  proposed  now  to  try  to  secure 
more  faithful  application  of  the  Standard  by  making 
more  rigid  inquiry  into  the  qualiHcations  of  judges  l>efore 
granting  licenses.  Such  a  policy  is  based  upon  the 
assumption  that  the  Standard  is  adequate  and  accurate. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  it  is  neither;  and  most  of  the  con- 
fusion in  applying  the  Standard  is  attributable  to  faults 
in  the  book  rather  than  to  faults  of  judges. 

Faulty  as  it  is,  the  Standard  is  in  it«  field  of  undis- 
puted authority,  and  competing  books  do  not  appear 
Ijecause  it  deals  with  matters  which  must  be  determined 
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by  agreement  of  a  body  of  interested  per- 
sons. As  I  stated  a  few  months  ago, 
when  discussing  the  question  of  the  A. 
P.  A.  issuing  "authoritative"  instruc- 
tions on  mating,  the  Standard  of  Perfec- 
tion is  e see n  - 
tially  a  code  of 
rules  for  the  use 
of  poultry  exhi- 
bitions. An  or- 
ganization hav- 
ing acquired  or 
having  been  ac- 
corded due  pres- 
tige in  such  a 
matter  can 
make  arbitrary 
rules.  Indeed, 
that  is  what  the 
organization  i  s 
for. 

But  an  organ- 
ization can  not 
alter  facts  or 
control  results 
in  poultry  cult- 
ure, and  books 
that  come  into 
open  competi- 
tion with  others 
of  rtie  same  kind 
can  get  no  con- 
tinuing advant- 
age from  the  en- 
dorse m  en  t  of 
such  an  organ- 
ization as  the  A. 
P.  A.  unless 
they  are  of  su- 
perior merit 
and  accuracy. 
Otherwise  an 
en  doraement 


for  the  mentioner,  I  should  like  to  call 
attention  to  three  reforms  that  seem  to 
me  to  be  of  great  importance  to  the  poul- 
try department  of  our  state  agricultural 
colleges,  if  they  are  to  play  a  really  im- 


Owen  Farms'  First  Prize  Pen  Male  in  Buff  Orpingtons 
at  Boston,  January,  1916 

riio  bird  vvhicli  won  tlrst  as  rockerel  at  Madison  Garden,  N.  Y.,  February,  1915 


eventually  discredits  the  giver — whether 
an  association  or  a  person.  Those  who 
select  text  books  for  schools  are,  on  the 
whole,  good  judges  of  quality  in  text 
books. 


A  NEW  AVENUE  OF  GROWTH 
FOR  POULTRY  DEPARTMENTS 

IF  I  MAY  venture  to  do  so  at  a  time 
when  the  mention  of  the  word  reform 
is  likely  to  start  an  argument,  the 
outcome  of  which  is  liable  to  be  serious 


Owen  Farms'  Buff  Orpington  Hen  Which  Won  First  at 
Madison  Square  Garden  Two  Years  in  Succession 


portant  part  in  fostering  the  development 
of  the  egg  industry  in  the  United  States 
and  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
for  larger  growth  that  lies  at  their  door. 

The  first  reform  is  one  of  attitude  and 
applies  to  the  department  themselves. 
The  second  is  a  reform  in  system,  and 
has  to  do  directly  with  the  industry.  The 
third  may  be  called  a  reform  in  regulation 
and  has  to  do  with  the  relation  of  the  de- 
partments to  the  industry. 

The  Reform  in  Attitude 
It  seems  to  be  customary  for  the  col- 
leges and  expe- 
^  riment  stations 
"  to  look  upon 
the  egg  industry 
as  cons  i  s  t  i  n  g 
largely  in  farm 
operations.  It 
seems  to  be,  so 
far  as  they  are 
cone  e  r  n  e  d  ,  a 
matter  of  pro- 
duction, includ- 
ing the  opera- 
tions of  rearing, 
feeding,  ho  us- 
ing and  breed- 
ing. To  some 
extent  intere.-^t 
has  been  mani- 
fested in  the  ac'- 
tivities  of  the 
man  who  sells 
to  special  mar- 
kets at  special 
prices.  In  this 
latter  case,  if 
the  industry  is 
not  narrowed 
down  to  the  op- 
erations on  the 
farm,  it  still  re- 
fers only  to  the 
operations  of 
the  former. 

In  the  several 
middle  western 


states  that  sell  over  $15,000,000  worth 
of  eggs  a  year,  it  is  probably  safe  to  say 
that  fourteen  and  a  half  million  dollars 
worth  are,  in  each  case,  produced  on  the 
general  farms.  The  development  of  the 
"special  market"  is  a  great  thing  for 
the  "special  man"  who  has  special  ad- 
vantages in  location  and  shipping  facili- 
ties. .\nd,  uncjuestionably,  near  every 
large  city  Kast  and  West,  there  are  op- 
portunities for,  and  possibly  an  economic 
need  of,  men  on  nearby  farms  who  can 
produce  an  extra  fancy  product  and  deal 
direct  with  the  consumer.  These  men 
should  have,  as  they  have  had,  the  active 
co-operations  of  the  poultry  departments. 
Milt  what  of  the  men  and  women  who  are 
reBi)onsible  for  at  least  fourteen-fifteenths 
of  the  nation's  supply  of  eggs?  And  who 
are  the  people  who  are  furnishing  the 
public  with  eggs?    h'armers  only? 

The  great  mass  of  eggs  produced  on  the 
general  farm  are  a  very  small  side  line, 
receiving  little  attention  and  evincing 
little  pride.  From  the  farm  most  of  the 
eggs  go  to  the  retail  merchant  to  whom 
they  are  also  a  decided  side  line.  From 
the  merchant  they  may  go  to  the  local 
produce  man,  or  they  may  be  shipped  to 
the  big  packer  direct.  In  either  case, 
they  may  be  stored,  dried,  frozen,  or 
shipped  at  once  to  the  poLnts  of  consump- 
tion. The  process  of  getting  eggs  to  mar- 
ket varies  in  detail,  but,  generally  speak- 
ing, they  are  carried  forward  about  as 
outlined  above. 

Aside  from  the  very  excellent  work 
that  has  been  done  by  the  Bureau  of  An- 
imal Industry  and  the  Bureau  of  Chemis- 
try at  Washington,  what  has  been  done 
in  the  way  of  seeing  that  the  ordinary 
consumer  of  eggs,  who  cannot  pay  a 
special  price  for  the  extra  fancy  product, 
gets  an  egg  that  is  worth  the  price  he 
pays  for  it,  on  the  one  hand.  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  the  general  farmer 
who  cannot  cater  to  the  special  market, 
yet  furnishes  a  first  class  product,  gets 
benefit  from  his  extra  pains  and  care  in 
better  prices?  I  have  never  seen  an  ac- 
curate concise  definition  of  the  function 
of  the  poultry  department  of  a  state  agri- 
cultural college,  and  I  have  none  to  offer. 
I  feel  certain,  however,  that  there  should 
be  included  in  such  a  definition,  a  clause 
to  the  effect  that  the  department  is  to 
serve  the  general  consumer  and  the  gen- 
eral producer  of  eggs  just  as  truly  as  it 
tries  to  serve  the  producer  and  the  con- 
sumer of  the  highly  specialized  products, 
and  furthermore,  that  everyone  who  plays 
a  legitimate  part  in  the  placing  of  good 
eggs  on  the  table  of  the  consumer,  is  to 
be  considered  in  the  light  of  the  pro- 
ducer. In  other  words,  I  take  it  that  the 
poultry  department  should  be  dedicated 
to  the  whole  industry  and  not  to  any  one 
part  of  it.  Every  farmer,  ev.  ry  mer- 
chant, every  produce  man,  every  packer, 
and  even  every  retailer  who  handles  eggs 
in  any  form,  is  entitled  to  tlie  best  con- 
sideration of  the  poultry  de{)artment  and 


OWEN  FARMS' 
MATINGS 

ROR  1Q16  IIN 

BUFF  ORPINGTONS 
WHITE  ORPINGTONS 
WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 
WHITE  WYANDOTTES 
S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND  REDS 
and  S.C.WHITE  LEGHORNS 

Are  Botter  and  Stronger 
Than  Ever  Before 

EGGS  FROM  BEST  MATINGS  IN 
AMERICA,  $10  for  15  ;  $30  for 
50;  $50  for  100. 

EGGS    FROM    GRAND  GOOD 
MATINGS,  $5  for  15  ;  $15 
for  50;  $25  for  100. 

To  fliive  delay  In  delivery  place  your  eee  order 
dirertly  from  this  adverllMeiiH  iit.  Send  '25%  de- 
posit and  reserve  your  Hlilpplnw  date.  After 
my  printed  matter  reaches  you,  should  you  wieli 
to  chanKe  your  order  you  may  do  so. 

Tli«  HKST  CHICKS   of  the   year  are 
hiitehed  from  ATKIL  iO  to  JUNE  »5. 
THKV  <;K0\V.  THUIVK.  AN1>  I)E- 
^  KI.Ol'  INTO  WINNEKS. 

OWEN  FARMS  BIRDS  LEADING 
WINNERS  AT  THE  GARDEN 
AND  PALACE  SHOWS,  NEW 
YORK,  BOSTON,  CHICAGO. 
A  Few  Breeding  Birds  to  Complete 
Your 


UTILITY  OLIALITIES  UNSURPASSED 
SatisffK'tioii  <iii:ii"iiitee<l  Every  Ciist«*- 
iu«r  E\'ery  Time. 

Seinl  for  Cataloe  and  Matine  List 

riiiinn  Cormo  William  Street. 

UWcn  rdllllOi  Viiieyar<l  Haven.  MaHS. 

MAURICE  F.  nELANO.  Proprietor. 
FRANK  H.  DAVEY.  Superintendent. 


Portame  Poultri  Houses 


COOP  FOR    12  HENS,  $10.00 


lO  X  ID  ALL  PURPOSE  HOUSE 

Can  he  made  in  units  to  any  ieti^th  desired. 
Just  right  for  brooders  or  brooder  etove 
K(|ually  good  for  growing  stock  a^Qr\  dCi 
or  laying  hens.     Price,  JjpOUiWW 

Write  for  free  IJooklet  shouini; 
■Ztt  dim-rent  styles 

E.  C.  YOUNG  CO., 

3  Depot  St.,       Randolph,  Mass. 


PROGRESSIVE  STRAIN 

S.  C.  Rhode  Island  Reds 

"  WE  HAVE  NO  OTHER  BREEDS." 

At  Boston,  the  great  quality  show  of  Reds  for  1916,  we  won  Ist  and  6th 
Pens  on  two  pens  entered. 


Hatching  Eggs  from  Prize,  Selected,  apd 

I'RIZE   .M.\TEI>   I'ENS.  IT,  ett's 

SELECTED  MATED  PENS.  15 

50 
100 

UTILITY'  •'  lOO 

lOOO 

E.XTRA  ttUAMTY   DA  \  OI.I>S, 
Special  pric«'s  cinoteil  on  100((  lots. 


Utility  Matings 

$  1  O  OO 

r,  OO 

13  00 
■iO  00 
8  00 
00  00 
100  CHICKS,  $30  00 

\Vrite  for  Matins  Listx 


SPRING  FARM 

STEPHEN  H  PARKER,  Mgr. 


POULTRY  CO., 
Box  93,  Littleton,  Mass. 


56 


FARM-POULTRY 


April 


Mixed  Flock  of  Breeding  Geese  on  a  Rhode  Island  Farm 


is  a  part  of  its  constituency.  Unless  such 
an  attitude  is  adopted  by  the  depart- 
ments, one  of  the  greatest  avenues  for 
growth  is  cut  off.  It  is  not  too  much  to 
prophesy  that  eventually  the  poultry  de- 
partments will  include  in  their  curricula 
courses  in  separating,  drying,  freezing, 
and  storing  eggs,  just  as  the  dairy  depart- 
ments at  present  have  course.s  in  butter 
making,  cheese  and  ice  cream  making. 
In  other  words,  we  are  approaching  the 
time  of  poultry  manufacture.  That  de- 
partment which  does  not  recognize  the 
whole  industry  is  placing  a  barrier  in  the 
way  of  its  own  growth. 

A  Reform  in  System 
Everyone  engaged  in  the  egg  industry 
is  so  engaged  because  of  the  profit  he 
thinks  he  sees  in  it  whether  it  be  a  direct 
or  an  indirect  profit.  The  only  way  to 
get  a  man  to  produce  a  better  egg  than  he 
is  now  producing  is  to  show  him  a  better 


Embden  Geeae 

profit  than  he  is  now  receiving.  It  is  an 
absurdity  to  believe  that  the  great  mass 
of  eggs  bought  and  sold  in  this  country 
are  to  be  imi)roved  by  catering  to  special 
markets.  This  would,  of  course,  in  itself 
do  away  with  the  special  markets.  If  the 
industry  is  to  grow,  if  the  consumption 
of  eggs  is  to  be  stimulated  and  the  con- 
sumer to  have  better  eggs,  the  general 
farmer  must  have  an  incentive  to  produce 
a  better  (juality  of  eggs.  As  is  well 
known,  the  bulk  of  the  eggs  sold  in  this 
country  are  sold  on  tbe  so-called  "case 
count"  system.  That  is,  a  farmer  may 
go  to  town  with  a  basket  of  eggs  that  are 
fresh  gathered  and  clean.  His  shiftless 
neighbor  goes  in  also  the  same  morning 
with  his  basket  of  eggs.  He  has  just  as 
many,  but  they  are  not  all  fresh  gathered. 
There  are  a  good  many  small  ones  among 
them  and  most  of  tliem  are  dirty.  Both 
farmers  go  to  the  same  merchant  and  each 
goes  away  with  the  same  amount  of  credit 


to  his  account.  Where  is  the  incentive  to 
the  production  of  good  goods?  Yet  that 
is,  in  eS"ect,  the  "case  count"  system. 
Or,  take  it  in  the  case  of  two  merchants 
living  in  the  same  town.  Both  are  re- 
ceiving twenty  cases  of  eggs  a  week. 
Both  pay  the  same  fiat  price,  take  every- 
thing that  comes  and  get  about  the  same 
quality  of  eggs.  "A"  has  a  cool  dry  cel- 
lar, free  from  odors,  where  he  holds  his 
eggs  until  he  is  ready  to  ship.  "B"  piles 
his  eggs  in  the  back  of  his  store  and 
stacks  them  up  there.  He  is  not  worried 
if  the  sun  shines  on  them  several  hours  a 
day,  or  if  they  are  right  beside  the  onion 
bin.  Both  merchants  ship  to  the  same 
packer  and  receive  the  same  price.  Where 
is  the  incentive  to  the  merchant  to  take 
good  care  of  his  eggs  and  deliver  the  very 
best  eggs  that  he  can?  Yet  that  is  the 
"case  count"  system  by  which  by  far  the 
greater  majority  of  the  eggs  sold  in  this 
country  are  sold.  It  will  take  a  good 
many  years  of  the  very  best  work  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  the  State  Agricultural  Colleges  to 
bring  about  a  complete  change  in  method. 
Yet  the  industry,  as  a  whole,  is  very  much 
handicapped  and  will  continue  to  be 
handicapped  until  every  man,  from  the 
farmer  to  the  consumer,  gets  paid  for  the 
quality  of  goods  that  he  delivers,  and  the 
man  that  delivers  poor  eggs  is  paid  upon 
the  basis  of  the  quality  of  bis  eggs.  The 
problem  of  reform  in  this  particular  is 
great  enough  to  command  the  interest 
and  the  vigorous  effort  of  every  depart- 
ment in  the  land. 

Among  the  avenues  of  approach  for  the 
department  are,  first,  getting  in  touch 
with  the  packers  at  their  state  meetings. 
If  there  is  no  state  association  of  the  pack- 
ers, a  meeting  might  be  called  and  an  as- 
sociation formed.  If  possible,  these  men 
should  agree  among  themselves  to  buy, 
during  the  five  or  six  hot  months  of  tlie 
year,  only  on  the  (piality  basis.  There  is 
something  that  cannot  always  be  l)rought 
about  the  first,  or  the  second,  or  the  third 
time  it  is  tried,  but  it  is  worth  continued 
efl"ort.  A  second  means  of  approach  is 
through  establishing  egg  candling  schools 
where,  the  merchants  may  become  pro- 
ficient in  the  candling  of  eggs.  The  ma- 
jority of  merchants  do  not  understand 
how  to  candle  eggs  and  buy  on  a  quality 
basis.  A  third  avenue  of  approach  is 
through  the  Extension  Department  in  the 
colleges,  advising  the  progressive  farmers 
who  are  in  the  habit  of  doing  well  what- 
ever they  do,  to  demand  from  the  local 
merchant,  or  whoever  buys  their  eggs, 
that  they  be  bought  on  a  quality  basis. 
In  l)eginning,  it  is  enough,  perhaps,  to 
have  two  grades— firsts  and  seconds. 
Eventually,  however,  there  should  be  at 
least  three  grades  besides  throwing  out  the 
rots  which  should  not  be  paid  for  at  all. 


A  Reform  in  Regulation 

I  suppose  everyone  who  has  tackled  the 
problem  of  educating  of  the  public  along 
any  line  has  wished  at  some  time  that  he 
had  a  "big  stick"  to  help  him  in  his 
educational  work.  It  seems  to  me  that 
one  of  the  steps  in  the  march  of  progress 
of  the  poultry  departments  will  be  the 
securing  from  state  legislatures  of  instruc- 
tions to  oversee,  and  power  to  regulate  to 
a  certain  extent,  the  egg  industry  within 
their  respective  states.  The  work  in  this 
regard  should  always  be  educational,  and 
the  educational  work  will  be  much  more 
effective  if  there  lurks  behind  it  the 
power  to  enforce  certain  regulations  where 
individuals  refuse  to  be  educated.  Such 
powers  of  regulation  put  in  the  hands  of 
the  poultry  department  would  call  for  a 
State  Poultry  Commissioner  who  should 
be  a  member  of  the  department  and  who 
would  have  certain  powers  given  him  by 
law.  It  is  not  necessary  to  describe  in 
detail  just  what  these  powers  would  be, 
but  they  would  probably  include  the 
power  to  require  all  buyers  of  eggs  to  pass 
a  state  examination  with  reference  to 
their  proficiency  in  candling  eggs.  Fur- 
ther, he  should  have  power  to  seize  any 
eggs,  at  any  time,  that  were  unfit  for 
human  food,  or  that  were  being  sold 
under  false  declarations.  This  would 
mean  that  the  farmer,  merchant,  or 
packer  would  sell  on  a  quality  basis  and 
have  the  right  of  appeal  in  case  he  felt 
that  his  eggs  were  being  improperly 
graded.  Both  farmers  and  merchants 
may  be  unfairly  treated  where  there  is  no 
regulation. 

It  would  be  a  great  thing  for  the  indus- 
try if  the  infertile  egg  could  be  recognized 
in  a  grade  by  itself  and  when  sufiicient 
data  has  been  gathered  so  that  it  can  be 
determined  how  much  more  the  infertile 
egg  is  worth  than  the  fertile  eggs  so  far 
as  the  commercial  value  is  concerned,  it 
would  be  a  good  thing  to  require  the  label- 
ing of  the  infertile  egg  which  would  be 
paid  for  on  the  basis  of  its  quality.  An- 
other power  this  commissioner  should 
have  would  be  to  establish  uniform  and 
legal  grades  for  eggs  that  would  be  bind- 
ing. While  in  a  great  many  places  at 
present  certain  grades  are  recognized, 
there  is  no  uniformity  in  these  grades  be- 
tween towns  that  are  cjuite  closely  situ- 
ated, and,  so  far  as  I  know,  there  is  no 
description  so  accurate  in  detail  that  it 
will  distinoruish  between  two  separate 
grades  in  a  way  that  will  stand  legal  ex- 
amination in  case  of  dispute.  With  the 
Poultry  Commissioner  and  a  corp  of  in- 
spectors or  deputies  as  a  part  of  the  poul- 
try department,  with  certain  powers  de- 
scribed by  law,  any  department  would  be 
in  a  position  of  induence  and  value  in  the 


WHITE  WYflNDOTTES 

The  Celebrated  "Golden  Egg  "Strain 

Has  been  breil  along  beauty  and  utility  lines  for 
nearly  20  years.    As  a  market  fowl  they  are  unsur- 
passed, besides  being  heavy  layers  of  ilark  brown 
eges.    This  season  we  have  in  our  breeding  i>ens 
about  liKJ  females. —  large,  bloeky.  birds  of  our  best 
breeding.   These  pens  are  headed  by  snow  white 
coeks  and  cockerels,  and  are  bound  to  proiiuee 
splendid  results. 
Kk;;s  from  tlicsc  iiiatinKS,  $'i..">(>  for  1  ."> : 
$<i  for  5(1:  $10  for  1  (»(>.    We  also  luivc 
a  few  snow   \vl»ite  C'<»ckei'els  lliat  we 
enaraiitee  to  please  at  $.5  eai^Ii. 
Circular  descriptive  of  the  "  fiolden  Egg"  strain 
of  White  Wyaiidoltes  free. 

C.   L.  SARGENT, 

R.  F,  D.,       EAST  THETFORD,  VT. 


MAGENTA  POULTRY  FARM 

KSTAHI.ISIIKI)  IH!t,S 

S.  C.  and  R.  G.  Rhode  Island  Reds. 

Ki:t:H  by  slttintrs  oc  ImndioiN.  My  V.i]f>  mutiuna 
roiitalh  winneis  from  Ma<li^^^ll  S<iuare  (Jardeii,  Nt*\v 
Haven,  Conn,,  and  fiprliiii'lirUI,  Mass.,  shows.  Fine 
Single  Comb  breediiit;  males.  ^=11)  each.  Will  send 
them  on  your  approval.  Free  circular. 
F.  I*:.  WOODAUD.  K.  Lonsrmeadow,  Mass. 


has  been  used  over  30  years  by 

Successful  Poultrymen 
iMnVu"  s  Clean  Fowls 

Is  jiist  the  thing  for  sitters,  as  it  does  not  harm  efsga 
or  chicks.  Keep  your  hens  free  from  lice  and  they 
will  thrive  and  be  pr  ;fitable.  100  oz.  $1.00;  48  oz.  50 
cts.,  15  oz.  25  ct3.  Large  sample  of  Powder  or  Head- 
lice  Ointment  10  cts.  ^Secrets  of  Success  zoithPoul 
try'*  \>y  D.  J.  Lambert  for  2c  stamp. 
THE  KLEIN-LAMBERT  CO.,  426  Traders  BldB.,Chlcago 


SAND'S 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns. 

A  Few  Fine  Cockerels  for  sale  at  $3  to  $.■> 
All  from  Hislt  Prodnciiis  Dams 

Day  old  chicks  from  my  own  stock  exclusively, 
after  .March  1st,  1916.  All  my  birds  are  bred  for 
egg  production  and  standard  requrements. 

LEROY  E.  SANDS  POULTRY  FARM. 
Hawley,  Wayne  Co.,  Pa. 

HARVARD  REDS^ 

ECCS  ECCS 

One  Man's  CHANCE  that  Materialized 

"  rnlled  Stales  I'o-l  Ollice, 
Lanark,  Carroll  Co.,  111.,  Mar.  7,  I'.ilC. 
Dear  Mr.  Bean:  —  Last  season  we  bouKht  one 
of  your  $10  single  Comb  8lttinss,  and  had  i;i>oil 
success.  We  raised  two  cockerels  and  three  pul- 
lets. One  of  the  cockerels  was  only  fair.  The 
other  scored 'It  and  the  pullets  %.  W^.  9"'j  by 
Judere  Charles  McClave  at  our  recent  show.  1 
doubt  if  this  '.16  point  pullet  has  an  equal  in  the 
r.  .S.    I  am  enclosln;;  my  check,  etc. 

I  Sinned  1         .1.  A.  Shvskh.  Asst.  I".  M." 

Will  YOU  Take  a  Chance? 

Illiistt':ite(I  Particuliii-s  free 

I.  W.  BEAN, 

334  Pond  St.  So.  Braintree,  Mass. 


— — ^ 

Now  it  is  possible  to  raise 
every  livable  chick 

You  can  prevent  the  usual  heavy  mortality  during;  the  critical  first  ihres 
weeks — can  raise  every  livable  chick,  avoid  disease,  secure  rapid  growth 
and  sturdy  constitutions  by  feeding 

Makes  Chicks 
Live  and  Grow 


pra0>  Baby  Chick  Food-1 

Real  baby  food  for  baby  chicks.    7.5  per  cent,  preditiested.    It  contains  Iwne  and  muscle 
builders,  grows  vigrorous,  active  chicks.    Intestinal  trouble,  lejr  weakness  and  other  disease  ^ 
foes  of  chick  life  unknown.    Why  run  the  risk  of  losinit  chicks  when  at  a  cost  of  a  cent  a 
chick  for  three  weeks,  you  can  raise  every  livable  chick.  Extra  chicks  saved  pay  for  all  food. 
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state  that  very  few,  if  any,  have  yet  at- 
tained. Tliia  calls  for,  however,  a  change 
in  attitude  on  the  part  of  the  depart- 
ments, a  change  of  system  in  the  industry 
itself,  and  a  regulation  under  the  law  of 
the  industry  by  the  poultry  department. 
— W.  A.  Lii'i'iN<(n"r,  in  The  .lournal  of 
the  American  Association  of  Instructors 
and  Investigators  in  Poultry  Husbandry. 


FUNCTIONS  AND  FIELD  OF  A 
COLLEGE  POULTRY  DEPART- 


MENT 


T' 


'II K  article  by  Prof.  W.  A.  Lippin- 
cott  of  the  Kansas  Agricultural 
College  is  an  interesting  exposition 
of  a  conception  of  the  functions  of  a  poul- 
try department  at  an  agricultural  college 
whicii  is  havinsr  a  marked  elt'ect  upon  the 
development  of  those  departments.  Poul- 
try departments  at  these  institutions  re- 
semble Topsy  in  that  they  have  "just 
growed."  What  their  hands  found  to  do 
they  have  done  with  their  might,  if  not 
always  with  a  true  perception  of  their 
best  opjiortunities  and  the  real  needs  of 
the  poultry  industry. 

The  oldest  poultry  department  in  Am- 
erica (in  point  of  continuous  existence)  is 
that  at  the  Rhode  Island  College  of  Agri- 
culture and  Mechanic  Arts  at  Kingston, 
in  that  state  —  or,  I  believe.  Plantation 
is  the  ollicial  name  —  which  began  opera- 
tions in  .lanuary,  lS!t8.  Cornell  dates  its 
poultry  department  farther  back,  by 
making  it  begin  with  a  series  of  lectures 
on  poultry,  given  by  James  E.  Rice, 
some  years  earlier,  but  I  think  that  "Lit- 
tle Rhody"  and  Prof.  A.  A.  P>righam  who 
undertook  the  work  with  fear  and  trem- 
bling, should  have  full  honor  for  first 
providing  at  an  agricultural  college  a 
course  in  poultry  culture  for  persons  de- 
airing  instruction  in  the  subject. 

This  course  was  undertaken  in  response 
to  an  apparent  demand  for  instruction  in 
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plants  and  the  leading  fanciers  in  the  I'nited  States  and 
Canada.  Can  you,  Reader,  do  better  than  follow  the  example 
of  these  men  and  women  who  have  made  money  ivith  poultry? 

"The  Profits  in  Poultry  Keeping,"  our  172-page  War- 
Bo  )k,  tells  you  how  these  big  successes  liave  lieen  acconiplislied. 
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they  hatch  better,  last  longer,  require  less  attention  and 
I)roduce  larger  and  stronger  chicks.  Whether  you  jirefer 
a  hot-air  or  a  h(jt-water  incubator,  there  is  a  Cyphers-built 
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THE  "CYPHERS  WAY"  WILL  SAVE  YOUR  CHICKS 

The  brooding  season  is  right  before  you  now.  \'our 
chicks  will  need  your  best  attention  and  the  best  "foster- 
mother"  that  can  be  provided.  In  fact,  upon  your  choice 
of  a  proper  brooder,  and  the  care  you  take  of  your  chicks, 
dejiends  largely  the  net  pro/it  you  will  make  this  season. 
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while  there  were  many  agricultural  col- 
leges established,  they  had  not  the  attend- 
ance or  the  prestige  that  they  have  gained 
in  recent  years.  Agricultural  colleges 
and  experiment  stations  generally  were 
looking  for  something  to  do  that  would 
benefit  those  they  were  supposed  to  serve 
and  incidentally  give  distinction  to  the 
institutions  and  the  men  engaged  in  the 
work.  The  typical  poultry  plant  of  that 
period  was  what  was  then  variously  called 


White  China  Geese 


poultry  culture  which  could  not  be  ob- 
tained through  any  established  agency. 
It  was  in  one  sense  a  trying  out  of  that 
demand  to  see  whether  there  were  enough 
people  desiring  such  instruction  in  poul- 
try keeping  as  an  agricultural  college  can 
give  who  would  atteml  such  a  course,  to 
justify  an  institution  in  providing  a  course 
in  poultry  husbandry.  I'rom  the  time 
that  the  first  class  came  together,  there 
has  never  been  any  doubts  in  the  mind 
of  anyone  informed  of  the  facts  that  there 
was  a  demand  upon  the  agricultural  col- 
legs  which  amply  justilied  college  poultry 
departments. 

The  demand  for  such  departments  arose 
because  it  was  not  possible  for  any  con- 
siderable number  of  those  who  wanted 
personal  instruction  in  poultry  culture 
to  get  it  on  poultry  plants.    At  that  time. 


a  model  plant,  an  up-to-date  plant,  or  an 
intensive  plant;  but  is  now  found  in  Am- 
erica only  where  men  who  got  into  it  and 
couldn't  get  out  could  manage  to  subsi.«t 
on  the  revenues,  and  in  Kngland  is  called 
a  semi-intensive  plant. 

Intensive  poultry  culture  and  intensive 
instruction  in  poultry  culture  are  logically 
correlated.  In  those  days  those  who 
wanted  to  get  a  practical  knowledge  of 
poultry  culture  thought  that  a  few  hours 
or  —  at  most— a  few  weeks  spent  on  an 
up-to-date  poultry  farm,  ought  to  (lualify 
one  to  establish,  ecjuip,  and  operate — for 
himself,  or  somebody  else— a  model,  up- 
to-date,  intensive  poultry  plant.  So  it  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at  that  in  the  early 
days  of  college  poultry  departments  they 
professed  to  be  able  to  turn  out  com- 
petent managers  of  poultry  farms  —  in- 


structed and  certified  as  such.  But  since 
then,  even  with  much  longer  courses  of 
instruction,  it  has  been  found  that  while 
the  theory  of  the  subject  may  be  covered 
(]uite  thoroughly  in  a  comparatively  short 
time,  the  amount  of  practice  that  can  be 
given  with  it  is  too  small  to  give  any 
general  proficiency  in  poultry  husbandry 
to  the  student. 

So,  gradually,  the  efforts  of  college  de- 
partments have  turned  more  and  more  to 
instructing  people  at  their  homes,  through 
correspondence  courses,  movable  schools, 
and  various  forms  of  supervision.  This 
development  is  not  peculiar  to  poultry 
education.  It  has  run  through  agricul- 
tural education,  and  even  afl'ected  col- 
leges of  the  older  type.  The  cry  is :  "  We 
must  carry  the  college  and  the  benefits  of 
the  college  to  the  people  who  cannot 
come  to  us."  And  that  idea  meets  a 
very  ready  response  from  the  people  in- 
tended to  be  benefitted  who  do  not  stop 
to  consider  how  little  of  the  real  college 
education  can  lie  transferred  to  them  in 
this  way.  Naturally  it  is  also  popular 
with  college  instructors  who  find  them- 
selves better  adapted  to  the  various  forms 
of  extension  work  than  to  the  work  of 
developing  a  college  department  in  a  new 
subject,  or  who  are  so  strongly  imbued 
with  the  missionary  spirit  that  they  can- 
not wait  for  the  influence  of  the  college 
poultry  department  to  make  its  impres- 
sion upon  the  community  through  the 
servi<!es  and  examjjle  of  the  graduates  of 
the  department  in  the  several  lines  of 
productive  work,  or  teachings,  or  investi- 
gation in  which  they  may  engage. 

Now  while  colleges  of  the  general  type 
have,  as  a  class,  been  too  conservative  in 
responding  to  demands  for  changes  in 
courses  and  methods  created  by  changing 
conditions,  it  is  a  sound  assumption  that 
these  institutions,  with  quite  definitely 
established  relations  to  the  community 
developed  through  centuries  of  experi- 
ence, represent  the  form  of  service  and 
influence  which  it  is  feasible  for  institu- 
tions for  higher  investigation  to  give. 
And  although  some  of  our  most  conserva- 
tive institutions  for  general  culture  and 
special  training  for  "the  learned  profes- 
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sions  "  disturbed  by"the'[rapid|growt.h  of 
institutions  thus  solicitous  for  "  the  pee- 
])ul,"  are  trying  to  do  extension  work 
along  cultural  lines,  it  is  highly  improb- 
able that  this  will  be  carried  far. 

The  University  of  Wisconsin  which, 
like  most  state  universities  in  the  western 
states,  covers  quite  the  whole  field  of 
higher  education,  has  for  many  years 
been  noted  for  its  efforts  to  extend  its 
direct  influence  throughout  the  state  in 
every  field  in  which  its  students  are  inter- 
ested. Not  being  personally  acquainted 
with  conditions  in  Wisconsin,  I  am  not 
in  a  position  to  say  to  what  extent  such 
activities  have  been  of  benefit  to  the 
people,  but  within  a  year  a  prominent 
man  has  been  quoted  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other  as  saying  that  "  the 
people  of  Wisconsin  are  tired  of  being 
the  Guinea  pig  for  the  state  university." 
In  case  any  of  my  readers  do  not  get  the 
point  of  that  allusion,  let  me  say  that 
(Guinea  pigs  are  extensively  used  by  ex- 
perimenters along  many  scientific  lines  of 
work  as  subjects. 

The  fact  is  rhat  while  most  people  in  all 
lines  welcome  suggestions  from  those  who 
make  special  studies  of  their  problems, 
very  few  people  will  submit  for  long  to 
such  interference  with  their  work  and 
afi'airs  as  comes  with  a  policy  of  outside 
supervision  and  regulation.  I  could  cite 
many  other  recent  instances  of  a  turning 
against  or  away  from  this  kind  of  help, 
but  I  merely  mention  this  to  show  how 
quickly  the  reaction  comes  even  where 
the  benefits  are  supposed  to  be  greatest. 

What  happens  when  national,  state, 
and  municipal  governments  undertake  a 
too  close  supervision  of  an  industry  is 
plainly  seen  today  in  the  condition  of  the 
dairy  industry  in  Massachusetts.  Pro- 
ducers will  not  stand  for  much  of  this 
kind  of  interference  if  they  can  possibly 
get  away  from  it.  Those  who  have  much 
capital  invested  may  submit  while  work- 
ing and  waiting  for  a  change,  but  many 
will  simply  quit  producing. 

To  attempt  in  any  state  to  force  poultry 
keepers  to  walk  in  the  way  the  poultry 
department  of  the  agricultural  college 
would  have  them  go,  would  decrease  and 
not  increase  poultry  production. 
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SCRATCHINGSFRONITHE 
NEW  LITTER  OF  OUR 
EXCHANGE  TABLE 

Tf  lE  Poultry  Item  has  its  doubts  about 
how  the  efl'orts  of  the  A.  P.  A.  to 
censor  advertising  (by  resolution) 
will  work  out;  but  says:  "We  are  travel- 
ing a  very  narrow  path,  brethren,  and 
someone  is  bound  to  be  run  over  and 
killed.  However,  the  linn  has  always 
stood  for  every  movement  tliat  has  an  up- 
lift tendency,  and  we  will  support  this  to 
the  best  of  our  ability." 

If  tiiat's  the  way  yon  feel,  brother, 
show  just  how  by  censoring  your  own 
advertising  (not  forgetting  the  reading 
notices  which  you  think  that  you  don't 
publish,  but  the  rest  of  us  know  that  you 
do),  (iotoit!  Beat  the  A.  P.  A.  Com- 
mittee on  Censoring  to  it. 

The  Poidlnj  Iti'iii  also  editorially  de- 
clares that  "the  time  is  ripe  for  a  Billy 
Sunday  in  the  poultry  world."  HcureriK 
to  Betsey. '  We  have  had  a  Billy  Sunday 
and  Teddy  Roosevelt  rolled  into  one  up- 
lifting, converting,  reforming,  regener- 
ating, reorganizing,  purifying,  revising, 
revamping,  and  reconsecrating  the  poul- 
try world  for  these  22  or  2o,  or  perhaps 
24  years,  and  the  harder  he  works  the 
worse  (if  you  take  his  word  for  it)  con- 
ditions grow. 


About  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  when 
I  was  trying  to  demonstrate  the  up-to- 
date  New  England,  New  York  and  New 
Jersey  poultry  plant  of  that  period  in 
Colorado,  I  made  the  acquaintance  —  not 
in  court  proceedings  —  of  a  judge  of  the 
police  court  by  the  name  of  Smith.  Judge 
Smith  hailed  from  Georgia,  and  had  a 
fancy  for  real  Pit  Games.  He  also  had 
some  very  good  ones.  Incidentally  he 
was  a  pretty  good  poultryman.  He  said 
to  me  one  day,  speaking  of  doctoring 


show  the  foolishness  of  it." — Matt  W. 
Baldwin,  Ex-President  of  the  American 
Barred  Plymouth  Rock  Club,  in  Febru- 
ary Puidtry  Item. 

Mr.  Baldwin  also  says  in  the  same 
article:  "Regardless  of  how  mated,  the 
male  will  always  be  lighter  in  color  than 
the  female." 

Now  the  reason  for  double  matiugs  in 
tiie  varieties  in  which  tliey  are  systematic- 
ally practiced  is  that  this  metliod  pro- 
duces what  tiie  Standard  calls  for.  Mr. 
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fowls:  "  The  more  you  doctor,  the  more 
you  will  have  to  doctor."  I  always  re- 
remembered  that.  It  is  the  same  way 
with  Reform  with  a  large  R, —  the  more 
you  Reform,  the  more  you  will  find  need- 
ing Reform.  Every  would-be  reformer  in 
the  poultry  world  should  devote  every 
other  Sunday  to  careful  consideration  of 
the  parable  of  the  wheat  and  the  tares, 
and  the  alternate  Sundays  to  profound 
meditation  upon  the  text  "  Let  iiim  that 
is  without  sin  cast  the  first  stone."  The 
rest  of  us  may  also  profital)ly  consider 
these  things,  but  it  is  not  so  necessary  for 
us  to  make  a  business  of  it. 

Editor  Cornman  of  the  hem  also  heartily 
approves  the  resolution  to  i>r<)tect  judges 
from  f^riticism,  but  would  have  the  .\.  P. 
A.  go  farther  and  ini'lude  everyone  —  not 
merely  exhibitors.  Well,  if  the  idea  is  to 
do  the  j  il)  thoroughly  and  avoid  class 
legislation,  wouldn't  it  be  a  good  plan  to 
resolve  tiiat  no  one  shall  "defame"  ex- 
hibitors? There  is  a  good  deal  more  of 
that  than  there  is  of  "defaming  judges." 
And  if  the  modern  germs  poultrijndgibus 
is  so  unsuited  to  the  environment  it  finds 
in  the  modern  poultry  world  that  a  judge 
needs  such  protection,  isn't  it  time  to 
consider  whether  it  would  not  be  better 
to  devise  some  other  way  of  providing 
breeders  of  Standard  poultry  with  official 
certificates  of  the  quality  of  their  stock? 

"I  don't  know  the  origin  of  doulile 
mating,  but  I'm  inclined  to  think  it  was 
started  by  Barred  Rock  ijreeders;  of 
course  tiiere  must  be  a  reason  for  double 
mating,  but  any  given  reason  can  only 


Baldwin  and  others  claim  that  the  Stand- 
ard ought  not  to  call  for  things  that  can- 
not be  produced  from  matings  of  Standard 
exhibition  specimens.  I  would  like  to 
see  these  advocates  of  "  single  matings  " 
and  "Standard  matings"  stop  talking 
and  writing  against  methods  of  producing 
what  the  Standard  calls  for,  and  devote 
themselves  to  breeding,  exhibiting,  and 
exploiting  stock  bred  as  they  say  it  should 
be  bred. 

I  do  not  think  that  anyone  is  in  a 
position  to  say  po.sitively  that  no  matter 
how  bred,  tlie  males  in  Barred  Rocks 
will  always  be  lighter  than  the  females  of 
the  same  breeding.  It  appears  that  as 
they  have  been  and  are  now  bred  the 
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OninUL  0  ARE  UNEQUALED 

Fancy  IJirds  for  Kreeilinj;  I'uriioses.  V.Kt:" 
for  Uatchint;  in  season.   Send  for  Catalog. 

C.  T.  SAVAGE, 

67  North  Market  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 

IGEONSEiA^ 

Bottor  Than  Chickon 

YountrpiKL'.Mi-'  -iiiiit. 
■:0  to  6Uc  «         uli.  r.  ;; 
did.    Bijf  dt-m.-inH  In  city 
J(lIh.   Each  pair  uf  pitfconH 
cluiir  $-1  per  year.    Aiwnv«  P' 
tip.    Very   littlo  Kpncc    uniJ  mi>ni*y 
PffHcd  to  BtHrt.  Free  Book  cxplnins  all,  MA 
jgstic^cuabCo.,  Dept.  25     Aobl,  Iowa< 


DA  Y  OLD  CHICKS 

Cm  White  Leghorns 

From  our  1800  selected  and  specially  mated 
breeders  raised  on  range  and  unequaled  for  a 
heavy  laying  strain.  Hatched  in  our  Mammoth 
Incubators  by  attendants  who  know  how. 

Custom  Hatching  also  done  in  our  plant  of 
60,000  per  season  capacity.  Try  us  once  and  you 
will  be  a  regular  customer.  Write  for  catalog 
and  piices. 

We  have  500  White  Plymouth  Rock  Pullets, 
eight  months  old,  now  laying;  of  splendid 
quality  for  breeding  at  $2  each.  Great  bargain 

INDIAN  HILL  FARM,  INC., 


P.  O.  Box  iOI, 


DODGE,  MASS. 
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males  run  lighter  than  the  females,  but 
where  is  the  evidence  showing  that  it  is 
not  possible  to  get  a  different  result'.' 

It  would  take  a  very  carefully  planned 
and  elaborate  series  of  experimental 
matings  of  Barred  Rocks  to  show  just 
what  could  or  could  not  happen  from 
properly  arranged  matings  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  males  not  lighter  in  color 
than  the  females.  1  don't  think  any  such 
investigations  have  ever  been  made.  If 
they  have  I  would  like  to  have  particulars. 

Speaking  of  exaggeration  in  advertis- 
ing, the  Pdci/ic  Ftmcicrs'  Monlhly  quotes 
at  length  from  an  advertisement  of  W.  I). 
Holterman,  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  in  which 
he  claims  credit  for  the  Ist  Barred  Rock 
cockerel  at  San  Francisco,  which  he  styles 
'\(irand  Champion  of  the  World."  The 
advertisement  is  a  most  fervid  pen  picture 
of  the  marvelous  (piality  of  Mr.  Ilolter- 
man's  stock  as  shown  by  what  it  did  at 
the  Panama-Pacific.  Editor  Harker  says 
that  Mr.  Holterman  did  not  himself  enter 
any  birds  at  this  show,  and  is  not  entitled 
to  claim  credit;  also  that  while  Mr.  11. 
does  not  actually  say  that  he  won,  his  ad. 
is  so  worded  that  the  casual  reader  will 
suppose  that  he  competed  there. 

The  Western  Poullry)nan,  Salt  Lake  City, 
complains  that  the  American  Poultry  As- 
sociation is  interfering  objectionably  in 
the  ati'airs  of  the  state  organization  when 
it  undertakes  to  make  a  change  in  the 
officers,  appointing  at  San  Francisco  a 
temporary  president  and  secretary  "to 
serve  until  such  time  as  an  election  can 
be  held  by  mail."  This  is  certainly  juat 
cause  of  complaint,  for  the  A.' P.  A.  has 
no  authority  to  take  any  such  action. 
The  policy  contemplated  in  the  present 


for  they  would  apply  to  matters  not  in 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  A.  P.  A.  Thus  it 
was  suggested  that  State  and  Province 
members  must  use  a  name  prescribed  by 
the  A.  P.  A.;  that  the  A.  P.  A.  Hx  the 
minimum  for  their  member.s;  and  that  it 
take  certain  action  in  regard  to  state 
matters. 

One  of  the  objects  of  the  new  constitu- 
tion was  to  distinctly  withdraw  the  A.  P. 
.\.  from  a  position  where  such  interfer- 
ence in  state  affairs  hurt  the  standing  of 
the  "  branch"  with  state  authorities. 


EDITOR-JUDGES  AND  OTHERS 

HOWARD  L.  DAVIS,  in  I'oiillry  Preits, 
after  saying  all  the  mean  things 
that  he  can  think  of  about  poultry 
judges,  declares  that  "  Rule  17  "  is  not 
strong  enough,  and  that  a  rule  should  be 
passed :  — 

"That  no  person  shall  be  allowed  to 
judge  in  any  poultry  show  that  is  in  any 
way,  directly  or  indirectly,  interested  in, 
or  employed  by  any  publication  lliat 
solicits  or  accepts  advertisements  of  poul- 
try breeders  or  exhibitors. 

"  And  that  all  judges'  licenses  now 
held  by  any  such  person  be  revoked,  and 
none  grantetl  to  such  persons  in  the 
future. 

"  And  that  no  poultry  show  shall  be 
allowed  to  employ  any  but  licensed 
judges." 

Well  I  find  by  counting  them  that  of 
the  eighteen  forms  of  wickedness  Mr. 
Davis  charges  to  j)0ultry  judges,  only  two 
are  in  any  way  related  to  the  question  of 
the  propriety  of  poultry  journalists  judg- 
ing. The  other  sixteen  brands  of  poul- 
tri-judicial  iniquity  are  not  characteristic 
of  editor- judges,  but  may  crop  out  any- 


Co-opeiation  Brooding 


constitution  is  to  keep  (official)  hands  oil 
and  out  of  state  affairs.  The  poultry  in- 
terests in  a  state  having  formed  an  asso- 
ciation to  be  inilependent  within  the  state 
it  may  become  atliliated  with  the  .\.  P.  A. 
for  action  in  general  matters,  but  the 
A.  P.  A.  has  nothing  more  to  do  with 
the  state  body  than  to  lix  the  qualifica- 
tions of  delegates  to  represent  it  in  the 
A.  P.  A.,  and  in  case  two  or  more  organ- 
izations in  a  state  pre.sent  themselves  for 
affiliation  with  it,  to  decide  which  one  is 
more  acceptable. 

It  would  appear  that  the  A.  P.  \.  at 
San  Francisco  undertook  to  give  its  offi- 
cial approval  to  a  faction  of  what  was  the 
I'tah  Branch  in  a  high  handed  way. 

I  notice  also  in  the  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings that  a  commitiee  was  appointed 
to  report  upon  matters  relating  to  organ- 
ization and  made  a  report.  The  greater 
part  of  the  recommendations  of  this  com- 
mittee were  superfluous,  being  already  in 
the  constitution.  Two  or  three  sugires- 
tionsthat  were  new  were  unconstitutional, 


whore.  So  if  Mr.  D.ivis  wants  to  sup- 
press tiie  wrongful  practices  he  alleges, 
he  needs  rules  to  coverall  cases  —  iiol  a 
rule  putting  certain  judges  under  a  liari 
bccau-'e  of  the  nature  of  their  interest  in 
pniiitry. 

When  a  man  prefaces  a  general  list  of 
sins  he  has  observed  in  poultry  judges 
with  remarks  about  editor-judges,  and 
concludes  as  above,  he  puts  himself  in  a 


DANGEROUS  GOMPANiONS  FOR  HEALTHY  CHICKS 

Wlun  White  Diarrhea  attaoics  one  of  your  little  chicks,  watdi  out 
for  trouble,  because  white  diarrhea  is  contagious,  spreads  rapidly  and 
often  carries  otf  the  whole  hatch.  At  the  first  sign  of  it,  disinfect  the 
entire  equipment,  move  the  chicks  to  new  ground,  put 

Co^^  WHITE  DIARRHEA  REMEDY 

in  the  drinking  water.  Separate  the  sick  chicks  from  the 
rest  and  treat  them  according  to  directions  on  the  package. 

Better  still,  put  Conkey's  White  Diarrhea  Remedy  in 
the  water  before  the  disease  appears,  then  you'll  not  worry 
later.    Packages  25c  and  50c. 

CONKEY'S  GAPE  REMEDY  effectively  rids  chicks 
of  gape  worms,  Uidess  treated,  the  chicks  will  choke  to 
death.  Results  guaranteed.  25c  and  50c, 
^  CONKEY'S  ROUP  REMEDY— Used  and  recom- 
mended by  practical  poidtrymen.  Always  have  it  ready 
this  uncertain  weather.  Put  it  in  the  drinking  water.  It 
prevents  as  well  as  conquers  rouj).  25c  to  $1.00. 


rHE  O.  E.  OOMK^EYCO 

1020  ConKey  Did.,  Cleveland  OHio 


position  where  he  appears  hostile  to  cer- 
tain interests  rather  than  intent  upon 
securing  reform  of  the  abuse  he  alleges ; 
though  perhaps  Mr.  Davis  is  not  at  all 
concerned  about  the  question,  but  merely 
scribbled  his  stuff' off  out  of  cons-ideration 
for  Editor  De  Lancey,  to  give  the  latter  a 
chance  to  get  his  breath  and  think  up 
something  else  to  say  about  "the  infernal 
practice"  of  his  competitors  in  journal- 
ism who  are  qualified  to  serve  as  judges 
at  poultry  shows. 

The  question  of  when  to  judge  and 
when  not  to  judge  because  of  relations 
to  exhibitors  is  a  (juestion  for  show  man- 
agers and  individual  judges  to  decide  in 
each  case  according  to  the  circumstances. 
There  is  no  need  of  a  special  rule  to  apply 
to  one  class  of  men,  prohibiting  them 
from  judging  under  any  circumstances. 


Pennsylvania— J.  B.  K^irn,  McKeeeport. 
Ohio — Dr.  II.  II.  Lehman,  Ashland. 
Wisconsin — .lohn  Blanchard,  t^olumbus. 
Michigan  —  F.  (i.  llomel,  Fennville. 
Iowa  —  J.  Stevens,  Webster  (3ity.  Miss- 
ouri—Clark Robinson,  Columbia.  Mon- 
tana—  R.  L.  McKellar,  Halowton.  Ore- 
gon— C.  M.  Lake,  Baring,  ('alifornia — 
Elias  (iailup,  Ilanford.  Lecturer  on 
Dominiques  —  Dr.  W.  H.  Davenport, 
Griswoldville,  Mass. 


BIIOWN 

POULTRY 

FENCE 


Cost" '■"If  as  much  as 
'  netting,  lasts  5  times  as  long. 
Get  book  of  freight  prepaid  prices. 
Direet  from  factory.  IGOstyles  of  fence, 
gates  and  steej  posts.    S.mnnle  also  free 
BrowD  Fence  &  Wire  Co.,  DepJ.  27  CIctcImiiI.O 


American  Dominique  Club 


To  get  rid  of  rats  get 


RID  OF- RATS 


Non-Poisonous.  Guaranteed  to  destioy  the 
^  rat  and  mouse  pest  from  cornc  bs,  bins. poul- 
try houses,  stables,  etc.   No  results,  no  pay. 
Box  10c;  Doz.  boxes  $1  east  of  Miss. ;  $1.20 

west  of  Miss.  If  your  dealer  can't  euppi?  you 
orderdirect.   Write/or  eataloo,  tt  tell*  Ihettory. 

Bers&BeardM/g.0o.61  Fleet  PI. ,B'klyn.,N.Y. 


At  the  annual  meetina:  of  the  National 
Ariieri(taii  Doiidniqiie  ("lub,  held  at  the 
Poston  Show,  the  following  officers 

were  elected : 

President — A.  Q.  Carter,  Freeport,  Me. 
Vice-President  — S.  F.  Yerkes,  Mt.  Airy  ,  .  .  ,  .  . 

P.  O.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  Secretary-Treas-     FlfSt  Aid  TO  POUltiy  Keepei<C 

urer  — C.  W.  P,esse,  Jefferson,  Me.    lOx.     I-  *  

ecutive Committee  Dr.  \V .  W.  Harwnod- 
Cliasin  Falls.  Maloiie,  N.  Y.  ;  .(esse  ti- 
Dailington,  ').'>  I  and  Media  St.,  Pliilailel- 
phia,  Pa.  8: ate  \'ice- Presidents :  Maine — 
Nt-al  Litchfield,  Freeport.  New  Hamp- 
shire —  S.  Peaslee,  Lakeport.  \'er, 
mont  —  E.  W.  I'age,  Plainlield.  Massa. 
tdiuseits — Frank  AL  Hoard,  Taunton- 
(Joiinecticut — F.  E.  Fowler,  Merideii. 
.New  York  —  Abel  Weeks,  Tarrytowii. 
New  Jersey  —  F.  S.  Benson,  Glen  Ridge. 
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Written  by  man  who  has  devoted  his  life 
to  poultry — book  teems  with  pointers 
and  real  secrets  on  how  to  rai.-it 
more  and  better  chicks,  tfet  lOOc 
hatches,  produce  prize  winners. 


T.-lla  ho 


to  ( 


uliri 


lonty  on 

tors  anj  broo(Jera--illustrateH  nmny 
wiUi  very  latest  improvMments.  Need- 
ed by  beginners,  farmers  and  others. 
Write  today-  edition  iiniited.  Model 

Incubator  Co  Henry  St.,  Buffalo. 

N.  Y.  Also  39  Barclay  Street,  N.  Y.  C. 


When  Writing  Advertisers  Please 
Mention  Farm-Poultry 


OUR  CHAMPION  SENSATION 

And  RED  PRINCE  Strains  of  Rose  and  Single  Comb  Reds 

Have  Won  Ijiis  Winter:  MORK  FIRSTS  at  Madison  Square  (iarden  than  any  other  exhibitor.  Tliey  won  ALL  firsts 
on  females,  somethinii  never  before  accomplished  at  this  show.  They  won  three  times  as  many  firsts  at  Boston  as  any 
competitor.  They  won  at  Madison  Square  (iarden,  lioston,  and  Providence  four  times  as  many  firsts  as  any  of  their 
competitors,  and  within  two  of  as  many  lirsts  as  all  competitors  combined.  ALL  these  winners  and  many  others  are  in 
our  l!Mii  Pens.    Send  Stamp  for  Mating  and  Price  Lists. 


A  Few  More  Cockerels  Left  at  Bargain  Prices 

JOX  67, 

4  CORNERS,  R.  I. 


RED   FEATHER  FARM.  TIVERTON 
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CONSISTENCY  AND  SIM- 
PLICITY IN  POULTRY 
STANDARDS 

<  t  O  AVS.J.  H.  Drevenstedt  in  a  recent 
1^  ii-8ue  of  the  American  Fancier:  — 
"The  magnificent  inconsisten- 
cies of  color  disqualifications  in  the  Amer- 
ican i^ian<lard  of  Perfection  are  particu- 
larly noticeable  in  the  earlobe  disquali- 
fications. *  *  *  Plymouth  Kock  lobes 
with  positive  enamel  white  in  them  are 
disqualified,  even  a  pin-head  speck  of 
white  (consigning  a  crackerjack  specimen 
to  the  scr.  p  heap,  and,  remember,  breed- 
ers and  fanciers,  the  Plymouth  Rock  is  a 
utility  breed.  Another  fancier  and  utili- 
tarian breed  is  the  Wyandotte,  but  the 
standard  makers  weie  more  soft  hearted, 
so  decided  that  more  than  one-quarter 
positive  white  in  lobes  disqualifies.  The 
han<lsome  and  useful  Rhode  Island  Reds 


PAFfM-POULtftV 


April 


old  Dorking'has  maintained  an  honoral)le 
existence  without  any  earlobe  disqualifi- 
cations. 

"In  Hamburgs,  where  white  lobes  are 
a  very  important  .section  in  this  beautiful 
fanciers'  fowl,  red  in  lobes  covering  more 
than  one-third  of  the  surface  disqualifies. 
Yet  the  Rocks,  .lavas,  and  Orpingtons 
cannot  have  a  little  white  pimple  in  their 
lobes." 

Mr.  Drevenstedt  presents  this  state- 
ment of  inconsistencies  in  disqualifica- 
tions as  an  argument  for  the  doing  away 
with  all  disqualifications.  It  is  a  forceful 
argument  for  that  purpose  and  applies 
equally  to  making  dis(|ualirtcation8  con- 
sistent and  to  making  standard  descrip- 
tions both  consistent  and  simple.  We 
can  find  the  same  sort  of  inconsistency 
running  all  through  the  Standard  of  Per- 
fection, and  find  with  it  a  great  deal  of 
difference  in  description  not  required  to 
describe  breeds  or  varieties  as  they  appear 
to  the  eye. 


Natural  Incubators  —  On  the  Job 


escape  with  the  same  penalty  as  the  Wy- 
andottes,  as  do  the  American  Domin- 
iquea  and  Buckeyes,  but  the  good  old 
Java  must  not  have  even  a  pin-head  speck 
of  enamel  white.  All  of  the  above  Amer- 
ican breeds  are  touted  high  for  utility. 

"  When  we  come  to  such  beautiful  fan- 
ciers' breeds  as  the  Brahnias,  Cochins  and 
Langshans,  we  find  no  color  disqualifica- 
tions for  lobes,  strange  but  good  to  say. 
In  Leghorns,  Andalusians,  and  Minorcas, 
red  covering  one- third  or  more  of  the  sur- 
face puts  the  kibosh  on  the  unfortunate 
specimen  possessing  the  mathematical 
allotment  of  foreign  color,  while  the  rule 
of  measurement  (by  the  keen-eyed  judge) 
is  one-half  or  more  in  Anconas. 

"  Orpingtons,  another  and  great  breed 
for  fancy  and  utility,  are  handicapped  as 
severely  as  the  Plymouth  Rocks  in  the 
minor  lobe  section.  Redcaps  must  have 
solid  white  ear  lobes  before  they  can  be 
thrown  out  of  competition.    The  grand 


I  have  had  on  my  study  wall  for  some 
seven  or  eight  years  a  sheet  of  cardboard 
about  20  X  :!0  inches,  ruled  one  way  for 
names  of  breeds  of  fowls  and  the  other 
way  for  names  of  sections  of  fowls  as 
described  in  the  American  Standard  of 
Perfection.  The  spaces  contain  —  either 
complete  or  in  su*'Stance  —  the  Standard 
descriptions  of  shape,  so  that  as  you  read 
across  you  get  the  description  of  a  breed, 
and  as  you  read  down  you  can  readily 
compare  the  descriptions  of  shape  of  dif- 
ferent breeds  section  by  section.  This 
tabulation  of  Standard  requirements  was 
made  as  a  result  of  the  request  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  then  engaged  in  re- 
vising the  Standard  that  I  give  him  for 
consideration  of  the  committee  my  ideas 
of  what  ought  to  be  done  in  the  way  of 
Standard  revision.  After  making  this 
tabulation  of  Standard  requirements  I 
concluded  that  I  probably  would  not  live 
long  enough — not  even  if  I  lived  to  a  ripe 


HAYWARD^S 

WHITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCKS 

BREAK  THE   RECORD-THEY  WON 

PI  LLKi.  1.     a,  I 

COCKKKKL.  1.  4.  G 
HKN.  0 
PKN,  3.  4 

Also  sppchil  for  best  display,  four  shaiK'  and  color  specials,  ami  ivxi  ( 'hallcMde 
cu|)  for  best  White  Plymouth  Kock  male  in  the  show.  Tills  ivmarkahle  rci  oril, 
toirether  with  my  notable  wlnnlnKS  at  lioston  last  year,  proves  the  hij-h  i|uallly 
of  the  Haywaril  strain.    Write  for  desci  iiillve  circular  iflvin!;  matlnt;s  and  prices 

W.  F.  HAYWARD, 

FLANDERS  ROAD,  -  WESTBORO,  NIASS. 


age  —  to  see  the  time  when  the  A.  P.  A. 
Standard  makers  would  be  ready  to  seri- 
ously entertain  such  suggestions  in  regard 
to  Standard  revision  as  I  would  seriously 
make.  So  I  tacked  the  tabulation  on  the 
wall  where  it  would  serve  as  a  perpetual 
reminder  of  the  faults  of  the  Standard  of 
Perfection,  and  told  the  good  friend  who 
had  so  kindly  asked  me  for  suggestions 
about  revising  the  Standard  that  niy  ideas 
of  what  the  Standard  should  be  were  so 
far  from  the  ideas  cherished  by  most  of 
those  who  took  part  in  the  work  of  revis- 
ing the  Standard  that  I  considered  it  a 
waste  of  time  for  me  to  undertake  to  put 
them  in  suitable  form  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee. 

Priedy  stated,  my  idea  of  a  standard 
serving  the  purpose  of  the  Standard  of 
Perfection  is  that  it  should  be  developed 
upon  the  simplest  plan  of  presenting  the 
information  it  contains  and  in  accordance 
with  principles  of  standard  making  which 
would  employ  a  rational  system  of  class- 
ification of  breeds  and  varieties  and  would 
eliminate  such  inconsistencies  as  jNIr. 
Drevenstedt  cites  in  the  above  quotation. 
Such  a  method  would  not  fit  into  the 
present  policy  of  the  A.  P.  A.  in  regard 
to  Standards  because  it  would  reduce  the 
book  in  size  so  much  that  there  would  be 
no  excuse  for  not  also  reducing  the  price. 
It  would  also  be  strongly  opposed  by  the 
breeders  of  a  number  of  varieties  of  poul- 
try who  for  one  reason  or  another  would 
object  to  such  changes  in  the  standards 
for  their  varieties  as  were  proposed  in  the 
interests  of  consistency.  These  are  the 
two  great  obstacles  to  the  creation  of  a 
Standard  of  real  merit  and  of  the  greatest 
possible  service  to  poultry  breeders. 

In  the  article  from  which  I  have  quoted, 
I\Ir.  Drevenstedt  says  further:  "The  fact 
is,  many  of  our  most  experienced  breed- 
ers and  thorough  fanciers,  men  and  wo- 
men who  deeply  deplore  the  injustice  of 
Standard  laws,  take  little  or  no  interest 


Breed  Books 

The  Leghorns.  Edited  by  J.  H.  Drev- 
enstedt. 

Illustrated  with  color  plates  by  Sewell;  140  pages 
9  X  12;  paper  covers.   Price  postpaid,  $I.UO. 

The  Plymouth  Rocks.    Edited  by 
W.  C.  Denny  and  J.  H.  Drevenstedt. 

Three  color  plates  by  Sewell,  144  pages,  U  x  12, 
profusely  Illustrated;  paper  covers.  Price,  post- 
paid, *1.IKI. 

The  Rhode  Island  Reds.  Edited  by 
D.  E.  Hale. 

Color  plate  of  feathers  by  .Sewell;  HH  paees,  '.I  .t  12, 
illustrated;  paper  covers.    Postpaid.  7.'5  cents. 

The  Wyandottes.    Edited  by  J.  H 
Drevenstedt. 

Throe  color  plates  by  Sewell ;  160  pages.  9x12 
lustrateil;  paper  covers.    Price  postiiald.  tl.OO. 

The   Orpingiions,   Edited  by  J.  H. 
Drevenstedt 

8(1  pages,  9x  12,  illustrated;  paper  covers.  Price 
liostpald,  75  cents. 

The  Asiatics. 

Color  plates  of  Buff  and  Partridge  Cochins  by 
Sewell;  9(i  pages;  Illustrated;  iKiper  cover.  Price 
postpaid,  50  cents. 
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The  Original  Style  of  Chicken  Coop,  and  Still  in  Use 

From  a  photograph  trken  on  a  farm  at  Hanover,  Mass. 


Last  Chance 

TO  CET 

First  Lessons  in  Pouitry-Keeping 

FIRST  YEAR  COURSE 

Our  stock  of  the  second  year  course 
of  "  First  Lessons  in  Poultry-Keeping  '' 
is  sold  out.  We  have  on  hand  only  a 
tew  hundred  copies  of  the  First  Yeai 
Course,  which  is  the  book  of  most  gen- 
eral interest  and  that  has  been  most  in 
demand,  going  through  several  editions 
to  every  one  of  the  second  series 
These  books  are  not  to  be  republished 
in  tlie  old  form,  or  to  sell  at  the  low 
price  at  which  they  have  been  sold, 
for  the  first  series  in  particular  gave 
far  too  much  for  the  money. 

This  is  not  a  special  offer.  We  are 
not  making  any  reduction  on  the  book 
either  separately  or  in  combination. 
We  simply  call  the  attention  of  read- 
ers to  the  fact  that  the  opportunity  to 
get  the  book  will  be  open  for  only  a 
short  time  longer.  Those  who  aie  re- 
newing now  and  want  a  general  book 
on  poultry  keeping  will  find  it  to  their 
advantage  to  buy  this  one  at  the  regu- 
lar combination  price. 

•' First  Lessons  in  Poultry-Keeping," 
First  Year  Course,  is  a  book  of  168 
pages,  containing  twenty-one  lessons 
dealing  exclusively  with  fowls  and 
their  care  and  management.  The  ar- 
rangement of  the  lessons  follows 
closely  the  poultry  work  of  the  year. 
For  this  reason,  and  because  of  the 
attention  it  gives  to  little  details  likely 
to  be  overlooked  many  veteran  poul- 
try keepers  use  it  for  a  leference  book, 
prefening  it  for  that  purpose  to  any 
other.  It  does  not  tieat  its  subjects 
as  fully  as  some  of  the  author's  other 
works,  but  gives  all  that  most  poultiy 
keepers  want  in  their  practice.  It  is 
well  illustiated,  and  has  paper  cover 
Price  50  cts.  With  FARM-POULTRY 
one  year,  75  cts. 
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in  what  the  A.  I'.  A.  is  (loinsr,  or,  rather, 
has  been  doing,  for  many  years  past. 
They  no  longer  look  upon  it  aa  the  fan- 
ciers' organization  it  was  when  founded. 
They  feel  the  need  of  another  organiza- 
tion  based  on  lines  which  will  bring 
together  the  best  breeders  of  poultry  in 
all  <;ountrie8.    This  feeling  was  abroad  at 
Boston  in  liH  I,  when  a  serious  minded 
bunch  of  fanciers  'cussed'  the  A.  P.  A. 
and  its  Standard  in  polite  but  emphatic 
language,  and  at  the  same  time  discussed 
the  advisability  of  forming  an  Inter- 
national Poultry  Association  composed 
of  fanciers  of  Stanclard  bred  poultry  in 
the  Tnited  States,  Canada,  England,  Au- 
stralia, France,  Belgium,  Germany  and 
Denmark,  with  the  object  in  view  of 
formulating  breed  standards  that  fit  the 
breed  and  prove  a  universal  guide  for  ex- 
hibitors and  jailges  in  all  countries.  The 
egg  was  laid  but  not  hatched  at  the  IJean- 
town  conclave.    It  was  the  sense  of  the 
members  of  the  latter  to  wait  another 
year  before  launching  the  I.  P.  A.  on  the 
turbulent  poultry  sea.    The  outbreak  of 
war  in  Euroi>e  is  responsible  for  another 
extension  of  time,  as  conditions  abroad 
are  not  favorable  for  interesting  or  en- 
thusing fanciers  across  the  seas  in  such  a 
serious  and  dillicult  undertaking  as  the 
organization  of  an  International  Poultry 
Association  is  bound  to  be  at  the  present 
time. 

"  Bat  the  men  behind  this  movement 
are  marking  time  just  the  same,  and 
when  i)eace  is  restored  in  Europe,  which 
all  civilized  persons  on  earth  hope  will  I)e 
soon,  another  larger  and  more  fertile  egg 
will  be  laid  and  hatched  from  which  will 
spring  a  live  and  healthy  organization 
consecrated  to  the  best  interests  of  poultry 
culture  throughout  the  world." 

While  I  hope  that  we  will  sometime 
have  a  ]>oultry  association  representative 
of  the  interest  in  all  lands,  it  does  not 
seem  to  me  possible,  even  if  the  war  is 
soon  over,  for  such  an  organization  to  be 
developeil  to  the  point  where  it  can 
promulgate  standards  that  will  supersede 
other  standards  within  any  time  that 
would  make  it  a  factor  in  reforming  con- 
ditions in  America.  If,  as  would  a])pear 
from  ^Ir.  Drevenstedt's  statement,  the 
idea  is  to  make  an  international  associa- 
tion that  is  especially  a  fanciers'  organ- 
ization, I  do  not  believe  that  such  an  or- 
ganization, formed  for  the  purpose  of 
making  uniform  standards,  can  be  held 
together  long  enough  to  formulate  sucli  a 
standard  —  to  say  nothing  of  securing  its 
general  adoption. 

In  an  international  association  for  the 
purpose  of  making  an  international  stand- 
ard every  condition  that  in  the  American 
Poultry  Association  has  operated  to  make 
our  Standard  of  I'erfection  unsatisfactory 
would  be  present  — often  in  magnified 
form.  There  would  be  greater  diversity 
of  interests,  greater  diflerences  of  opinion, 
greater  dilliculty  in  working  through 
committees.  It  is  conceival)le  that  if  we 
had  a  well  founded  international  poultry 
association  it  might  in  time  acquire  the 
prestige  and  develop  the  organization 
needed  to  adjust  such  things  as  standards 
on  an  international  basis,  but  whoever 
will  sit  down  and  outline  a  method  of 
making  such  a  standard  through  an  In- 
ternational Poultry  Association  in  the 
embryo  stage  will  quickly  discover  that  it 
is  impractical. 

Fanciers  in  this  country  who  do  not 
like  the  A.  P.  A.  standard  cannot  cure 
the  things  they  do  not  like  i>y  treatment 
based  on  the  theory  that  an  International 
association  is  superior  to  associations  rei>- 
resenting  less  territory  and  its  standards 
of  more  authority. 

It  is  of  no  use  for  a  group  of  American 
fanciers,  either  as  individuals  or  repre- 


senting others,  to  undertake  to  co-operate 
with  similar  groups  from  other  lands  to 
make  new  standards  unless  they  are  as- 
sured in  advance  that  those  standards 
would  be  adopted  by  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  show  associations.  It  is  practically 
necessary  as  a  first  8tei>  toward  inter- 
national standards  that  those  who  would 
undertake  them  should  first  of  all  make 
the  standard  for  at  least  an  im]iortant 
I)art  of  the  poultry  shows  in  this  country. 
In  other  words,  the  way  to  begin  is  either 
to  secure  control  of  the  American  Poultry 
Association  or  to  build  up  a  strong  rival 
to  it. 

If  they  can  do  either  of  these  things 
they  can  change  the  Standard  to  suit 
without  organizing  an  International  Poul- 
try Association.  If  they  can  do  this,  and 
if  they  are  liberal  minded  as  those  will 
have  to  l)e  who  will  make  standards  that 
will  gain  international  approval,  they  can 
go  very  far  in  the  way  of  making  the 
American  standard  such  a  standard  sim- 
ply by  giving  it  the  best  possible  form 
and  by  adopting  a  ])olicy  with  standards 
for  breeds  of  foreign  origin  that  are  in 
vogue  where  those  breeds  were  developed, 
of  conforming  as  far  as  is  consistent  with 
the  general  requirements  of  the  American 
standard. 


Student  Judg^in^  Contests 

Iteferring  to  a  students'  judging  con- 
test held  at  the  Madison  S<(uare  (iarden 
Show,  H.  P.  Schwab  says  in  Enrijhoily's: 

"Those  student  poultry  judges  should 
first  learn  how  to  rightly  take  birds  out 
of  their  coops.  We  were  surprised  to 
note  the  way  they  handled  the  birds  dur- 
ing their  contest  at  New  York." 

Man-handling  the  birds  was,  to  poul- 
trymen  who  saw  it,  the  conspicuous  feat- 
ure of  a  students'  judging  contest  at  the 
Boston  Show  a  few  years  ago.  l*]xhibitors 
who  kindly  loaned  birds  for  the  occasion, 
and  saw  what  the  students  were  doing  to 
them  were  very  much  disposed  to  stop  it, 
but  did  not  like  to  put  themselves  in  the 
position  of  spoiling  the  program.  So 
they  charged  the  damage  to  their  birds 
uj>  to  expenses  and  said  "  never  again." 

The  rules  of  the  contest  were  in  part 
responsible  for  the  rough  treatment  the 
birds  received,  for  the  time  allowance 
was  short;  but  as  I  remember,  there  was 
only  one  contestant  that  knew  how  to 
handle  a  chicken.  Artist  F.  L.  Sewell 
said  to  me  at  that  time  that  he  thought 
the  contest  would  serve  its  purpose  just 
as  well  if  the  contestants  judged  the  birds 
from  the  aisle. 


National  White  Wyandotte  Club 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  holding  the  next  annual  meet 
at  the  Madison  Square  (iarden  Show  and 
to  point  to  the  fact  that  it  is  nearly  twelve 
years  since  the  club  met  with  us.  Inter- 
est in  poultry  is  growing  by  leaps  and 
bounds  near  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
more  people  who  will  be  real  buyers  will 
see  the  display  at  ^ladison  Square  ( iarden 
than  at  any  place  in  the  I'nited  States. 
It  is  important  for  the  breed  that  it  make 
a  very  large  showing  this  year,  so  that 
beginners  may  be  attracted  and  purchase 
the  White  Wyandottes,  wjiich  will  give 
them  more  satisfaction  as  an  all-around 
fowl  than  any  other  breed  or  variety.  I, 
therefore,  heartily  invite  the  members  of 
the  clul>  to  our  L'oth  annual  exhibition  to 
be  held  December  L'!i,  IHK;,  to  January  :!, 
11*17,  and  ask  their  co-operation  in  mak- 
ing this  the  greatest  meeting  ever  heM  by 
White  Wyandotte  breeders.  I  am  in 
touch  with  the  ollicers  and  executive 
committee  of  the  club,  and  as  a  life  mem- 
ber and  former  i)resident  of  the  clul),  I 
am  |)ersonally  in  favor  of  the  meeting  at 
the  (iarden  in  I'.iKi  and  at  Chicago  in 
I'.MT.  By  tretting  at  the  matter  early  in 
the  year  [)lans  may  be  made  for  a  meet 
that  will  satisfy  the  exhibitors  and  aston- 
ish the  public.      Yours  very  truly, 

(JllAS.   I).  Cl.KVKI.AMi. 


BARRED  ROCKS  AND 
S.  0.  WHITE  LEGHORNS 


HATCHING 
EGGS 
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DAY  OLD 
CHICKS 


Tia.le-Mark  T^.  S.  P:il.  Of. 


I'l.K 


EC  OS  (t'ii'r'etV)  S6 

1500  CHOICE  BIRDS 


II  CHICKS  (rrn  $20'  100 

IN  OUR  BREEDING  PENS 


Kvery  «•«:«;  ;»«<l  every  «-lii<-k  sliipix-d  prixl ii<'<><l  from  our  own  breeders  on  our 
own  farm.   Order  early.    No  deposit  reciiiired.   Sal isfac-tion  Kuaranteed. 
SKNI)   FOR  CIKCI  I.AH 

Twin  Oak  Poultry  and  Ecc  Company, 
williamstown,  mass. 

LarRest  and  most  <'oniplete  poultry  plant   in   Western  Massachusetts. 


WHITE  PLYMOUTH 

ROCKS 

S.  C.  RHODE  ISLAND 

REDS 


DAY  OLD  CHICKS 

liiiMi  the  two  ticHt  utility  strains  i>f  tlio  twi)  IichI  L'encral  pui'- 
poHc  breeds  in  the  woria.  Our  slock  has  heen  bred  for  many 
years  for  health,  vieor  and  heavy  ecK  piodiictlon.  All  our 
stoek  Is  laiiKe-nilsed  and  open-air  housol  the  year  round. 
We  trap  nest,  and  select  our  breeders  on  their  records.  All 
breeding  males  are  sons  of  hens  that  laid  200  egBS  or  better 
their  puilet  year. 

Our  Calaloi;  jiives  full  details.    Send  for  il. 

ORCHARD  VIEW  FARM,  R.  F.  D.  5,  Holliston,  Mass. 


ONE  PRICE  TO  ALL 


FARM -POULTRY 

ONE  YEAR  25  CENTS 
FIVE  YEARS  TO  ONE  ADDRESS  $  1 .00 
ONE  YEAR  TO  FIVE  ADDRESSES  1.00 

IN  CANADA,  40  CENTS  A  YEAR;  THREE  YEARS,  $  I  .OO 
IN  OTHER  COUNTRIES,  50  CENTS  A  YEAR 


We  have  never  cut  prices  on  the  "  everybody's  doing  it "  principle 
but  since  as  a  result  of  that  practice,  a  general  selling  price  oi 
monthly  poultry  papers  has  been  made  by  our  competitors,  we  adopt 
that  as  our  regular  price,  matching  the  zig-zag  cut  that  discriminates 
against  your  best  patrons  with  a  horizontal  cut  that  makes  the  price 
the  same  to  all. 

A  Popular  Subscription  Campaign 

Although  the  above  announcement  of  price  and  terms  was  first  made  only 
a  month  ago,  the  returns  already  show  that  poultry  keepers  approve  the 
policy  of  one  price  to  all,  that  manj  subscribers  prefer  to  take  out  five  year 
subscriptions,  and  that  many  are  disposed  to  do  missionary  work  among 
their  friends  and  neighbors  by  getting  a  club  of  five  or  more  subscribers. 
For  the  assistance  of  those  forming  such  clubs  we  give  here 

A  Few  Facts  About  Farm-Poultry 

FARM=POULTRY  is  published  for  three  classes  of  readers: 

(a)  For  all  people  interested  in  poultry  in  New  England  and  adja- 

cent territory. 

(b)  For  those  everywhere  who  want  to  be  kept  posted  on  develop- 

ments in  poultry  culture  in  this  area,  which  is  the  most  ad- 
vanced poultry  section  in  the  world. 

(c)  For  students  of  poultry  matters  who  want  competent  criticism  of 

all  matters  of  general  interest  in  poultry  culture. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  pre-eminently  the  organ  of  stable  and  permanent 
poultry  interests.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  poultry  papers  in  the  United 
States,  and  has  a  longer  record  of  uninterrupted  pres<tige  and  influence 
than  any  other  poultry  paper.  One  of  its  lontr  time  advertisers  said 
of  it  recently:    "  Farm- Poultry  is  an  institution." 

FARM  =  POULTRY  is  the  only  paper  in  New  England  devoted  wholly  to 
poultry  interests  and  to  all  interests  of  poultry  keepers. 

FARM-POULTRY  is  "  n  ponltri/man' s  jiaper  for  poultry  l:cej>ers."  Its  editor 
was  a  skilled  poultryman  and  breeder  before  be  engaged  in  poultry 
journalism,  has  always  kept  poultry  enough  to  keep  his  hand  in,  and 
is  at  the  present  time  actively  engaged  on  one  of  the  largest  commer- 
cial plants  in  New  l^ngland. 

FARM=POULTRY  is  the  only  poultry  paper  published  that  is  edited  as  a 
journal  giving  technical  information  should  be,  suppre.ssing  matter  of 
no  importance  or  value  and  keeping  its  readers  advised  of  the  merits 
of  every  matter  worth  their  attention. 

Let  Us  Get  Together! 

We  welcome  HU|)port  from  everywiiere,  but  we  want  mo.st  of  all  the  united 
support  of  i)0ullry  interests  in  our  home  territory.  We  need  this,  and  poul- 
try interests  here  need  to  co-operate  to  secure  from  their  home  paper  the 
be.«t  that  it  can  do  for  them . 

Make  P.  O.  Orders  and  Checks  Payable  to 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO,  39  Sudbury  St,  BOSTON,  MASS. 
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FEDERAL  RESTRICTION  ON 
EGG  SHIPMENTS 

THS  recently  promulgated  ruling  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  at 
Washington,  declaring  egga  a8 
"adulterated"  within  the  taeaning  of  the 
t^ute  Food  and  t)rug  Act  if  a  lot  or  case 
Contains  more  than  0%  of  eggs  not  fit  for 
food  concerns  handlers  of  and  dealers  in 
eggs  rather  than  producers.  It  is  a  rare 
thing  for  a  producer  who  ships  in  inter- 
state commerce  to  have  any  bad  eggs  get 
into  a  shipment.  The  bad  eggs  come  in 
the  general  collections  which  are  often 
slow  in  accumulating  and  held  and  han- 
dled under  unfavorable  conditions.  Kggs 
being  a  perishable— and  under  some  con- 
ditions a  highly  perishable  —  product  it 
not  infrequently  happens  that  a  shipment 
(;onsigne(i  in  good  order  contains  more  or 
less  bad  eggs  when  it  reaches  its  destina- 
tion. Ofhcials  of  the  department  of  Ag- 
riculture in  efTorts  to  prevent  waste  and 
loss  in  eggs,  began  first  to  collect  informa- 
tion as  to  the  extent  of  such  losses  and 
their  preventabilFty.  Following  that  was 
an  educational  campaign  to  impress  the 
facts  upon  those  engaged  in  the  trade  and 
point  out  ways  of  reducing  losses. 

Such  investigations  were  in  the  line  of 
demonstration,  not  of  discovery.  They 
revealed  nothing  as  to  conditions  that 
had  not  been  matter  of  common  knowl- 
edge for  years.  The  educational  work 
was  necessarily  done  largely  through  the 
press.  As  far  as  it  reached  producers  or 
handlers  of  eggs  it  was  through  poultry 
agricultural  and  trade  papers,  most  of 
which  had  been  duly  diligent  in  this  direc- 
tion since  long  before  the  government 
took  it  up.  Hence  it  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  the  effort  would  greatly  im- 
prove conditions.  It  became  simply  a 
part  of  the  general  efiorts  of  such  jour- 
nals to  promote  good  practice. 

Thereupon,  as  in  other  instances,  we 
have  had  occasion  to  discuss,  oflicials  im- 
patient with  the  natural  course  and  rate 
of  improvement,  look  about  for  some  sort 
of  a  club  to  force  people  to  follow  their 
instructions.  "The  Big  Slick"  appropri- 
ate for  the  purpose  was  manufactured  by 
ruling  that  the  things  occurring  in  eggs 
to  make  them  bad  and  unfit  for  food  con- 
stitute adulterations  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Pure  i'^ood  and  Drugs  Act.  Not 
only  is  the  bad  egg  held  to  be  "  adulter- 
ated "  but  a  case  or  package  containing 
bad  eggs  is  ruled  "adulterated" — if  it  con- 
tains more  than  IJ^  dozen,  or  5%,  of 
'adulterated"  eggs. 

l.'nder  a  construction  of  the  Inter- 
State  Commerce  f.aw  the  Federal  (iovern- 
ment  exercifes  jurisdiction  over  inter- 
state transactions,  and  by  invoking  this 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  finds  a 
way  of  imposing  penalties  upon  some  of 
those  who  fail  to  respond  to  its  ad- 
monitions. It  is  not,  however,  without 
a  heart,  for  it  will  allow  a  :!0-dozen  (;ase 
of  eggs  to  pass  as  not  adulterated  if  it 
does  not  contain  more  than  a  do/en  and 
a  half  bad  eggs.  The  reasons  given  for 
this  leinency,  as  stated  in  the  Wrekly 
Neira  Lelkr  issued  by  the  Department: — 
"  The  investigations  of  the  department 
have  shown  that  it  is  commercially  prac- 
ticable, by  the  method  of  candling,  to . 
eliminate  from  any  given  shipment  most 
of  the  eggs  of  the  kinds  which  the  depart- 
ment regards  as  adulterated.  It  is  not 
the  practice  of  the  dei>artment,  however, 
to  base  proceedings  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  on  shipments  of  eggs  unless 
there  are  present  larger  percentages  of 
bad  eggs  than  are  ordinarily  present  in 
recognized  commercial  grades  of  candled 
eggs.  The  department  is  informed  that 
cases  of  eggs  are  not  allowed  to  receive 
even  the  lowest  candled  egg  grades  if  the 


FARM-POULTRY 


April 


cases  contain  more  than  114  dozen,  or  bfc, 
of  bad  eggs." 

I  am  curious  to  know  upon  what  mar- 
ket regulation  the  officials  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  make  the  assertion 
In  the  last  sentence  quoted.  The  para- 
graph is  an  attempt  to  justify  the  arbi- 
trary ruling  as  to  when  a  ca-se  of  eggs 
shall  be  considered  "  adulterated,"  by 
claiming  that  this  ruling  affects  only  lots 
that  are  rated  so  low  in  the  trade  that 
they  have  no  grade  designation. 

1  have  not  at  hand  copies  of  the  regu- 
lations for  trade  in  eggs  for  other  cities, 
but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that 
they  are  more  stringent  than  the  rules  of 
Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  —  which 
provide  grades  for  eggs  where  the  loss  is 
much  more  than  a  dozen  and  a  half  to 
the  case.  The  term  "  candied-eggs,"  as 
used  above,  has  no  particular  significance, 
for  all  eggs  that  go  through  the  usual 
trade  channels  are  candled,  and  some  of 
them  several  times.  The  candling  is  done 
whenever  there  is  occasion  to  determine 
their  condition. 

On  "Fresh  Gathered  Eggs"  the  Boston 
rules  make  five  grades  and  allows  loss  on 
each  as  follows:  Extras,  one-half  dozen 
per  case ;  prime  firsts,  one  dozen  per  case; 
firsts,  two  dozen  per  case;  seconds,  four 
dozen  per  case;  thirds,  six  dozen  per 
case;  and  the  loss  applies  not  case  by 
cese  but  to  the  average  per  case  of  a  lot 
sold. 

On  "Storage  Packed  I^ggs"  the  re- 
(juirements  are  more  rigid,  only  Number 
2  Dirty  Eggs  being  allowed  a  loss  of  more 
than  one  dozen  per  case.  For  that  grade 
the  loss  allowance  is  three  dozen. 

On  "  Kefrigerator  Eggs,"  that  is,  eggs 
that  have  been  held  in  cold  storage,  the 
loss  allowances  on  extras  and  prime  firsts 
is  one  dozen  per  case ;  on  firsts,  two  dozen ; 
on  seconds,  four  dozen. 

The  stricter  requirements  for  storage 
packed  and  refrigerator  eggs  are  made 
because  there  is  less  excuse  for  the  pres- 
ence of  bad  eggs  in  them,  it  being  sup- 
posed that  they  have  recently  been 
candled  by  those  offering  them  for  sale, 
or  that  they  at  least  know  the  condition 
of  their  stock. 

The  fresh  gathered  eggs  are  the  eggs 
sold  as  received,  presumed  to  be  mostly 
fresh,  but  more  or  less  mixed  with  eggs 
held  too  long  by  the  producer  or  the 
country  collector  while  accumulating  for 
shipment.  These  are  the  evils  that  the 
Department  would  like  to  eradicate,  and 
it  is  obviously  to  apply  to  this  class  of 
eggs  that  the  ruling  is  made.  The  inter- 
ference of  the  Department  in  this  trade  in 
this  way  seems  less  excusable  as  a  '  pure 
food  "  measure  because  it  caimot  accom- 
plish its  alleged  purpose  of  protecting  the 
public.  It  has  no  jurisdiction  over  either 
shipments  originating  within  a  state  in 
which  they  are  sold,  or  products  from 
outsiile  which,  after  being  once  passed 
by,  it  may  reach  the  stage  of  deteriora- 
tion at  wliich  it  draws  the  line.  .Vnd  it 
is  al)surd  to  discriminate  between  two  lots 
of  the  same  fooii  ])roduct,  made  up  of 
separable  small  units  according  to  the 
proportion  or  percentage .  of  damaged 
articles  in  cash. 


No  Affectation  About  Piatt 

I  liad  quite  a  jolt  the  other  day  when  I 
ol)served  on  an  envelope  enclosing  a  com- 
munication from  Frank  I,.  Piatt  this 
legend  conspicuously  displayed:  "The 
Ouality  Breeder  of  America." 

It  is  not  clear  whether  Mr.  Piatt  means 
this  to  apply  to  himself  as  a  breeder  of 
I'ed  Sussex  or  in  a  general  comparison 
of  poultry  breeders.  Anyway,  I  wish  the 
A.  P.  A.  Board  of  Censors  would  give  an 
opinion  on  the  case, 


Classified  Advertisements 

Rate  :  15  Cents  a  Line.   No  Ad.  Less  Than  Two  Lines 

The  best  way  for  the  small  advertiser  to  keep  always  be- 
fore the  public  is  to  advertise  regularly  in  this  department 

YEARLY    CASH    IIV    ADVAINCE  ORDERS 

Two  lines,  one  year,  twelve  times,  ^?>M) 
Three    "     "       "        "        "  450 
Four     "     "       "        "        "  (i.m 
Etc.,  etc.    For  each  additional  line  $1  50  per  year. 

START  YOUR  AD.  NOW 

It  does  not  pay  to  hold  back  the  small  ad.  until  trade  begins.  Many 
readers  are  considering  now  where  they  will  buy  a  few  months  later. 


ANCONAS. 


SINGLE  COMB  ANCONAS  — Blue  ribbon 
winners  wherever  shown.   HatchinereKKS  from 
exhibition  pens,  $2.50  per  1.5.       C.  A.  Spooner, 

17  Tweed  St.,  Pawtucljet,  R.  I.  4 


MINORCAS. 


BLACK  Minorca  eergs,  $.3  per  sittlncr;  coelierels. 
R.  Story,  187  Aiiington  Av.,  Biooklyn,  N.  Y.  12-2 

CILAUK-NOnTHUP  Strains  R.  C.  B.  Minor- 
^  cas  lay  lots  of  bier  white  ecrirs.  March  and  April 
eues,  16  per  100:  per  1000.  Chicks.  *I4  per  100. 
Book  onlers  early.    Illustratrd  catalog  free. 

Willow  Brook  Egg  Fai  ni,  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  .5 


LANCSHANS. 


O  pr  OUT  OF  A  POSSIBLE  40  FIRSTS  is 

^  <J  the  1915  record  of  Robinson's  Langshans  at 
Boston,  Weymouth,  N.  Y.  State  Fair,  Brockton, 
Buffalo,  Providence,  N.  Y.  City  and  Philadelphia. 
Write  for  1916  mating  list.  .J.  F.  Robinson, 

Main  Street,  South  Weymouth.  Mass.  tf 


TWO  OR  MORE  VARIETIES^ 

SINGLE  COMB  Reds  and  White  Orpingtons. 
.Selected  stock,  bred  to  lay.   Stock  and  eggs  for 
sale.        E.  W.  Spencer,  South  Windham,  Conn.  5 

EGGS  $2.00  Elegant  niatlngs  English-American 
blood  White,  Butf  and  Dark  Cornish;  Barron- 
Wyckoft  White  Leghorns  200  to  240  egg  strains.  l':ggs 
and  chicks.  Cir.   Rath  Bros.,  Turtle  Creek,  Pa.  4 


WHITE  WYANDOTTES  and  Rocks.  Shape 
and  color  right:  good  head  points:  score  90  to 
96  each;  18  years  winners  at  big  shows:  big  farm 
raised,  heavy  layers  of  bi'own  eggs.  Eggs  $1,  $2  per 
15:  *3,  n  per  45;  $6.  $9  per  100.  Extra  Hne  White 
Wyandotte  cockerels  $2,  $3,  $4,  $5  each. 

C.  E.  Davis,  Warner,  N.  H.  4 


OUR  BROWN  LEGHORNS  again  prove 
Ihelr  high  quality.  Winning  at  Boston  Show 
1916,  1st  Rose  Comb  and  2nd  Single  Comb  cockerels. 
Eggs,  prize  matings  .$3.00;  two  settings  *5.00.  Other 
eggs.  Including  my  ex'-ellent  Buff  PIvmoulh  Rocks, 
$2.00;  three  settengs  $5  OO;  .'56.00  per  100.  Baby  chicks, 
best  12  for  $3  00;  25  for  $5.00;  others,  15c.  each. 
Wi  ite.      Nathan  B.  Hartford,  Boui  nedale,  Mass.  4 

0/~k  EGGS,  $1— Reds,  Rocks,  Wyandottes,  Leg- 
horns:  tfilrty  other  varieties.    Also  pigeons, 
hares,  etc.   List  free.   A.  L.  Bergey,  Telford,  Pa.  6 

  BABY  CHICKS   

BABY  CHICKS.  Barred  and  White  Rocks,  R. 
I.  Reds.  White  Wyandottes,  Brown  and  White 
Leghorns,  S15  per  111(1,   Hi  adv  March  1st. 

Maiii  lK  -^l.  r,  Box  16,  Bristol,  R.  I.  4 

BABY  CHICKS  and  lialching  eggs.  Barred 
Rocks.  R.  I.  Reds.  Whin-  I.i-t;liorns  from  trap- 
nested  layers.  Ir.dlan  Lake  Farm,  Worcester,  Mass. 

P^n^^O  K.  I.  RE!)  and  White  Leghorn  baby 
tjyjyjyj  chicks:  March.  April  and  May  de- 
livery. Geo.  W.  Adams,  Norwich,  Conn.  4 

BABY*  CHICKS-Rose  Comb  Reds.  S.  C.  White 
Orpingtons,  White  Leghorns,  $12  per  100  and 
up.   Quality  and  satisfaction  assured. 

Myron  .1.  .Morse,  East  Berlin,  Conn.  4 

rpHOROUGHBUEl)  Utility  Rock  and  Red 
1     cliicks.  .■?)0  per  100.    Fabel,  Anislon,  Conn.  4 


s 


BANTAMS. 

EBRIGHTS,  Cochins,  (lames,  Japanese,  Brah- 
mas,  Rose  Combs.  I^oilsh.  Circular  2c.  stamp. 
Fenn  Kantam  Yards.  Desk  30,  Delavan.  Wis.  6 

'  GOLDEN  SEBItlGHT  Bantam  eggs,  $1  per 
.1    silling.    L.  D.  Karker,  H.  D.,  Coblcsklll,  N.  Y. 


DUCKS. 


W 


HITE  INDIAN  RIINNER  DirCKS. 

P.  A,  Davis,  R2,  Newton,  N.  U.  4 


WHITE  INDIAN  RUNNER  duck  eggs.  $1 
per  11.  Stock  extra  aeavy  la.vers,  light  feed- 
ers. L.  D.  Karker,  R.  D.,  CoblesHill,  N.  Y,  5 


ROUEN  DUCK   EGGS  fl.rid  per  11.  (Giant 
strata).   U.  L.  Orlswoid,  Woodbury,  Conn.  5 


PHEASANTS. 


%  i  b)>. 


I'OUND  lor  phe.isants.  Easily  raised 
ik  on  l)recdlng,  color  plates.  75c.  ("olored 
•alalog,  2.5c.,  illustrating  4.50  varieties  nllilfowl,  pea- 
fowl, pheasants.  woo<lduck8.  turkeys,  poultry,  t)aii- 
tanis,  junglefowl.  Wholesale  prices.  Kggs.  Ex- 
rhaorcs  made.   V.  Phcasantry,  Poughkeepsle.  N.  Y. 


PIGEONS. 

,"rC.  A  FAIR  mated  .Jumbo  Homers.  No  bet- 
tJ  tei'.  Fancy  pigeons:  wholesale  prices.  Car- 
neaux.  $1.65  pair.  Peafowl:  rabbits.  Colored  catalog 
2.5c.  Exchanges.   Fcrd  Sudow,  Poughkcepsle,  N.  Y. 


8 


GUINEAS 


FARMS. 


C 


1ALIFORNIA— Little  suburban  farms  for  sale: 
'  Terms.   Write.   E.  R.  Walte,  Shawnee,  Okla.  4 


FOR  SALE. 

rNCUB.VTORSand  brooders— 3-360  Cyphers  in- 
cubators, 360  .Model,  600  Monarch.  10  brooders,  .'.O 
—7.5  capacity.  Meadow  Brook  Farm,  MedBeid,  Mass. 

WANTED^ 

"\  FAN.  31,  taking  practical  winter  course  in  poul- 
-IM.  try  and  fruit  at  Mass.  Agricultural  College, 
wants  position  on  poultry  farm.  Will  start  with  low 
wages,  but  wishes  to  know  what  to  expert  later  if 
satisfactory.    Address  M.  A.  C,  care  Farm-Poultry. 


"V7"OUNG  MAN,  a  I,  strlc'ly  temperate  and  gooil 
-L     worker  would  like  to  secure  |)osition  on  large 
poultry  farm:  would  expect  at  least  $30  per  month; 
has  some  knowledge  of  the  business. 

Address  P.  E.  R.,  care  of  Farm-Poultry.  4 


PRINTING. 


HIGHEST  Muality  printing  at  reasonable  prices. 
Best  cuts  used.  Samples  free.  Special  intro- 
ductoi  y  oflfers.  lOO  noteheads  and  100  envelopes  for 
$1,  postpaid:  .500  cards,  $1. 

Tabor  Printing  Co.,  Longnieadow,  Mass.  3 

CARDS  .'iOf.  6.x9  circulars  $1.2.5,  postpaid. 
Write  wants.  Poultry  News,  Newark,  N.  J .  1 


100 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

LICE  WILL  NOT  LIVE  on  Hens,  Horses  or 
Cattle  treated  with  Konemah  Specific  No  1. 
One  dose  Internally,  on  dusting.  50?  per  bottle. 

Konemah  Poultry  Yards,  Norwich,  Conn.  4 

PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 

GOOD    WHITE    ROCKS.     Day-old  chicks 
$15.00  per  100;  Eggs  $6.00  per  100;  $1.50  per  15. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed. 

.1.  A.  Otis,  Brldgewater  Mass.  5 


w 


HITE  PLYMOUTH  ROCK  eggs  tor 
hatching  $1.50  per  15.  p:xtra  tine  stock. 
Hansen  &  Jensen,  Fisher's  Island,  N.  Y.  5 


WHITE  PLVNOUTH   ROCKS.  Hatching 
eggs  from  strong  vigorous  stock  $6.00  per  100: 
Chicks  $15  per  100.   Daniel  Hayes,  Clarendon,  Vt  5 


VrOYES  BUFF  ROCKS  win  this  season  First 
.1^^  Pullet  (shape,  color)  Urand  Central  Palace. 
Third  Hen,  Third  Pullet  Boston.  Seconil  Cockerel 
(class  ITK  Second  Pullet  (class  19)  Worcester  N.  E. 
District  Meet:  also  state  cup.  Best  eggs  $3  per  sit- 
ting.   Mating  list. 

Thamesvlew  Farm,  Box  273,  New  London,  Conn,  tf 


s 


ILVER  PENCILED  PLYMOUTH  Rocks. 

B.  P.  Crocker,  Foxboro,  Mass.  5 


WYANDOTTES. 


BO.STON  WINNING  Buff  Wyandottes.  Can  I 
help  you  to  winners  or  breeders?  .Sewcll  Cir. 
Dr.  N.  W.  Sanborn,  324  South  Road,  Holden,  Mass. 

tXTHITE  WV.VNDOTTES.   A  few  cocks  and 
T  T    cockerels  $3  uf).    Eggs  $.3  per  15.    Baby  chirks 
30C  each.  S.  L.  Marshall,  Box  133,  Port  Chester,  N.  Y. 

MY  WHITE  WYANDOTTES  are  the  best 
business  fowl:  1  can  prove  It.  Send  for  cir- 
cular and  read  what  the  big  three— .imlgesOlasgow, 
Graham,  and  Fletcher- think  of  them.  Look  at  the 
pictures  of  the  prize  winners  and  judge  for  your- 
self.  Oeo.  H.  Pollard,  Box  .30,  Greenbush,  Mass.  4 

WYANDOTTE  BREEDERS!  We  offer  Bar- 
ron White  Wyandotte  cockerels  from  best  pen 
exported  by  Barron,  $5.IKI  each.  Kee  pedigree 
furnished.         •  Pciisley,  Cheshire.  Conn.  5 

BRED  TO  LAV  Regal  Dorcas  line  White  Wyan- 
dottes. Rare  opportunity,  offer  practically 
etdlre  breeding  stuck,  cocks,  hens,  cockerels,  pul- 
lets to  reduce  plant  on  account  of  other  business. 
Single  birds  $2.00  up;  Trios  $5.00  up;  Pens  $10.(;0  up: 
Hatching  eggs  75',',  fertility  guaranteed  $1  (K)  per  15: 
$3.00  per  W);  $5..5y  per  100. 

Edelweiss  Poultry  Farm,  Sayvllle,  N.  Y.  4 

WHITE  Wyandottes,  Regal  anil  our  own  strain. 
i  ;ggs  $1..50  per  15;  $6  per  lOf).  Chicks  $15  per  1110. 
Circular.       Robt.  Richmond.  K  5,  Windsor,  Vt.  5 

WHITE  WV.\NDOTTES-llie  kind  that  pay. 
Ilarker's  old  reliable  heavy  laying  strain:  iS 
years  breeding.    A  few  cockerels  at  $3.  l-^ggs,  $2  per 
18;  $10  per  100.    i.iuallty  chlx.  the  kinil  that  live,  25c. 
Edw.  F.  Barker.  South  Weymouth,  Mass.  4 


w 


ORPINGTONS. 

HITE  Orpingtons,  Owen  Farms  str.iin.  F^ggs 
$2  per  15.  E.  K.  Lackmann,  Plymouth,  Conn.  4 


JARGE,  White,  handsome.  Grand  all  purpose 
-i  breed.  Few  choice  eggs  $2.00  per  J6.  No  chicks. 
No  trash.        Batchelder,  North  Haverhill.  N.  H.  4 


HITE  Orpington  eggs  (Owen  strain)  $2 settlni; 
$10  per  100.   Trouvllle  Farm,  Skillnian,  N.  J.  6 


w 


PEARL  Guinea  eggs.  15— $1.  Carneaux  pigeons 
$1.25  pair.     Theo.  Pearson,  Madison,  N^.  H.  4 


BUFF  ORPINGTONS— winners  at  best  shows 
in  state.   Good  breeders.   ¥.gKB,  $3  per  15;  $5 
per  30.  .Joshua  Shutc,  Merlden,  Conn.  5 
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POULTRY  BOOKS 

By  JOHN  H.  ROBINSON 

'  Untiuestiortably  Mi*.  Robinson  has  written  the  best  books 
f>i*otiuGed  In  Aniefioa  to  date  On  gihactiGaH  pOUltpy  subt 
jects."*  Reliable  Poulti*y  Journal. 

t^ntgl^t*\g  ^  ti  fStwt  lioblnROn's  flrat  book  inai  bbtciln  In  th6  Bummer  of  1897 

■  jr  «■■■       .,,,,1  ,^(48  pitbUslied  In  November,  iHUS.    Its  aim  was  to  tneBt 

tin;  ili'Miiirul  foi-  a  book  that  would  elvt?  one  Interested  In  the  subject  an  InlclheeDl  unllerstantllne  of 
Its  possibilities  anil  a  comprehi  nslve  idea  of  methods  of  proiluctloii.  and  i^hlch  rtould  give  the  be- 
Kltiiilr  dotalli'd  Infoiniatlon  as  to  "What  to  do,  and  ho*  to  dO  It."  Willten  while  the  edncatiohal 
poulti  y  movement  Was  In  the  liirliilelit  stace,  this  book  — as  the  title  page  announceil  —  was  dcBlKhfed 
to  bt'  a  text-hook  for  |>oiiltl'y  k^'epei's  rattier  than  for  students  In  classes.  The  arrangement  abd 
treatment  of  the  subject  Were  adapted  to  the  tndlrldilal  toaehlne  himself  wltli  lionle  practice.  The 
l)()ok  Was,  however,  e.^teiislvety  used  aa  a  class  text-ltook,  and  Is  stilt  so  used  by  many  InstiuctOri; 
who  prefer  a  ihore  elehlentary  book  tlian  the  autlior's  "  I'rtnclples  and  Pracllfe  of  Poultry  Cuttttre." 

"  PouLTUY-CIiArT  "  Is  emphatically  \  i'oultRymaJi's  iioOK  FOh  •'oultKy  kkkpkHs.  ISefore  beeln- 
ntntr  It  the  author-  had  had  seven  veai"s  experience  In  commercial  poultry  keeping,  anil  he  did  not 
take  up  poultry  louj  iiallsm  as  ,i  proressloii  until  after  he  had  completed  tids  book.  It  is  the  proiluct 
of  a  worklnsr  poult l  ynian  who  was  a  student  of  eVery  phase  of  Ills  Work.  For  those  who  want  to  learn 
Willi  the  least  elTiirl  what  thev  need  oiilv  tor  tlieir  own  practice  It  Is  still  the  most  satisfactory  book, 
paiires:  i»4  illiiKtratiiHis.    I'rire  $l..->0. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Poultry  Culture 

This  liiiok  was  wi  lllen  primarily  as  a  text-book  for  agricultural  colleges,  hut  with  the  Idea  of  making 
It  apprciprlate  also  for  general  readers  rei|uliing  a  thorough  treatise  on  the  subject.  Mr.  Itobinson 
undertook  the  work  of  writing  it  most  reluctantly  after  he  had  for  several  years  urged  various  In- 
structors to  prepare  a  text  tjook  on  lines  better  adapted  to  their  work  than  his  "  Poultry-Craft."  As 
none  of  the  Instructors  acted  upon  the  suggestion,  and  the  use  of  "  Poultry  Craft  "  by  students  was 
increasing,  he  made  arrangements  with  Oinn  anil  Company  to  publish  such  a  book  as  he  would  wish 
to  have  taken  as  his  contribution  to  higher  education  in  this  subject. 

"  Principlks  and  Praotick  ok  Poultry  Culturk.  "  was  commenced  In  1007  and  published  .Jan- 
uary, lur.'.  Tlie  author  spared  no  i)ainB  to  make  it  as  concise  and  i  ciin|ilete  as  possible,  anil  to  secure 
the  most  careful  accurticy  In  every  statement.  After  the  book  appeared,  one  reviewer  said  of  It; 
'  Although  It  extends  to  611  paecs  there  Is  scarcely  an  unnecessar  y  paragraiili."  Had  this  reviewer 
Ijeen  fandllai'  with  book-making  he  would  no  doubt  have  detected  tliat  the  few  paragr  aphs  unnecessary 
to  tlie  tieatment  were  necessary  to  the  books  of  a  i)age  broken  by  illustrations,  or  of  a  page  at  the 
end  of  a  chapter*.  The  educators  received  it  with  such  words  as  these:  "  Incompar"ably  better"  than 
any  previous  fK)ultry  book  for  the  student."  "  ICxactly  tlie  sort  of  book  we  have  all  been  looking  for." 
"The  first  book  on  t)oultry  that  I  have  ever  seen  that  seems  to  me  a  satisfactory  te.\t."  "'I'lie  best 
thing  yet,  being  authentic  and  up  to  date  from  a  r>ractlca!  as  well  as  froiii  a  scientific  standpoint," 
etc.,  etc.  Tlie  tiook  is  elabor  ately  iiiiistrated,  having  570  half-tones  and  dr  awings,  comprising  the  most 
interesting  and  Instructive  series  of  Illustrations  of  pouiti'y  ever  brought  together.   Price  $3.50. 

^JtJIg*  ^JoittG^tiC  ^Sirtl^  presents  the  first  complete  statement  of  the  rudi- 
m^mm  m9  riients  of  aviculture  for  boys  and  girls.  It  teaches 
tlu-  tliirii.'s  lhal  iM-i  yoiic  iiimht  to  krinw  about  poultry,  pigeons,  and  cage  bli'ds.  Pai'ticular  attention  is 
given  to  llie  varieties  of  birds  and  to  methods  of  management  best  suited  to  young  beginners.  It  la 
a  book  tliat  Is  read  with  interest  by  all  young  peojiie  whether  engaged  In  kei'ping  poultry  or  simply 
reading  for'  inforriiatlon.    ,'527  im^es;  'i'.id  illustrations.    Price,  $1., '$.'>. 

Common-Sense  Poultry  Doctor  llZt^^J^^^X^^Z 

ordinary  poultry  keerier  who  has  to  diagnose  diseases  iu  his  lli>i-k  leu-  himself,  and  apply  simple 
remedies.  In  his  early  commer  cial  poultr  y  keeping  days  the  autlior  gave  a  great  deal  ot  attention  to 
treating  sli  k  poultry,  and  had  marked  success  with  many  severe  cases.  Like  most  practical  men, 
however,  he  soon  discontinued  "doctoring,"  except  for  cases  where  a  few  simple  tieatriients  are 
effective,  some  .vears  later  when  he  became  editor  of  FARM-Poui/rRY  he  had  to  give  a  good  deal  of 
attention  to  tills  suliject  in  order  to  advise  subscribers  having  sick  birds.  "  The  Common-Sense 
I'oiiitry  Doctor"  treats  the  subject  along  the  lines  which  this  experience  showed  him  are  most  help- 
ful to  poultry  keepers.  While  most  emphasis  is  placed  upon  the  simple  r  emedies  most  easily  applied, 
those  leiiulred  for  tieatment  of  serious  cases  are  also  given.    1  7<>  imges.   Price  50  cents. 

OmtnSlt%a*c   OM##  Om»a4£»fa     ^  hand-book  especially  for  those  producing  table 

rn/«*0«?»  a  poultry  for  the  eastern  city  markets.  It  treats  lis 
special  sul>Ji'cts  more  eiaboi-ately  than  tliey  can  be  tr*eated  In  a  gener-al  woi-k  on  pouttr'y  culture 
!•<!  paites;  '.JO  illustration.    Price  ;t't  cents. 

tA/Sm§4g%»*    FnnV     ^  monograph  on  the  subject  of  most  inter  est  to  the  greatest  number  of 
^5»"*      poultry  keepers.   Tliose  who  want  to  concentrate  their  efforts  on  winter 
egg  production  will  find  this  little  book  In  which  ail  points  bearing  on  the  8ub.iect  arc  brought 
together  without  refer  ence  to  their  other  relations,  very  serviceable.   48  paces.   Price  15  cents 


The  above  books  constitute  Mr.  Robinson's  contribution  to  date  to  iiernianent  poultry  llteratuie. 
"First  Lessons  in  Poultry  Keepirrg  "  is  not  Included  in  the  list  because  it  is  not  a  "book"  In  the 
true  sense,  but  a  collection  of  articles  ot  varying  quality.  Only  a  limited  number  of  copies  of  the 
first  series  are  on  hand,  and  It  will  not  be  republished. 

No  Poultry  Keeper  Can  Afford  to  Be 
Without  the  Books  by  John  H.  Robinson 
That  Suit  His  Need. 

HAVE  YOU  COT  YOURS? 

We  Will  Send  You  Any  in  the  Above  List, 
Postage   Prepaid,  at  the   Price  Stated. 

FARM-POULTRY  PUBLISHING  CO.,  39  Sudbury  St,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


ORPINGTONS 

A VIGOROUS  nifSlNKSH  tlock  of  3.  C.  Ruft 
Orpingtons.    Breeders  det'ended  front  hens 
that  laid  early  and  moulted  late.   K.ggs  for  hatching 
♦  l,29  for  1ft  eggsl  $.1  .'ill  for  .50  eggs. 
Cherry  Meadow  Farm,  Fr  aniillgllam  (lentl  e.  Mass.  i 

HLtJK  &  BUli'F  ORPINOTON  egSs  »3  ahd 
Ifl  per  si'tilng.    first  prize  Winners  MadlsoM 
Siiuare  (larden  ahd  Uoslon     Mating  list  free. 

M.  K.  Chains.  Box  Iin.-),  Plalslow,  K.  II.  t 


RHODE  ISLAND  RKDS. 

IV  VOII  ^VANT  to  bred  Keds  that  are  red  to 
the  sUln,  are  hon-fadliip,  are  bred  to  the 
Rtahdarrl  rei|ulr-ements,  and  bred  lo  lay,  t  have 
eegs,  11. '25  per  l.i;  W.IK)  per  1110.  Ilabv  chicks,  1.5c. 
each,      Willis  A.  Slate,  Houth  Windham,  Conn.  4 

S1NGI>K  COiMH  lied  eggs  for- hatching.  Wlhru-is 
at  VerruonI  and  New  Ilampslrll  e's  leiullhg  shoWs. 
an  eggs*fl.  C'llcular.  A.  .J.  Uenshlore,  Lebanon.  N.ll. 

BKKn-T(>-I,AV  S,  C.  ItedR.  Selected  eggs  frohi 
high  pr  oducing  stock  $'i.llU  [ler  3lli  J.'i.UO  per  100. 
Bilrdlck  I'oultr-y  l''arm,  llockvllle,  H.  1.  6 

BIMOND'K  .»ITUAIN  n.  ('.  Ithode  Island  Reds 
Win  at  Dig  Boton  Show  liiKi,  1st  and  Sth  Cock, 
3rd  puileti  ahd  shape  specials  on  male  bird.    t.  W. 
Mean,  Judge.    Big  Winter  layers.   Send  for  catalog, 
.1.  S.  DImond,  Franklin,  N.  H.  tt 

MAHOGANY  SI  It  AIN  S.      Keds  only.  All 
fall  laying  hens  resei'ved  as  breedi»rs.  titilitv 
eggs  »1 .25  per  15;  83  50  per  50;  *G  (Kl  rier  100. 

C.  I^uackenbush,  Uarlen,  Conn.  1—17 

KOSIC  COMB  KKI»S.  lieanstraln.  Free  range 
iteils:  excellent  color  artd  type.  Heavy  layers, 
Kggs  tMKI  per  1.5;  $:j.S()  per  30;  *H.I«)  per  100.  No 
poor-  matlngs.  Br  ed  for  vigor,  eggs,  color ,  size  and 
type.  Theo.  Pearson,  Madison,  N.  H.  4 

I.j''G<;S;—  S.  <;.  Iteds,  VIbest  trapnested  blood  in 
J   all  pens.    Low  p  Ices. 
Wickaliog  Poultry  Yard,  West  lirookfleld,  Mass.  5 

1>II'Kll'.S  KHOOK  ISLAM)  KKUS.  240  egg 
strain;  both  combs;  krrown  the  woild  over  I'.l 
years  as  iiest  winter  layers  of  large  browtr  eggs. 
CiickHrels,  herrs,  pullets,  ^.5.00,  *;!  00,  !|;2  110  and  J1..50; 
K.:gs  for  hatching. 

Bay  V  iew  Farm,  Noitli  Il  iven,  .Me.  4 

I>II.L  TAFT  strain  direct.  Rose  Comb  Keds. 
>    Setting,  $2.   P.  B.  Ciandall,  Klverdale.  Md.  4 

KO.SK  AND  .SINGLE  COMB  Rhode  Island 
Red  eggs  for  hatching;  good  layers,  $1.25  per 
15.  Fancy  selected  eggs,  *3  per  15. 

.John  Lund,  Albion,  K.  I.  4 


RHODE  ISLAND  WHITES. 

He.  KliOOl':  I.SL.\NI>  WHITK  egg  from 
•     F:xcel8lor  and  Peerless  strains  $2.00  per  15. 

A.  K.  Phlpps,  llolllston,  Mass.  4 

ffCiGS  FOR  HATCHINCi.    Send  for  mating 
list.  A.  L.  Anderson,  Windham,  N.  H.  5 


KI  WHITKS  — the  best  paying  br  eed  today 
•    for  eggs  or  meat,  $2  per  15  eggs. 

L.  A.  Babbitt,  K.  1,  Taunton,  Mass.  4 


SUSSEX 

NH.  forenrost  breederRed  Sussex.  Egg  prices 
•  will  Interest  you.  L.  K.  Brlggs,  Kpping,  N.  H. 


CAMPINES. 

1>RIZK  winning  Cloldeir  Camplnes.  Stock  and 
eggs.   V.  L.  llayward,  W.  Biiilgewater,  Mass. 


LIGHT  BRAHMAS. 


TIGHT  llRAIIi>IAS-Large.  vigorous,  Sland- 
J  ar'd  br-ed,  e\<'elli'nt  winter  laying  l^ind.  My  stock 
is  best  oblalnable.  Kggs,  *2  per  sit ;  J»l  per  100;  75% 
fertility  guar.       L.  L  I'nangst,  Hingham,  Mass.  4 

]I<;HT  HRAHMA.S  tlmt  honor  the  breed, 
-i  World's  best  blood  Winners  at  .'Vladison  Si|., 
Boston,  and  down  the  line.  Large,  vigorous,  free 
rang«  cockerels  at  utility  pr  ices.  $10  down.  Kggs. 
Circular.  Kll  Ives  i  ollins.  Br anford.  Conn.  4 


DOMINIQUES. 

DR.  HAKWOOI).   Malorre,   N.  Y.  American 
Domirili|ues,   Buff,  Columbian  Wyandottes, 
Lt.  Brahmas.   Fine  stock.   Kggs  for  hatching.  Cir, 


FAVEROLLES. 


UAL.MON  FAVKROLLKS.  Boston  wlnnerB. 
O  Biittonwood  Poultry  Yards.  So.  Swansea,  Mass.  4 


LEGHORNS. 

S*;.  RI.'FF  LK<;H0RNN,  layers  and  witrners 
•  at  Palace  anb  (iarden.  Kggs  13  per  15;  *5  per  .311. 
(ilenwood  Poirltry  Yai'ds,  Kidherfoi-d,  N.  .1.  1 

^    C.  HFFF  Leghorns;  best  nrrallty:  low  prices. 
Satlsfactioir  guar.    C.  I.  Davis,  Walerville,  Me. 

(iOLU.'»IHI.-\N  and  Red  Pyle  Leghorn  eggs  for 
setting.    Prof.  .lohn  Kvarrs,  Cranston,  R.  I.  I 


U  C.  WHITF,  I.KGIKIRN  Hatching  Eggs.-No 
lO«  foreign  lilood.-Kggs  selected  for  color  size 
and  shape.— Breeders  selected  for  vigor,  prolificacy 
and  standard  points.—  Fertility  and  satisfaction 
giiararUeed.—  Folder  on  reipiest. 

.1.  Wehr-ell,    Uo-Ho-Kus,  N.  .1.  5 

L|TII,ITV  Leghorn  Breeders:  White  Leghorn 
I  cocks  and  c'k'Is.JSeach.  America's  best  laying 
strain,  as  pi-oved  by  Iriternatiotral  ligg  Laying  IJori- 
tests.  Particulars  fur  nished.    Peasley,  Cheshire,  Ct. 

\''Oi:N<i  -  FKRRIS  STRAINS  .S,  ('.  While 
Leghorns.  Br-eedcr-s  selei-ted  yearllrrg  hens 
;ind  pr-lzi-  <'o<*ks  and  cockerels.  Hatching  eggs  a 
speclaltv.  March  and  Api-il  eggs,  $5  per  101);  $40  per 
liKH);  cliicks.  $12  per  UN).  Illustrated  catarog  free. 
Flook  orders  early. 

Willow  Brook  Kgg  Farm.  West  Berne,  N.  Y.  5 

C    C.  WHITK  LEGHORN  eggs  for  hatching, 
$4  per  101);  as  good  as  the  best. 

Myron  J.  Morse,  East  Berlin,  Coan.  4 


EC.   IIROWN   LEGRORNS  —  Winners  at 
•  Boston,  Palace,  Brockton;  great  egg  strain. 
Stock  and  eggs  for  sale.    Brush  A  Son,  Milton.  \'t.  4 

SC.  BIFF  LKGIIORN.S.  Winners  at  Spring 
•    field.    A  1  iavers.    Kggs  $I..50  to  $5  00  per  1.5. 
.1.  H.  Wbltconib,  16S  Allen  St..  Springfield,  .Mass.  4 


Ready  Built  Poultry  Houses  Sold 
at  Retail  Price  of  Materials 

How  the  li.  C.  Youtlg  Conlparty  Is 
Able  to  do  This 

For  some  years  past  the  K.  C.  Vounj; 
Co.,  of  Tfandolph,  Mass.,  has  been  selhtig 
carefully  planned  and  constructed  port- 
able poultry  liouses  and  equipment  at 
astonishing  low  prices.  Many  buyers 
state  that  they  can  purchase  these  ^'oung 
houses  at  prices  as  low  or  lower  than  they 
would  have  to  pay  for  the  material  alone 
if  the  latter  were  purchased  lotially  at 
retail  rates.  When  one  considers  the 
great  saving  in  labor  and  the  advantage 
of  having  buildings  which  can  be  easily 
and  qui(;kly  taken  down  and  eretited  in  a 
new  location,  it  is  not  dilli'-ult  to  under- 
stand why  this  progressive  concern  has 
been  favored  with  such  an  enormous 
business. 

A  visit  to  the  Young  factory  will  prove 
to  be  an  eye-opener  to  those  who  do  not 
understand  the  economies  that  may  be 
ell'ected  through  specialization  and  elli- 
cient  factory  management.  And  it  will 
explain  why  this  firm  can  make  such  low 
prices  nn  ))ortable  buildings  and  poultry 
appliances  while  in  no  manner  sacrificing 
high  quality  of  material  and  workman- 
ship. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  ^'oung  is  a 
shrewd  buyer  of  materials.  For  many 
years  before  he  began  building  poultry 
iiouses  he  was  in  the  lumber  trade.  He 
knows  lumber  thoroughly.  Knows  what 
is  best  for  each  jiurpoKe  and  where  to 
purchase  it  to  best  advantage.  Since  he 
buys  such  huge  quantities  he  is  able  to 
make  contracts  at  prices  which  simply 
paraly/e  the  man  who  is  accustomed  to 
going  to  a  retail  lumber  yard  to  secure 
building  materials.  And  the  same  applies 
to  the  nails,  hinges,  and  other  hardware, 
the  wire  netting,  the  roofing  material, 
etc. ,  which  are  needed  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Young  line.  This  is  the  first 
big  saving.  The  second  is  found  in  fac- 
tory equipment  and  management. 

The  arriving  cars  of  lumber  are  set  on 
a  switch  adjoining  the  Young  fatitory  and 
unloaded  directly  upon  the  saw  tables, 
where  gangs  of  saws  cut  the  lumber  up 
into  standard  lengths.  From  here  it 
passes  into  the  assembling  room  where 
the  ends,  sides,  floors,  etc.,  of  the  houses 
are  put  together.  In  another  section  of 
the  factory  the  doors,  curtain  frames, 
nests,  and  other  smaller  parts  are  con- 
structed. F^ach  house  is  then  packed  in 
knock-down  form  and  is  passed  out  to 
waiting  freight  t^ars  standing  at  another 
door. 

It  is  astonishing  to  see  how  rapidly  this 
work  is  done,  how  many  complete  houses 
are  built  each  day.  The  single  word 
"  efficiency "  explains  it  all.  Nailing 
machines  which  drive  a  dozen  nails  at 
one  time  save  time  and  labor.  All  nailing 
is  done  on  iron  plates  which  clinch  the 
nails  as  they  are  driven,  (lireat  clamps 
draw  tightly  together  the  boards  forming 
each  section  of  the  house,  making  closer 
joints  than  could  be  secured  by  the  usual 
method  and  in  a  fraction  of  the  time. 

I'^verywliere  is  found  evidence  of  far- 
sighted  management  to  reduce  costs  to 
the  lowest  limit.  And  the  results  are 
shown  in  the  marvelously  low  prices  at 
which  tiie  entire  ^'oung  line  is  sild. 

.Vny  poultryman  who  is  contemplating 
building  or  buying  poultry  houses,  brooil 
coops,  or  any  equipment  commonly  used 
in  these,  should  write  the  Iv  C.  Young 
Oo.,  Depot  St.,  Kan(folph,  Mass.,  for  a 
free  catalog.  This  contains  pictures  and 
descriptions  of  many  types  of  buildings 
and  will  be  found  most  convenient  for 
reference. 

Harvard  Reds  Mating  List 

I.  W.  Bean  is  sending  out  a  Mating 
List  of  his  .*<ingle  and  Hose  ("oinb  Rhode 
Island  Keds  elegantly  illustrated  with 
pictures  of  recent  winning  Harvard  Keds, 
and  describing  the  combinations  he  has 
made  this  year  to  pi-odiice  the  greatest 
possilile  percentage  of  the  blue  ril)f)on 
kind.    Write  for  it,  addressing  him  at 

t  ['otid  St    South  I'raintree,  Mass. 

EGGS  FOR  HATCHING 

Pure  br-cd  and  heavy  winter-  layer's  insuring  thi- 
very  best  of  stork  fr-om  Vlbert  strain,  with  an  av- 
erage better  than  '200  eggs  a  year. 

Prices  for  llateliiiiu;  EeiTS,  $10  i>er  1(»(» 

from   my  lle.-t^  lest  l;i.\<-rs,    $T   |>4'r  100 

troiii  m>  iievt  best  pen. 

i::il>.\  Clii  V.  $  I  .S  per  I  0(l  .-iird  if  1 .5  per  I  00 

HAROLD  E.  WINKLER, 

Sibley  Ave..    West  Springfield,  Mass. 


Show  and  Utility  Quality 
Combined 

,1.  S.  Dimond,  Franklin,  N.  H.,  has 
been  breeding  K  i;hode  Islanrl  lieds 
for  eleven  years  with  e<|ual  attention  to 
exhibition  quality  and  egg  production. 
His  Reds  win  their  share  of  the  prizes  in 
the  hot  Red  classes  at  Boston,  and  their 
eggs  win  in  the  utility  section  of  this 
great  show.  Write  him  for  his  illustrated 
l!Mti  catalog. 


Hayward's  White  Rocks 

W.  F.  llayward,  of  Westboro,  Mass., 
fiad  l)een  breeding  \V'hite  I'lymouth 
Rocks  for  many  years  before  he  began  to 
exhibit  and  win  at  lioston.  While  not 
indifl'erenl  to  the  honors  and  gains  of 
winning,  .Mr.  llayward  is  one  of  those 
who  jireferred  to  stay  out  of  the  show 
room  until  he  had  produced  on  his  own 
farm  a  line-bred  stock  that  he  knew  thor- 
oughly and  could  rely  upon  to  win  regu- 
larly and  from  which  he  could  sell  good 
birds  freely  without  robbing  liimself. 
His  new  mating  list  describes  his  stock 
without  exaggeration,  and  contains  un- 
retouched  illustrations  of  five  of  the  birds 
that  won  at  the  last  Boston  Show. 


"  Who's  Looney  Now?  " 

In  an  article  entitled,  "  The  Real  Poul- 
try Cranks,"  in  our  .fune,  issue,  I 
told  something  of  crazy  contributors  I 
had  met.  The  li.st  did  not  include  any 
poultry  editors,  for  I  knew  of  none  that 
appeared  to  me  mentally  irresponsible, 
though  I  could  mention  some  who  seemed 
to  me  to  think  very  highly  of  contribii- 
tions  which  seemed  to  me  to  show  on 
their  face  that  the  writers  were  "  not  all 
there."  It  would  appear,  however,  that 
certain  of  the  fraternity  do  not  agree  with 
me  as  to  the  mental  state  of  certain 
others.  In  the  "open  letter"  to  members 
of  the  American  Poultry  Ass'n,  to  which 
some  reference  was  made  last  month, 
P.  T.  Woods,  "  managing  editor  "  of  the 
American  Poultry  Jourmd,  attacking  (Jrant 
M.  Curtis,  (ditor  of  the  lididhli;  Poultry 
Journal  and  the  Atnerican  Poultrij  World, 
refers  to  the  said  (J.  M.  C.'s  "silly,  par- 
anoic *  •  *  proceedings,"  and  calls  on 
members  to  put  a  stop  to  them  "  in  be- 
half of  reason  and  sanity." 

In  commenting  in  the  R.  P.  J.  upon 
Woods'  attack,  Curtis  describes  it  as  "a 
crazy-house  criticism,"  and  alludes  to 
Woods  as  "the  Dr.  (Jook  of  the  open- 
front  hen  house." 

If  I  were  real  clever,  I  might  have 
thought  of  that  last  sobriquet  when  the 
question  of  Woods'  status  as  a  discoverer 
was  under  discussion  about  a  year^ago. 
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MAKING  PRICES  BY  MACHINE 

LOX(i  ago,  when  the  score  card  was 
almost  exclusively  used  at  American 
poultry  shows,  eflorts  were  fre- 
quently made  to  establish  a  scale  of  prices 
for  each  breed  or  variety  based  upon  score 
card  values.  The  argument  for  this  usu- 
ally began  with  a  recital  of  the  fact  that 
the  prices  of  birds  usually  were  governed 
more  by  the  reputation  of  the  breeder 
than  by  the  actual  quality  of  the  bird. 
This,  it  was  argued,  was  all  wrong.  What 
was  the  Standard  for,  anyway,  but  to 
provide  a  method  of  ascertaining  "just 
what  birds  were  worth  regardless  of  own- 
ership? 

The  hole  in  that  argument  is  that  the 
actual  ijuality  of  an  article  is  only  one  of 
several  factors  entering  into  its  value  at 
any  time  and  |)lace.  Because  fresh  west- 
ern eggs  are  worth  ooc.  a  dozen  in  New 
York  or  Boston,  it  does  not  follow  that 
they  are  worth  3oc.  in  South  Bend,  Ind., 
or  Cedar  Rapids,  la.  On  the  contrary, 
when  eggs  (fresh  western)  are  worth  ."oc. 
in  these  eastern  cities,  it  follows,  as  a 
rule,  that  they  are  worth  as  much  less  at 
the  point  of  i)rodnclion  as  it  costs  to 
transport  them  in  the  usual  course  of 
trade  to  the  eastern  market.  Just  so 
with  high  class  stock,  but  in  this  case  it . 
is  not  (lislances  that  makes  the  dfTerences 
but  the  cost  of  making  a  reputation  —  of 
making  the  necessary  winnings  and  giv- 
ing due  publicity  to  them. 

These  rnminalions  are  a  result  of  find- 
ing in  the  March  Rdiahle  PouHnj  Journal 
an  article  by  C.  T.  Patterson,  on  "  How 
Much  is  a  Standard  Bred  Egg  Record 
Bird  Really  Worth,"  presentinga  "chart" 
with  a  clever  plan  for  measuring  money 
values  of  fowls  and  eggs,  taking  into  con- 
sideration both  the  score  and  the  egg 
record.  ;\Ir.  Patterson  begins  his  article 
in  the  old  familiar  way,  though  he  seems 
not  to  feel  fcure  of  his  impressions  of  the 
situation.  He  says  that  after  years  of 
observation  he  sometimes  thinks  that 
prices  are  determined  more  by  the  seller's 
reputation  than  according  to  quality.  He 
has  also  observed  that  stock  inferior  to 
the  birds  with  which  a  breeder  won  at  a 
show  is  sometimes  sold  by  advertising 
the  winnings,  and  he  is  disposed  to  regard 
this  as  an  evil  which  can  be  remedied  by 
a  suitable  rule  for  measuring  values  ac- 
cording to  (juality  and  performance. 

His  plan  is  to  use  a  series  of  lines  rep- 
resenting the  score,  taking  the  whole 
numbers  from  SH  to  !t5  inclusive,  and  a 
similar  series  of  intersecting  lines  rejire- 
eenting  egg  records  for  six  months,  from 
fiO  to  loO  inclusive  —  while  another  series 
of  intersecting  lines  represents  money 
values  He  begins  with  as  the  value 
of  a  white  male  with  a  score  of  00,  from 
a  jien  with  a  re(;oi(l  of  (in  eggs  in  six 
months,  and  goes  up  to  ?40,  as  the  value 
of  a  95  point  male  from  a  hen  with  a 
record  of  loO  eggs  in  six  months.  Ten 
eggs  did'erence  in  the  egg  record  is  re- 
garded as  making  the  same  dill'erence  in 
money  value  as  one  point  in  the  score. 
A  male  of  any  grade  is  assumed  to  be 
worth  four  times  as  much  as  a  female, 
and  fifteen  eggs  to  be  worth  the  same  as 
female  of  the  grade  from  which  they 
come.  Black,  bufl'  and  parti- colored 
Vjirds  are  to  Ijc  valued  on  the  assumption 
that  if  a  white  bird  that  scores  'JO  is  worth 
a  given  price,  a  black  bird  scoring  S!»3-<, 
a  bull'  l)ird  scoring  Si),  and  a  parti-colored 
bird  scoring  ss  are  of  tliat  same  value. 
It  is  suggested  that  if  the  standard  of 
price  given  here  is  not  right,  any  other 
that  seems  appropriate  may  be  taken. 

It  is  a  very  ingenious  exercise.  As 
demonstrated  on  ])aper  by  a  few  appro- 
priate cases  it  must  look  goo<l  to  those 
who  accept  the  various  assumptions  upon 
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which  it  rests.  As  stated,  these  seem 
quite  reasonable.  But  as  soon  as  you 
begin  to  apply  the  chart  for  fowls  to  cases 
taken  as  they  come  it  gives  results  that 
are  not  in  accord  with  facts  as  to  values; 
and  as  applied  to  valuing  hatching  eggs 
the  method  is  impractical,  as  anyone  can 
see  at  a  glance. 

The  lowest  value  for  a  white  male  in 
Mr.  Patterson's  scheme  is  This  is 
hi.s  valuation  for  a  ('0  point  male  from  a 
hen  that  laid  ()(>  eggs  in  six  months.  He 
assumes  that  hens  lay  two-thirds  of  their 
eggs  in  the  first  six  months  of  the  year. 
Thus  in  this  case  we  have  a  90  point  male 
from  a  hen  with  a  record  of  90  eggs  a 
year  valued  at  $2. 

If  the  90  point  male  came  from  a  hen 
that  has  a  record  of  70  eggs  in  six  months 
its  value  by  this  process  is  84;  and  so  it 
rises  $2  for  each  five  eggs  until  a  9^)  point 
male  from  a  hen  that  laid  150  eggs  in  six 
■  months  is  rated  worth  $20.  A  95  point 
male  from  the  same  hen  is  rated  worth 
$40,  while  a  95  point  male  from  a  hen 
with  a  record  of  (iO  eggs  for  six  months 
is  rated  at  only  §4,  and  a  95  point  female 
that  will  lay  only  90  eggs  a  year  is  rated 
worth  §1.  The  hen  that  has  a  record  of 
150  eggs  in  six  months  (225  a  year)  and 
scores  86  is  also  worth  a  dollar.  If  she 
scores  95  she  is  rated  at  $10. 

The  difficulty  with  Mr.  Patterson's 
scheme  is  the  same  that  those  who  used 
to  try  to  make  a  scale  of  prices  on  score 
alone  encountered  at  the  outset.  Prices 
do  not  rise  by  e(iual  increments  point  by 
point  of  quality,  but  in  ordinary  grades 
the  ditt'erences  are  very  small,  and  in  the 
higher  grades  the  higher  you  go  in  (juality 
the  greater  becomes  the  money  value  of 
each  additional  point  in  the  score.  Mr. 
Patterson's  plan  will  work  only  within  a 
narrow  range  of  grades  of  quality,  and 
upon  the  assumption  that  buyers  give 
equal  consideration  to  egg  records  and  to 
standard  quality. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  great  majority 
of  buyers  who  want  utility  and  beauty  in 
combination,  and  consider  both  kinds  of 
values  in  connection  with  prices,  have  a 
rather  low  maximum  price  that  they  will 
pay  for  Standard  quality,  while  those 
greatly  interested  in  fancy  stock  will  pay 
high  premiums  for  that  kind  of  (juality, 
and  those  after  high  egg  records,  and  in- 
different to  appearances,  will  not  pay 
any  considerable  premium  for  "fancy" 
points. 

Mr.  Patterson's  method  is  based  on  the 
assumption  that  neither  laying  quality 
nor  Standard  (|uality  has  any  value  wiih- 
out  the  other.  In  a  very  limited  sense  it 
is  true,  bat  not  at  all  in  the  way  or  to  the 
extent  that  his  rule  would  make  it.  If 
we  consider  hia  plan  from  the  case  of  the 
225  egg  hen,  we  find  that  the  value  which 
he  i)lac(s  upon  laying  capacity  is  nomi- 
nal, and  anything  beyond  is  determined 
by  "fancy"  (juality.  If  we  take  the 
case  of  the  9i)  point  hen  as  a  starting 
point  we  find  the  case  reversed.  A  chart 
or  rule  for  determining  values  must  work 
for  all  cases  and  give  results  in  accordance 
with  actual  prices,  w  hich  are  governed  by 
the  laws  of  supply  and  demand,  not  by 
mathematical  formulas.  Any  system  uf 
this  kind  breaks  down  as  soon  as  propei  ly 
analyzed  or  actually  tested. 

The  only  way  to  learn  to  judge  and 
adjust  values  is  by  buying  and  selling. 
While  scores  and  records  aflTect  and  in 
part  determine  values,  there  are  too 
many  other  elements  of  price  to  admit  of 
reducing  [)rice-making  to  a  science  based 
upon  them. 


Why  don't  you  get  up  a  1' \um-Poi  i,tbv 
cluti  of  live  in  your  neighborhood? 


COMMONWEALTH 

SAFETY  OIL 

(DOUBLE  REFINED] 

HAS  NO  EQUAL  FOR 

Incubators,  Brooders, 

House  Lamps  and  Kerosene  Stoves 
OUR  CUSTOMERS  ALL  SAY  SO 

Extracts  ffom  various  letters  from  poultry  customers: 

"The  'Commonwealtli  Safety'  oil  bought  of  you  has  proved  most  satlefaotoiy  both  for  Incubators, 
brooders,  and  house  lamps,  without  any  bad  odors  or  snioljc,  to  say  nothine  of  the  fact  that  wc 
are  using  much  less  for  a  hatch  than  with  other  brands  that  we  have  tried." 


"We  find  your  oil  far 
superior  to  any  other  we 
have  ever  used.  We  are 
using  the  same  wiclss  in 
our  incubator  lamps  this 
year  that  we  used  for  all 
of  our  hatching  last  year 
and  the  wicks  will  at 
least  last  us  through  the 
pjesent  season.  Our 
wicks  are  never  trim- 
med but  merely  wiped 
off  with  a  rag." 

"  We  have  ufed  your 
'Commonwealth  .Safety' 
oil  for  running  our  in- 
cubators and  brooders 
for  six  years,  and  we 
arc  glad  to  state  that  we 
have  obtained  most  sat- 
isfactory results  and 
can  recommend  it  to 
anyone  wanting  the  best 
for  incubator  and 
brooder  use." 


"Have  just  received 
the  last  oil  and  it  is  fine. 
Thanks  for  the  prompt 
shliimcnt." 

"  I  have  used  your  oil 
all  through  the  Incu- 
tiating  season,  hatching 
.5.(K)0  eggs,  and  I  finil 
your  product  perfectly 
satisfactory." 

"I  wish  to  tell  you 
that  I  have  usetl  your 
'Commonwealth  .Safety' 
oil  for  incubators  and 
brooders,  atid  to  my 
e  n  t  i  r  o  satisfaction.  I 
cannot  recommend  it 
too  highly.  I  have  run 
my  machines  througli 
the  whole  three  weeks 
without  touching  the 
wicks,  except  to  rub  off 
the  top  with  a  cloth." 


"We  arc  having  splendid  results  with  your  oil.   Please  send  two  more  bariols  on  receipt  of  this.' 

These  testhiionlals  have  come  to  us  froin  all  of  the  New  Knglaml  and 
Middle  States,  also  fiom  Vliginia,  Georgia,  and  other  Southern  states. 

TRY  IT.         PROVE  IF. 

WRITE    FOR  PRICES 

JENNEY  MANUFACTURINC  CO. 


McKinley  Square, 


BOSTON,  MASS. 


SPRATT'S  CHICK  MEALS  Nos.  5  <&  12 

are  especially  prepared  cooked  foods  which  are  noted  for  the  ease  writh 
which  they  can  be  assimilated  and  digested 

SPRATT'S  CHICCRAIN 

is  the  best  dry  food  on  the  market.    Try  these  foods  and  watch  results 
Write  for  sample  and  send  10c.  for  "  Poultry  Culture." 
SPRATT'S  PATENT  LIMITED,  NEWARK,  N.  J. 


Order  Yours  Now 


The  corrected  edition  of  the 
1915  Standard  is  now  read>-, 
and  all  ordens  are  being  filled 
promptly.  This  is  a  handsome 
book  of  368  pages  with  over 
100  full  page  illustrations  ol 
single  birds,  and  many  smaller 
pictures  to  explain  the  text. 

This  Standard  Will  Be  In 
Effect  Eight  Years 

The  book  you  buy  now  will 
be  your  authority  and  guide 
upon  matters  it  covers  until 
1923  Everyone  who  breeds 
or  exhibits  Standard  poultr\ 
needs  it,  and  everyone  inter- 
ested in  good  poultry  ought  to 
have  it. 


PRICE 


Cloth  Bound  $2.00 
Leather  Bound,  2.50 


FARM -POULTRY   PUBLISHING  CO., 


39  SUDBURY  STREET, 


BOSTON,  MASS. 


When  writing  to  advertisers  mention  Farm-Poultry 


